CLAUSES & COMPOUND SENTENCES

STUDY GUIDE
I. Definition

A. Clause – a group of words that contains both a subject and a verb
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Ex. on the table sat a statue
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Ex. we entered the room
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Ex. since the game was cancelled

B. Independent Clause – a clause that is a complete sentence.
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Ex.  I walked along the road.
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Ex.  By the pool lay a horse shoe crab.

C. Subordinate Clause – a clause that is NOT a complete sentence
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Ex. which can be explained on page three

                                   S          V


Ex. before the story was read

*** There are many words that can begin a subordinate clause such as:


who, whom, whose, that, which, after, although, as, because, before, since, than, unless, when, where, while

II. Forming Compound Sentences

A.   A compound sentence is formed when two independent clauses are joined to form one sentence.

B.   Compound sentences can be formed in two ways:

1. in between the two independent clauses add a comma and a coordinating conjunction (They are underlined in the examples.)
a. “and” is used to connect things that are alike



Ex. I like pizza, and I also like tacos.

b. “but” and “yet” are used to connect things that are different
Ex. I studied for the test, yet I did not do so well.



c. “or” is used to show a choice

Ex. Do you want to go to the movies or do you want to go to the mall?



d. “nor” is used to show a negative choice

Ex. I do not like pizza, nor do I like pickles.
e. “for” and “so” seem to show a continuation of something

Ex. I did not do the assignment, for I was absent on the day it was assigned.

Ex. I have studied, so I should do well on the test.

2. in between the two independent clauses add a semicolon (This method can only be used when the two sentences are closely linked in meaning.)

Ex. I had a softball game; we won by ten runs.
