Sentence Types
Sentences can be simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex.

The Simple Sentence

Simple sentences have only one independent clause. There are no dependent clauses, and the sentence must be limited to one subject and one predicate. The sentence may contain modifying words or phrases:


Grammar class is very interesting.


Magma is a French progressive rock band.

The Compound Sentence

Compound sentences are composed of two or more independent clauses, which are joined by a coordinating conjunction or a semicolon. A comma is placed before any coordinating conjunction that connects two independent clauses:


Sissy likes Magma, but she thinks grammar class is boring.


Timmy likes grammar class, so he enjoys attending class.

Sissy likes Magma, and she dreams of going to their concert.


Sissy likes Magma; she dreams of going to their concert.
The Complex Sentence

Complex sentences use one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses. A comma is placed only after a dependent clause that occurs before an independent clause:


When Sissy is in grammar class, she often dreams of the next Magma concert. 

(“When Sissy . . .” is a dependent clause; “she often . . .” is an independent clause.)


Timmy thinks of grammar when he is at a Magma concert.

(“Timmy thinks . . .” is an independent clause; “when he . . .” is a dependent clause.)

The Compound-Complex Sentence

The compound-complex sentence joins a compound and a complex sentence together. It should contain two or more independent clauses and one or more dependent clause. A comma is placed before a coordinating conjunction that joins two independent clauses; also, a comma is placed after an adverb clause that comes before an independent clause and is used to set off and nonrestrictive clauses:


Magma sings in a language they created, and they feel that proper grammar has no place at their shows, which are often quite obnoxious. 

(“Magma sings . . .” is an independent clause; “they feel . . .” is an independent clause; “which are . . .” is a dependent clause and also a nonrestrictive modifier.)


After he left the show, Timmy decided he really liked Magma, but the band did not like him because he always insists on proper grammar.

(“After he . . .” is a dependent clause, “Timmy decided . . .” is an independent clause, “the band . . .” is an independent clause; “he always . . .” is a dependent clause.)

Identifying Sentence Types

Identify each sentence below as SIMPLE (S), COMPOUND (CP), COMPLEX (CX) , or COMPOUND-COMPLEX (CPCX).

______1. The twins will be six years old soon.

______2. When Marilu worked nights, one of her coworkers always drove her home.

______3. We can go out to the movies tonight, or we can watch a videotape at home.

______4. You can order theater tickets by telephone if you have a credit card.

______5. Because the weather improved, we held the luncheon outdoors, and no one needed an umbrella.

______6. The audience laughed and cheered at the comedian’s jokes before sitting down to dinner.

______7. Bruce learned, moreover, that the delivery truck was late.

______8. The leaves are falling, so you need to rake them up.

______9. Timothy went to the library and started his research.

______10. I thought I would be early; however, I was five minutes late.

______11. We went to the beach last week, but my sister and I became sunburned after we fell asleep under the warm sun.

______12. I came to Florida; I saw the beaches; I stayed for thirty years.

______13. The red sweater is yours, and the blue one is mine.

______14. After studying for four hours, I felt that I needed a break.

______15. Because he was drunk, the man fell down, and he tore his trousers.

______16. Although humans are the only mammals who can live longer than a century, insects are the most common living creatures.

______17. A penguin will starve to death so that its young will have enough food.

______18. People who are overweight are four times more likely to develop diabetes.

______19. Contrary to popular belief, human nails and hair do not grow after people have died.







