Rules for Combining Sentences

Combining sentences is a necessary part of fluent communication in the English language; however, with all of the transitions, subjects, predicates, verbs and verbals to consider, it’s easy to become overwhelmed.  Sentence combining does not need to be a chore!  In fact, if you follow these simple rules for combining sentences, you’ll probably find that it’s easy and you might even begin to enjoy it.

Combining Independent Clauses

Independent clauses are essentially two sentences that could stand on their own—in other words, they don’t “depend” on another clause to allow them to make sense.  These sentences must be combined with the use of a connecting word known as a “conjunction.”  Some popular conjunctions often used to achieve this purpose are and, but, for, nor, or, so, and yet.  Each expresses something different, so use them wisely!

· “And” means also or in addition.  Instead of saying, “Bryan went to the store.  Brandon went to the store, too,” try saying, "Bryan and Brandon went to the store." 

· “But” expresses an opposite or different point of view.  Instead of saying “It was a good idea.  It was a dangerous idea,” try saying,  "It was a good but dangerous idea." 

· “For” expresses causation or result.  Instead of saying, “They went upstairs.  They did this because it was bedtime,” try saying, "They went upstairs, for it was bedtime." 

· “Nor” means an additional negative idea.  Instead of saying, “She doesn’t like school.  She also doesn’t like being at home,” try saying “She likes neither school nor home.” 

· “Or” reflects an additional point of view—the presence of choice.  Instead of saying, “The cat is upstairs.  It might also be in the garage,” try saying,“The cat is upstairs or in the garage.” 

· “So” indicates the progression of a thought.  Instead of saying, “They ditched school.  This way, they would not have to take the test,” try saying,“They skipped school so they could avoid the test.” 

· “Yet” expresses a contrast, similar to “but.”  Instead of saying “I loved her.  On the other hand, I was angry with her,” try saying,  “I loved her, yet I was angry with her.” 
Combining Sentences with the Same Subjects and Verbs

Sentences with the same subject can be combined, since you’re describing the same person, place, or thing completing different actions.  This is very easy.

· Instead of:  “Television is an educational tool.  It is a tool that prevents education."

· Try “Television is an educational tool that may also prevent education.”

If two sentences contain different subjects that are accomplishing the same action, the sentences can be combined as well.

· Instead of “The baby walked.  The mother walked along.”

· Try “The mother walked along with the baby.”

Notice that subjects, verbs, and independent clauses all have something in common.  The sentences before they are combined unnecessarily repeat words that may be omitted by combining the sentences together.  By following these rules, your sentences will be more concise and interesting, and far less repetitive.

The Semicolon

The semicolon is one of the most feared punctuation marks used in the English language.  How is it used, and why?  In reality, the semicolon is a powerful tool when used to combine sentences. 

A semicolon is useful when two sentences that are related to one another in meaning must be combined, but a comma will not suffice.  Normally, a semicolon can be used in the place of a period (also known as the “full stop”).  You can use a semicolon in a number of ways in the following sentences.

· Instead of  “President Bush had left office.  Barack Obama was now President.”

· Try “President Bush had left office; Barack Obama was now President.”

· or “President Bush had left office; now, Barack Obama was President.”

· or “President Bush had left office; as a result, Barack Obama was now President.”

Each conveys the same idea—but each also conveys that idea a bit differently.

With these simple rules for combining sentences, you can now combine sentences confidentially to make your speech and stories much more interesting.
Compound Complex Sentences Practice Exercises

Practice Exercise 1

Combine the following simple sentences to create a compound sentence. You can check your answers below.

	1.
	It rained for three days. The streets in my neighborhood flooded.

	2.
	I got to ball practice late. I forgot to set my alarm.

	3.
	Kyle completed his homework. He put it in his binder.

	4.
	Luke mowed the lawn. He earned ten dollars.

	5.
	I stayed up late last night. I am tired today.

	6.
	Neil doesn't like seafood. He doesn't like cabbage.

	7.
	My pencil was broken. I borrowed one from Jake.

	8.
	I like apples. I like pears more.

	9.
	Eight people got into the elevator. It was crowded. Three people got off.

	10.
	Georgia gathered the pictures. She could arrange them in a special album for her family.


Answers

(In each case, only one possible answer is shown.)

	1.
	It rained for three days, so the streets in my neighborhood flooded.

	2.
	I got to ball practice late for I forgot to set my alarm.

	3.
	Kyle completed his homework and he put it in his binder.

	4.
	Luke mowed the lawn and he earned ten dollars.

	5.
	I stayed up late last night so I am tired today.

	6.
	Neil doesn't like seafood, nor does he like cabbage.

	7.
	My pencil was broken so I borrowed one from Jake.

	8.
	I like apples, but I like pears more.

	9.
	Eight people got into the elevator, but it was crowded, so three people got off.

	10.
	Georgia gathered the pictures so she could arrange them in a special album for her family.


Practice Exercise 2

Identify the independent and subordinate clauses in the following sentences and determine whether they are complex or compound-complex. You can check your answers below.

	11.
	Jason decided to stay up late because he had a lot of homework to do.

	12.
	If you hurry, we might get to school on time.

	13.
	Although Monica had a cold, she went to school because she had a test.

	14.
	While washing the car, Todd slipped on the soap and he fell.

	15.
	Dad takes the train to work even though he has a car.

	16.
	After Mom arrived, she put the disk in the DVD player and we watched a great movie.

	17.
	Even though his heart pounded with dread, Ben bolted up the stairs, and he checked out the strange noise.

	18.
	Molly baked brownies since she had nothing else to do.

	19.
	Karen made a list of what was needed, and she double-checked it so she wouldn't forget anything.

	20.
	Frank had a good sense of humor, so he laughed a lot.


Answers

(The independent clauses are boldfaced, the subordinate clauses are italic, and conjunctions are Roman.)

	11.
	Jason decided to stay up late because he had a lot of homework to do. (complex)

	12.
	If you hurry, we might get to school on time. (complex)

	13.
	Although Monica had a cold, she went to school because she had a test. (complex)

	14.
	While washing the car, Todd slipped on the soap and he fell. (compound-complex)

	15.
	Dad takes the train to work even though he has a car. (complex)

	16.
	After Mom arrived, she put the disk in the DVD player and we watched a great movie. (compound-complex)

	17.
	Even though his heart pounded with dread, Ben bolted up the stairs, and he checked out the strange noise. (compound-complex)

	18.
	Molly baked brownies since she had nothing else to do. (complex)

	19.
	Karen made a list of what was needed, and she double-checked it so she wouldn't forget anything. (compound-complex)

	20.
	Frank had a good sense of humor, so he laughed a lot. (complex)


Sentence Combining Worksheets

Knowing how to combine sentences is essential when writing. If you were unable to properly combine sentences, each sentence would be very short, simple and boring. Unfortunately, the rules for combining sentences can be somewhat complex. This worksheet helps with some examples of sentences to combine so you can get lots of practice combining sentences.

Simple Sentence Combining Worksheet

Combine the following sentences with a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).

1)  She went to work.  She did not want to go.

2)  The scientists trained him well.  They helped him find a job when his training was through.

3)  Polar bears are fierce, territorial animals.  Grizzly bears are the same.

4)  Mark told me not to come with him.  He looked longingly at me as I left.

5)  I will not give in to you.  I will not let you push me around.

6)  He loves to drive during the day.  They will let him drive before 9pm.

7)  My cat was hungry.  It had not eaten since breakfast.

8)  They couldn’t think of anything better to do.  They decided to baby-sit for the family.

9)  A book can be a lot of fun to read.  A book can be boring.

10)  That movie looks great!  I would love to come see it with you.

Sentence Combining Using Subordinating Conjunctions

Combine the following sentences with a subordinating conjunction (after all, although, because, before, however, therefore).  This may require a semicolon!

11)  They made plans to go.  They ended up not being able to make it.

12)  Some say that dogs are friendlier than cats.  Cats can also be extremely loving.

13)  What we’ve accomplished is a milestone.  Let’s raise our glasses for a toast.

14)  Dr. Johnson ate a big meal.  He went to work afterward.

15)  I simply cannot get out of bed.  I am too tired.

16)  Don’t give me a hard time.  We’ve been close friends for so long.

17)  We don’t believe the way you do.  Our culture is very different from yours.

18)  I can’t believe that you would do something so crazy.  If I were you I might do the same.

19)  The two weren’t always this close.  When she died, they became closer.

20)  I refused to talk about it.  I was put in jail.

Sentence Combining with Subjects and Verbs

The following sentences share either the same subject or the same verb.  Combine the sentences however you can.

21)  Mr. Brown walked to the store.  His pet monkey Ralph walked along with him.

22)  The cactus is thirsty.  The cactus is not getting enough sunlight.

23)  My mug was in the cupboard.  My mug is no longer in the cupboard.

24)  Drew’s dog jumped into the air.  Janine’s dog jumped into the air as well.

25)  The book fell to the floor.  It opened to a page I had never read before.

26)  Your face has scars on it.  Your face looks friendly.

27)  Why did you say that word?  It was extremely rude.

28)  Everyone is lying to me!  They’re trying to keep me from learning what they know.

29)  Stop dancing like that.  Sit back down in your chair.

30)  Thomas’ friends seemed so strange.  They were hanging up every time they called.

Sentence Combining in Paragraphs

Combine as many sentences as you can in the following paragraph, using the above examples to guide you.

The Boston Red Sox were three games down. The Red Sox had to win the next four games to advance. Fans were worried. Boston had not won a World Series since 1918. No team had ever come back in the playoffs from a three-game deficit. All of the fans knew this. Red Sox fans watched anxiously as the fourth game of the ALCS began. Yankees fans watched confidently. They also knew that anything could happen. People wanted to watch a good series. They did not expect it to be such a nail-biter! David Roberts stole second base. This move would be remembered as the turning point of the series. Nobody believed the Red Sox would win that year. The Red Sox won that year. The Yankees would not win the World Series for another five years. In 2009, the Yankees won the World Series.
Simple Sentence Combining Worksheet

Combine the following sentences with a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). 

1)  She went to daycare.  She did not want to go.

2) The toddler could not decide which jacket to wear. She cried instead.

3) The teacher said she must wear her jacket. She must stay inside.

4)  Helping parents is hard. No one said helping parents with their children would be easy.

5)   The toddler would not give up the toy. He would not come inside.

6)  He loves to play outside during the day.  I will let him play after lunch.

7)  The girl was hungry.  She had not eaten since breakfast.

8)  The girls couldn’t think of anything better to do.  They decided to play in the art room.

9)  A book can be a lot of fun to read.  A book can be boring.

10)  Toddlers love to use their power. They use it whenever they can.

Sentence Combining Using Subordinating Conjunctions

Combine the following sentences with a subordinating conjunction (after all, although, while, because, before, however, therefore).  This may require a semicolon!

11)  They made plans to go to the school meeting.  They ended up not being able to make it.

12)  Professionals can view toilet training from an independence point of view. Parents can view it as a struggle.

13)  Babies like to put things in their mouths. Learning about objects in this way is how they use all of their senses.

14)  Parents often want to shower children with toys. Children learn from simple exploration of natural things, like sand and water.

15) One aspect of a child’s developing mind is using her imagination. They can use their imagination to make connections between perceptions and assumptions.

16)  Don’t give her a hard time.  She is just trying to be friends with you.

17)  We don’t believe children should be spanked.  Hitting teaches hitting.

18)  It’s going to rain today. You need to bring your raincoat to daycare.
19)  The two weren’t always this close.  When his sister went to kindergarten, he missed her.

20)  The boy refused to admit he took it.  He put the lunch box back on the shelf.

Sentence Combining with Subjects and Verbs

The following sentences share either the same subject or the same verb.  Combine the sentences into one sentence.

21)  Tommy and his mother walked to the store.  The store is two blocks away.

22)  The child is thirsty.  The child is not getting enough water.

23)  My mug was in the cupboard.  My mug is no longer in the cupboard.

24)  Drew’s dog jumped into the air.  Janine’s dog jumped into the air as well.

25)  The book fell to the floor.  It opened to a page I had never read before.

26)  Your face has freckles on it.  Your face looks friendly.

27)  The boy painted at the easel. The boy painted a rainbow. The rainbow arched colorfully.

28)  Everyone is being mean to me!  Everyone is tyring to keep me from joining in the game.

29)  Stop dancing like that.  No dancing in the classroom. Sit back down in your chair.

30)  The children sat in a circle. The children were quiet. The children waited for the teacher.

Sentence Combining in Paragraphs

Combine as many sentences as you can in the following paragraph, using the above examples to guide you.

The Sunshine Day Care Center is has sixteen children. To be eligible for Sunshine Day Care Center children have to be potty trained. Rudy’s mom is worried. Rudy needs daycare so her mom can take the full time job she is trying to get. Rudy is not potty trained yet. Rudy is three years old and insists on wearing diapers. The teacher at Sunshine Day Care Center told Rudy’s mom not to worry. She believed that once Rudy started at the center, she would see the other children using the toilet. Rudy would want to be a big girl. She would want to learn how to use the toilet, too. She would no longer be interested and diapers. The teacher encouraged Rudy’s mom to take Rudy shopping for big girl underwear. Rudy’s mom took Rudy shopping. Rudy picked out purple underwear with flowers on them. When they got home, Rudy’s mom said it was time to say goodbye to the diapers. Rudy was excited. She looked forward to being a big girl. She looked forward to going to Sunshine Day Care Center and using the big girl toilet, too.  Rudy’s mom looked forward to being able to take the full time job. She is proud of Rudy. She is glad Rudy is transitioning to child care so well.

