
Grade 7 Quarter 1 Unit 1 Personal Narrative 

 

Erie’s Public Schools – Writing Curriculum Draft Spring 2014 

 

Personal Narrative:  Simple and Compound Sentences  
Teaching Point(s): 

 Recognize and use simple and compound sentences in writing 

 

Standard(s): 

CC147Q, D212 

 

Materials: 

 Language Network Pupil Edition pages 189-191 

 Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Workbook 151-153 

 Pupil’s Edition p. 610 

 

Connection: 

 

“We can use both simple and complex sentences in our writing to add sentence variety, for 

dramatic effect, or to fix short, choppy sentences.” 

 

Modeling (I do): 

 

 Read page 189 in Language Network as a class. 

 Read page 190 Why It Matters 

 Read sentences in Practice and Apply as a group and have each small group decide whether it 

is a simple sentence or compound.  Discuss as a class. 

 Read page 191 directions for B.  Revising:  Combining sentences 

 Model the first 3 sentences for the students. 

 

Guided Practice (We do): 

 

 Have students rewrite numbers 4-10 on page 191 Revising: Combining sentences 

 Review as a class and discuss 

 

Independent Practice (You do): 

 

Grammar, Usage and Mechanics Workbook 151 and 152 Identifying each sentence as simple and 

compound. 

 

Closure: 

 

Review as a group, discuss as a class. 

 

Assessment 

 

Pupil’s Edition p. 610 
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Personal Narrative:  Point of View 
Teaching Point(s): 

 Identify the point of view from a story. 

 

Standard(s): 

CC147P 

C131 

 

Materials: 

 Language of Literature pupil edition page R130 

 Language of Literature page 102-104, 106 

 

Connection: 

 

“Every story is told from a particular point of view, or perspective.” 

 

Modeling (I do): 

 

 Have students turn to page R130 in Language of Literature book. 

 Have volunteer read Point of View definition. 

 Read “Focus Your Reading” on page 101 about first personal essay usually being told from 

the first person point of view. 

 

Guided Practice (We do): 

 

 Read “Homeless” page 102-104 as a class. 

 Hand out Writing and Communication Master 54. 

 As students read, have them write 6 sentences with first person pronouns. 

 Discuss as a group when finished reading.  Write on board. 

 

Independent Practice (You do): 

 

After students have written their 6 sentences with first person pronouns, have them complete 

Literary Analysis on page 106 independently. 

 

Closure: 

 

Review Literary Analysis bulleted questions as a class. 

 

Assessment – Check for Understanding 

 

Exit slip:  Have students write one sentence using first person and one sentence using third 

person. 

 

Reflection: 
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Personal Narrative:  Sequential Order  
Teaching Point(s): 

 Use sequential order to organize my writing 

 

Standard(s): 

CC147P, C131, C132., C133 

 

Materials: 

 Language Network Pupil Edition page 352 

 Transitional Words worksheet 

 Writing and Communication Master 13 

 

Connection: 

 

“All writing must be organized to be understood.  Choose a method of organizing that is most 

appropriate for the purpose of your paragraph.  Writers use sequential order to show how events 

follow one another in a certain order.  A term for showing how events unfold over a certain 

period of time is chronological order.” 

 

Modeling (I do): 

 

 “Look at page 352.  Let’s read under the subheading ‘Paragraphs That Show Time and 

Sequence.’” 

 Read literary model to the class and point out first, second, third, and fourth event in the 

Malcolm X autobiography.  Review the cartoon with the class. 

 Discuss transition words on page 353 using the student model. 

 

Guided Practice (We do): 

 

 “Look at the middle of page 353 where it says ‘No Wrong Turn.’  Read the directions as I 

read them.” 

 Read the directions with the class.  Have each small group write their directions and review 

as class on the board.  Discuss. 

 

Independent Practice (You do): 

Complete Writing and Communication Master page 13.  Put events in Albert Schweitzer’s life in 

chronological order in a paragraph. 

 

Closure: 

Share as a small group, whole class share 

 

Assessment  

Exit slip using 3 transition words from handout explaining their day at school. 

 

Reflection:  
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Personal Narrative:  Character Description 
Teaching Point(s): 

 Analyze and write an effective character description. 

 

Standard(s): 

CC147O, C132 

 

Materials: 

 Language Network Pupil Edition pages 422-429 

 Writing and Communication Masters:  peer response guide/rubric/prewriting worksheets 

page 35-38 

 

Connection: 

 

“Now that we have been introduced to the elements of narrative writing we are going to learn 

how authors sketch a quick impression of a person.  Please open your books to page 422.  

‘Basics in a Box’ provides a graphic and verbal guideline for writing a character description.” 

 

Read the graphic organizer and rubric on page 422. 

 

“Now we will analyze a student model.” 

 

Guided Practice (We do): 

 

 “We will now read Fallen Ballerina on age 423-424.” 

 Ask students the guiding questions on that page and refer to the “Rubric in Action” on right 

side of the pages.  Discuss. 

 Look at Writing and Communication Master 36.  Complete in small groups and review as a 

large group.  Discuss. 

 

Independent Practice (You do): 

 

 “Now you are going to practice writing and effective character description on your own.” 

 Introduce writing prompt on page 425.  Read and complete assignments on writing process.  

Pair students up and complete peer response guide.. 

 

Closure: 

 

Read and share writing as a class.  Reflect on work. 

 

Assessment: 

 

Writing rubric. 

 

Reflection:  
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Personal Narrative 
Teaching Point(s): 

 Analyze and write an effective personal narrative. 

 

Standard(s): 

CC147P, C131, C132, C135 

 

Materials: 

 Language of Literature Pupil Edition 414-417 

 Writing and Communication Master 26-33 

 Peer Response Guide/Rubric/Prewriting 

 

Connection: 

 

“Stories about events in people’s lives fascinate us.  They are the focus of many television 

programs and articles in newspapers and magazines.  You may have an interesting story to tell 

about your own life.  Writing your own personal narrative may help you understand better why 

certain events in your life are so important to you.” 

 

Have students open their books to page 414. 

 

“Basics in a Box provides both a graphic organizer and a verbal guideline for organizing a 

personal narrative.” 

 

Read the graphic organizer and rubric on page 414. 

 

“Now we will analyze a student model.” 

 

Read student model:  Tackle Football on page 415-416 as a class.  Ask students guiding 

questions and refer to “Rubric in action” on the right side of the page. 

 

Guided Practice (We do): 

 

 Writing and Communication Master page 27.  Discuss ideas in a small group.  Review 

suggestions for elaboration.  Write the passage as a class. 

 

Independent Practice (You do): 

 

“Now you are going to select an event from your own experience, and write a personal narrative 

about it.” 

 

Read the prompt on page 417.  Then, as a group, read each step of the writing process.  Clarify 

assignments for students. 

 

Closure: 
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 Peer/self edit 

 Share and reflect on as a class 

 

Assessment 

 

Rubric 

 

Reflection: 
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