LIT 1-21a – 4-21a Spelling
LIT 1-22a – 4-22a Punctuation and Sentence Structure
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

S2

HOMEWORK

BOOKLET
Name:_______________

Class:________________

This is a weekly homework task. Please write it in your homework diary every week.
With thanks to Oban High School 
FULL STOPS

Reading is like riding a bike: for some of the time you go smoothly along, but every now and again you have to stop. When you are reading you will see a stop sign as well. It is called a full stop and there must be one at the end of every sentence. So to put full stops in the right place, you have to remember what a sentence is. 

A sentence is a group of words which makes complete sense by itself, containing a subject and a verb. Remember words like was, is, am, are, will do, and had are verbs
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Exercise A: Rewrite this letter in your homework jotters putting in 

the full stops.

Dear Stephen,

I hope you can help me on Saturday last weekend my mother told me she and my father have bought me a horse it is arriving on Sunday I need to get its stable ready I do not think it will take too long Please let me know if you can help when we have finished it would be good if you stayed for tea.             Claire

Exercise B: Copy the following into your jotter putting in full stops and 

capitals.

1. my foot was on the pedestrian crossing you should have stopped

2. smoking is foolish it damages your health it costs money

3. he thought he could carry the heavy tray but he had not staggered five steps before he dropped it on the floor his mother was very cross

4. i have warned the President that if he does not remove his troops from the area we will attack them

5. the house was deserted no one had lived there for years

6. i found the purse in your locker Naomi says she saw you take it i think it is time you told the truth

7.  you may come downstairs when you remember your manners

8. from the look of those black clouds i expect it will rain heavily

How confident do you feel about CAPITAL LETTERS AND FULL STOPS? Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice
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Spelling  

1. field

2. friend
3. neighbour

4. either

5. leisure

6. niece

7. library

8. except

9. accept

10. foreign
SENTENCE TYPES

Sentences have a main clause (one that makes sense on its own) and some also have one or more subordinate clauses. They also come in three main types:

· Simple sentence – will have one complete verb and a subject making one main idea. A subject is the person or thing that is making what happens in the sentence, happen.

· Compound sentence – joins two or more main ideas together with words like and, but, nor, then and yet.  

· Complex sentence – has more than one idea: a main idea which makes sense on its own, and a subordinate clause which depends on the main clause and would not make sense on its own.

Exercise A: In your jotter combine two simple sentences to make a compound sentence using the words and, but, nor, then and yet.  Note: there is only one complete verb in each simple sentence.

1. Jane played in the garden. The dog was there too.

2. Paul made a model plane. John could not stay still long enough.

3. The weather was lovely. Tom had exams.

Exercise B: Copy the following, underlining the subordinate clause in each.

1. The man who was walking along the road was ancient. 

2. The weather was fine when the children went a walk up the Eildons.

3. The dog although he was very young was very intelligent.

4. Despite being only five years old the boy won the contest.

Exercise C: Write out the following, identifying whether these sentences are simple, complex or compound and underline the main clause(s) in each sentence to help you.

1. The car which was red was new.

2. They were speeding and the police were chasing.

3. When it rains, the burn floods.

4. Cats and dogs are not the best of friends.

5. Mary has been to a concert.

6. Look and see.

How confident do you feel about identifying SENTENCE TYPES? Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

Spelling

1. through

2. thorough

3. business

4. council

5. courageous

6. permanent  

7. threw

8. exhaust

9. breadth

10. senior

SENTENCE VARIETY

Many sentences have two parts:

1. The main clause - this is the main message of the sentence. It makes complete sense on its own, e.g. Doris didn’t go to work.
2. The subordinate clause - this is extra information which sounds incomplete on its own, e.g. Feeling unwell…

E.g. Feeling unwell, Doris didn’t go to work.

Note: The two parts of sentences like this are separated by a comma.

1. Complete the following sentences as above. Remember the comma!

1. Having done his homework,…………………………………………………

2. Jumping for joy,……………………………………………………………. .

3. Hoping for more cake,……………………………………………………….

4. Waiting……………………………………………………………………….

5.  Knowing ………………………………………………………………………

2. Now write five examples of your own.

Sentences which begin with the following words often require a main clause for them to make sense: although, in case, despite, however, whatever.

E.g. However hard he tried, he couldn’t reach the shelf.

3. Complete the following sentences in this way.

1. Although……………………………………………………………………………..
2. In case………………………………………………………………………………..

3. Despite……………………………………………………………………………….

4. However……………………………………………………………………………..

5. Wherever……………………………………………………………………………..

How confident do you feel about using this type of sentence?

Great!


        Got a few wrong
                          Need practice

Spelling  Focus: one consonant or two?

1. embarrassment.       2. unnecessary.  
3. occasionally. 

4. trespass.

       5. dismissed

COMPLEX SENTENCES 

You need to know about different types of sentence so that you add variety to your writing.  Make sure you use complex sentences as well as compound and simple ones.  

Exercise A. In your jotters combine each pair of sentences into one sentence containing a subordinate clause.

1. The boy was wearing a blue jumper. He was going home.

2. The man was called John. He was named after his father.

3. The sun comes out. The rain dries up.

Exercise B.  In your jotters, write a sentence with a subordinate clause, using each of the following words to start it.

1.  That

2. Although 

3. Because

Exercise C. In your jotters identify the main clauses and the subordinate clauses in these complex sentences by writing them out and highlighting in different colours.

1. The sports day which was cancelled was meant to be held on Tuesday.

2. Because he had a bad headache the boy did not do well in his test.

3. When James came home, his parents told him he was grounded.

4. As Jane is going to the play she had to eat her tea quickly.

5. The play was brilliant because of the leading lady.

6. Go when you are ready.

How confident do you feel about identifying MAIN CLAUSES AND SUBORDINATE CLAUSES?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

Spelling

1. calves

2. radios

3. skis

4. thieves

5. umbrellas

6. knives

7. tomatoes

8. tattoos

9. potatoes

10. heroes

SENTENCE LENGTHS
One of the key things to remember when writing an extended piece is that you have to keep the interest of the reader. One of the ways to do this is to use a variety of sentence lengths as well as some interesting vocabulary.

Exercise A: Rewrite the following paragraphs so that each has 3 sentences.

1. Ryan stood as still as stone, listening intently, but the faint rustling continued from inside the bedroom; putting his good eye to the keyhole he peered in the dimly lit room.

2. The room was wrecked: furniture scattered everywhere; one window open; curtains billowing aimlessly.

3. Hearing church bells chime the hour, Ryan crossed the landing and looked out across the square where the evening fog was already rolling in from the river which looked like a coiled black snake crawling sluggishly under the fitful moon.

Exercise B: Rewrite the following as 4 sentences in your jotters.

Ryan trod lightly down the worn steps until he reached the front door from which he could see a Christmas tree which was topped with a silver angel crossing the square keeping to the shadows until he slipped as liquid as a cat into the church.

Exercise C: Rewrite the following as 5 sentences.

He squinted through the gloom of the interior which was quite deserted with a single candle burning near the alter thinking that it was sad to see an empty church on Christmas Eve but shrugging the thought away he began a careful inspection of the places where the statue might be concealed

How confident do you feel about SENTENCE LENGTHS?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

Spelling

1. multiply

2. autumn

3. ninety

4. grammar

5. standard

6. lightning

7. beginning

8. further

9. various

10. slaughter

PARENTHESIS

A parenthesis is an explanation or a piece of extra information which is inserted into a sentence. The parenthesis is separated from the rest of the sentence by commas, brackets or dashes.

Note: If the parenthesis is missed out completely, the sentence still makes sense without it.

1.  Parenthesis Using Commas.

E.g. Ten people, three of them children, are still missing.

Add commas to the following examples of sentences with parentheses.

1. Several boys none of whom I knew walked over to us.

2. Now and then as though dreaming she smiled in her sleep.

3. I asked him thinking that he was a policeman which was the way to the library.

4. Doris however hard she tried never managed to win a game.

5. The French traditionally strong in this sport came last.

6. There were sporting competitions and unusually for this region a dancing contest.

7. The computer quite a fancy one had broken on the day it arrived.

8. He passed the ball heavy as it was all the way to the goal.

9. She helped herself despite feelings of guilt to her sister’s pie.

10.  It came despite our concerns on time.

2. Now write five of your own sentences using parenthesis with commas.

How confident do you feel about using parenthesis with commas?

 Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

Spelling Focus: beware of homophones (words which sound the same).

1.   herd                                                    6.   principal

2.   heard                                                  7.   there

3.   capital                                                8.   their

4.   capitol                                                9.   straight

5.   principle                                            10.  strait

PARENTHESIS USING BRACKETS

E.g. I shall need a bag (a large one) to hold all my stuff.

1. Add brackets to the following examples of sentences with parentheses.

1. We rode on to the next village Earlston to see my aunt.

2. On the following day Easter Monday we went to sea.

3. I took a pound all I had and gave it to the musician.

4. A man was handing out chocolate bars very little ones to the guests.

5. Three of them John, Michael and Enid were never seen again.

6. The pasta they must have boiled it for ages was overcooked to say the least.

7. The disease never previously encountered was discovered in each school.

8. She had tried many times it was an obsession of hers but she never found the gold.

9. Gale force winds bad enough at the best of times were the last thing the farmers needed.

10.  A little luck something he hadn’t had so far was all he needed to win.

2. Now write five of your own sentences using parenthesis with brackets.

How confident do you feel about using parenthesis with brackets?

 Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

Spelling Focus: watch out for these awkward words!

1. cough

2. subtle

3. benign

4. sign

5. deceit

PARENTHESIS USING DASHES

E.g.     George says – I hope he is right – that these badges are free.

1. Add dashes to following examples of sentences with parentheses.

1. The great floods nothing like them had been seen for years caused great damage.

2. Gloves woollen ones are the best should be worn on the journey.

3. Terrorists some would call them freedom fighters are active in some parts of the world.

4. This particular example I’ve never seen one like it is extremely colourful.

5. The swimming pool a great resource in the town is terribly polluted.

6. Pigeons the rats of the air spread disease in our cities.

7. In the Stone Age, people used coracles simple wicker boats to travel over water.

8. Gigantic waves tsunamis can result from earthquakes.

9. Many people find golf a game which originated in Scotland very frustrating.

10.  Young people today perhaps more than at any other time in recent history face an uncertain future.

2.  Now write five of your own sentences using parenthesis with dashes.
How confident do you feel about parenthesis with dashes?

       Great!


Got a few wrong
                     Need practice

Spelling Focus: these words are often spelled wrongly.

1. arthritis

2. description 

3. skiing

4. argued

5. instrument

6. astronaut 

7. occurring

8. worrying

9. scariest 

10. arguing

PARAGRAPHS

Paragraphs contain ideas on a similar subject and it is very important to divide your work into paragraphs.

Exercise A  


Ryan, a private eye, suspects he is not alone in a church. 

Write the next paragraph in which his suspicions are confirmed.  

Hint – use a series of short sentences to create tension.

Exercise B: Write out the following dividing it into 5 paragraphs.

Paul’s heart skipped another beat. He looked behind him. He wished he had not taken a short cut through the park at this time of night. He quickened his footsteps. What was that noise? Was he being followed? No doubt in his mind now. They were not echoes. They were footsteps of another. ‘Should I run? How far away is the gate?’ he asked himself. Panic gripped the boy. He began to run, worn trainers skidding on the wet tarmac. Behind him he could hear… Closer, even closer came the running steps. Nearer, ever nearer, came the park gate. Further, even further away it seemed to Paul. He tripped and fell. He lay there, face down, unhurt but helpless. A hand fell on his shoulder. He looked at the hand - a man’s hand, huge with stubby fingers. The hand pulled him round. He looked up into the man’s face. He recognised that face. It was the park keeper, the deaf and dumb park keeper that so many of his friends liked to tease. The face broke into a smile. A hand pulled him to his feet. Another hand held something out to him. A bag. His school bag. Paul must have dropped it as he ran.

Exercise C: Write a further paragraph to add on to the one above telling what the boy felt.
How confident do you feel about paragraphs?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

Spelling 


1. excite 

2. exciting

3. excellent

4. example

5. examination

6. exclaimed

7. exploration

8. explanation

9. exist

10. exterior

SPEECH MARKS

How to punctuate speech is a common mistake. In these exercises we will go over it.  The rules are:-

· Whenever you are writing the actual words spoken by someone, you must enclose them in pairs of speech marks.

· The first word inside the speech marks should be a capital but if it is a long speech by the same person and is broken into two, then the second part does not need a capital.

· There should be a punctuation mark before the first set of speech marks and inside the second. Remember to take a new line for a new speaker. 

Exercise A: Place speech marks in the following sentences round what is actually said with the closing speech mark written after the punctuation mark.

1. I learned to swim when I was only four, boasted Alan.

2. I am afraid my sister has always been rather bossy, apologised Ian.

3. Silence! called the Deputy Head.

4. We are not amused, said Queen Victoria.

5. Go to you room and stay there, said Andrew’s grandfather sternly.

6. God save the Queen, they all sang.

Exercise B: Write out the following sentences placing speech marks round and 

direct speech.

1. Antony, said his father crossly, I will not have you eating like a pig.

2. Why, the coach asked the keeper, did you not stop the goal?

3. Men, said the general, today we shall win a great victory.

4. Do you really enjoy swimming in the sea, asked his mother, on such a cold day? 

Exercise C: Write out the following sentence putting in speech marks, punctuation marks and capital letters.

1. please can i have my comic asked the small boy

2. hallelujah shouted the preacher

3. if you put in a new bulb said the caretaker the light will work

4. simon asked the teacher what is the answer
How confident do you feel about speech marks?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice


     Spelling

1. Geography

2. Mathematics

3. Physics

4. Technical

5. Social Education 

6. Economics

7. Chemistry

8. History

9.  Business   

       Studies

10.  Physical   

       Education 

SPEECH MARKS cont.

Remember your instruction from the last homework on how to punctuate with speech marks.

Exercise A:  Write out the following conversation putting in speech marks and taking a new line when someone else starts talking. Do not change any other punctuation.

Good morning, everyone, said Mr. Singh as he walked briskly into the classroom. Sit down and get out your homework. Please sir, said a boy at the back of the room. Yes, David, said Mr. Singh kindly. What is it? I haven’t done my homework, the boy almost whispered. Why? Mr. Singh’s face immediately changed. No longer did he smile kindly at the class. Now he frowned and looked stern. Well, sir, David explained timidly, when I got home my mother sent me down to the shops and after we had tea we went to visit my grandparents. We got back late, sir and I didn’t have time to do any homework at all. Have you got a letter from your mother explaining why you haven’t done your homework? No, sir. In that case, said Mr. Singh firmly, you must stay in at lunch time today and do the work you should have done last night.

Exercise B: Write out the following sentence putting in speech marks, punctuation marks and capital letters. Remember to start each new speaker on a new line. 

There’s a message for you Jackie’s father said as she came into the living room someone telephoned while you were out who was it asked Jackie some man said her father he said it was about a job I wrote the name down somewhere here it is  it’s Mr. Lyon I don’t know a Mr. Lyons said Jackie did he say what he wanted no said her father he just said it was about a job and if you are interested you are to ring him back at this number I would give him a ring now Okay said Jackie she lifted up the telephone and dialled the number hello said a girl’s voice at the other end of the line can I help you Please could I speak to Mr. Lyon asked Jackie there was a squeal of laughter from the other end do you know what day it is today asked the girl it’s April 1st and this is the zoo I’m afraid Mr. Lyon can’t speak just now Jackie blushed as she put the phone down she spun round and glared at her father he was grinning all over his face April fool he said please can i have my comic asked the small boy

How confident do you feel about speech marks?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling

1. write

2. written

3. right

4. writing

5. different

6. continue

7. against

8. pleasant

9. tomato

10. tomatoes

DIRECT SPEECH

Sometimes in writing, the words which are actually spoken are given. These are shown in speech marks.

E.g.  “ Today is my birthday,” she said.   OR   She said, “ Today is my birthday.”

1. Add speech marks and appropriate punctuation (commas, question marks, exclamation marks) to the following sentences.

1. I bought this in Venice said Keith.

2. This is a new type of engine said the driver.

3. What a mess cried Doris.

4. She said perhaps you should leave.

5. He cried where is it.

6. She paused for a moment and then added please forgive me.

2. Some speech is interrupted:

E.g.  “ Use a hammer,” said my father. “Give it a wallop!”

       “ I suppose,” said the man, “You’ll need a gun.”

Add speech marks and appropriate punctuation to the following sentences.

1. Where on earth said the jockey is my horse.

2. It’s too hot cried the soldier we’ll never make it.

3. As far as the job is concerned said Mr Slope you can forget it.

4. Extraordinary shouted the student amazing.

5. When I was a lad muttered the old man we only had turnips.

6. Perhaps said Doris you’re right. 

Write a short conversation below. Remember to take a new paragraph for a new speaker!

How do you feel about direct speech?

   Great!


    Got a few wrong
                    Need practice

Spelling Focus: remember the ‘W’!

1.wreath

2. wreck

3. wren

4. wrench

INDIRECT SPEECH
Unlike direct speech (e.g. John said, “I am hungry.”) this is speech which is reported (e.g. John said that he was hungry).

1. Convert the following sentences into indirect speech.

1. Molly said, “I have finished my exams.”

2. The policeman said to my uncle, “You are not allowed to park your car here.”

The policeman told my uncle that………………………………………
3. “I don’t understand,” said Doris.

4. “It’s the most beautiful beach I’ve ever seen!” said Oscar.

5.  “Never tell a lie and the world will be good to you,” said my father.

6.  “Can I help?” asked the old lady.

7. “Where can I put my bag?” asked John. 

Remember: When a character is thinking or wondering about something, indirect speech is appropriate.

E.g. He wondered how he could ever escape from the cell.
(Instead of - He wondered, “How can I ever escape from the cell?”)
E.g. She thought it would be better if she stayed at home.

(Instead of - She thought, “It will be better if I stay at home.”)
2. Write a short paragraph including Indirect Speech.

How confident are you about indirect speech?

Great!


    Got a few wrong
                  Need practice

Spelling Focus: common words which may be tricky.

1. because

2. believe

3. doesn’t

4. glimpse

5. mediocre

6. naïve.


7. perceive

 Apostrophes

The apostrophe is used instead of the word of i.e. the hat of the man becomes the man’s hat. It shows possession i.e. the hat belongs to the man.

To decide where to put the apostrophe you must ask yourself who it belongs to. Then place the apostrophe before or after the letter s depending on whether it is singular or plural. (One or more than one.)

If it is singular it takes ’s if it is plural it takes s’. However if it is a plural word which is the same in the singular, like sheep then it takes the singular form  ’s.

Exercise A: Rewrite the groups of words below, adding the apostrophe in the correct place.

1. The referees whistle

2. The singers voices  

3. the childs doll 

4. the members stand

5. The butterflies wings

6. The elephants trunk

7. The dogs home

8. The magazines cover

9. The sheeps bleating 

10. the childrens toys

Exercise B: The following phrases all contain the word of. Rewrite them, leaving out the word of and placing an apostrophe in the correct place.

1. The fangs of the snake.

2. The holiday of the pupils.

3. The cheers of the supporters.

4. The hat of Mr. Brown.

5. The help of my friend.

6. The smell of the chestnuts.

7. The boy-friend of Ann.

8. The flickering of the candles. 

9. The wheels of the bus.

10. The help of my friends.

Exercise C: Write out the following, adding apostrophes where necessary.

Many peoples hobby is collecting things and that is Davids hobby too. But David is one of the worlds worst collectors.

How confident do you feel about apostrophes?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling

1. generally

2. conductor 

3. argue

4. scene

5. pigeon                              

6. inspire

7. accident

8. performance

9. attempt

10. imagination

APOSTROPHES

Apostrophes are also used to show that a letter has been missed out. Instead of saying I did not you would say I didn’t. The apostrophe goes above the place the letter has been missed out.

Exercise A: Write out in full the following phrases.

1. Isn’t  

2. doesn’t

3. you’re 

4. she’d

5. he’ll

6. why’s

7. that’s

8. we’d

9. I’m

10. They’d

Exercise B: Write out the following phrases and shorten them, putting in apostrophes.

1. Where is

2. Let us

3. It will

4. I would

5. They will

6. We are

7. They are

8. It is

9. She is

10. bucket is

Exercise C: Write out the following sentences putting in apostrophes where necessary.

1. I havent got the tea ready yet because I wasnt expecting you till later.

2. Dont you realise that Im tired?

3. My father says that youre not to come to our house any more.

4. If your tooth isnt better by tomorrow youd better see the dentist.

5. If she doesnt come for her tea on time dont give her any.

6. Lets all go for a swim this afternoon.

7. I wouldnt do that if I were you.

8. My uncles a taxi-driver.

9. Im afraid that the cars broken down and wont go.

10. Peter says that theyre taking down their tents now.

How confident do you feel about apostrophes?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice


     Spelling

1. lightning

2. meanness

3. bandage

4. straight

5. vegetable

6. umbrella

7. jewel

8. prejudice

9. gallery

10. argument

COMMAS

The comma is used in a number of different ways but always to separate words or groups of words from each other. It should never be used instead of a full stop. A comma is placed between items in a list instead of and or or.

Exercise A: Write out the following putting commas in the appropriate places. Remember you do not need a comma before and or or.)

1. Andrew Jones Christopher Barber and Timothy Smedley should see Mr. Griffiths after assembly.

2. In the last year my sister has had measles mumps and chicken –pox.

3. Would you like coffee tea milk or orange?

4. Matthew Mark Luke and John wrote the gospels.

5. The room was full of dust cobwebs dead spiders and dead flies.

Exercise B: Do the same for the following, remembering that the list might be a list of adjectives or adverbs as well as of nouns.

1. He was a tall thin bald worried-looking man.

2. The teacher asked ordered begged and threatened the boy but he would not do it.

3. You may watch television only when you have taken the dog for a walk done your homework and tidied your room.

4. The mother was sobbing over her small thin weak crying child.

5. My father loves his family is kind to animals helps old ladies across the street and gives money to beggars.

6. It was a hot sticky thundery threatening day.

7. The doctor had an old wise kind face.

8. Big Aunt Bertha loves to eat spaghetti ravioli lasagne macaroni and all forms of pasta.

9. He returned the ball hard low fast and straight into the gloves of the wicket- keeper.

How confident do you feel about commas?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling
1. dangerous 

2. whistle

3. farther

4. father 

5. further

6. midday

7. forgotten

8. stretch

9. remarkable

10. laughter

COMMAS cont.

Very often a sentence will contain a word or group of words which should be marked off from the rest of the sentence. This is because the words are not absolutely necessary to the meaning; the sentence would still make perfectly good sense without them. To mark off this word or group of words we use a pair of commas.

Exercise A: Pairs of Commas for Parenthesis (see Parenthesis section): Each of the following sentences contains a group of words which add extra information.  Write out the following putting in pairs of commas to show the parenthesis/extra information.

1. Paris the capital of France is a beautiful city.

2. Mrs. Edge our neighbour agreed to feed our cats.

3. Mr. Stamp the postman knocked at the door.

4. Treasure Island a most interesting story is my favourite book.

5. The skylark the oldest boat in the harbour was sunk by the storm.

6. Noddy saw Mr. Plod the policeman coming up the street.

7. I do not wish my daughter Jane to see your son again.

8. Alan my friend is an excellent shot with an air rifle.

Exercise B: Another use of commas is to separate a subordinate clause (remember homework 2) from the rest of the sentence. This might involve one or two commas depending on where it occurs in the sentence. 

These clauses might begin with a word ending in –ing or –ed. Because they are not absolutely necessary to the meaning of the sentence we mark them off with the commas.

1. Singing loudly she began to wash the dishes.

2. Dressed in his best suit Vince went off to work.

3. The referee feeling he ought to be strict sent Dixon off.

4. The walkers all thoroughly exhausted collapsed on the ground.

5. Having dropped the brick on his foot he grunted in pain.

6. Losing his temper Mr. Watson shouted at his class.

7. Balancing carefully the acrobat began to walk across the wire.

8. Sitting up in Grandmother’s bed the wolf looked greedily at Little Red Riding Hood.

How confident do you feel about commas?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

           Spelling

1. theatre

2. jewellery

3. suspicious

4. brooch

5. solemn

6. awkward

7. ascend 

8. permanent

9. cautious

10. knowledge

THE COMMA SPLICE 

1. Sometimes people incorrectly use commas when they really need full stops.  

Write the following sentences correctly, replacing commas as necessary:

1 The boy kicked the football, he threw his hands in the air.

2 Whenever we visit Aunt Anne she gives us tea and cakes, I always enjoy these visits.

3 Always keen to be first, the little girl rushed towards Santa Claus.

4 It is always the same, it is always cold and wet on my birthday. 

5 As it was a lovely day, we all cycled to the nearest beach.

6 I couldn’t move fast, I felt like I was in a dream.

2. Sometimes it is better to keep the comma and use a conjunction (and, but, when, although, so, as, because, etc.).

Add a conjunction to make these correct sentences.

1. I felt like I was in a dream, I couldn’t move fast.      


2. I reached for the key, it was gone.

3. The lights went out, I was in total darkness.

3. Sometimes it is better to keep the comma and use a relative pronoun (who, whose, which, that).

Add a relative pronoun to make correct sentences below.

1. I looked out of the window to see blackness, it stretched as far as I could see.

2. The key would not turn in the lock, it was rusty with age.    

3. The spaceship plummeted to the unknown planet, it was surrounded in green mist.

How do you feel about using commas?

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice


Spelling Focus:   irregular plurals

1. wives   

2. giraffes

3. mosquitoes

4. crises

5. analyses

6. criteria

7. species

INVERTED COMMAS

Inverted commas are like speech marks: they are always used in pairs.

· They are used to indicate titles of books, poems, films, and television programmes etc.

· They are used round quotes.

· They are used round phrases not used in a literal or normal way e.g.  ‘Dead men’s shoes’ eventually led to his promotion.

· They are used round slang words if you want to emphasise that they are slang.
Exercise A: Rewrite the following sentences putting in inverted commas round titles.

1. The newsagent had forgotten to deliver David’s Shoot magazine.

2. ‘You are going to bed immediately after A Question of Sport,’ said Ben’s father.

3. Of all the Beatles songs she liked Penny Lane the best.

4. ‘My favourite book,’ said Alison, ‘is The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.’

5. For many years the chairman of Any Questions was David Jacobs. 
Exercise B: Rewrite the following sentences putting in inverted commas anything that is necessary remembering the rules at the top.

1. OTT is an abbreviation for the slang phrase over the top.

2. Jim felt rotten; he certainly wasn’t firing on all cylinders.

3. To be or not to be is a quote from Shakespeare.

4. Tom Slasher Brown won the boxing match.

5. Dad sang Sonny Boy in the bath every morning.

6. Lucre is a slang name for money.

7. Mrs. Lampwick bought copies of the Sun, the Daily Mirror, Daily Mail and Daily Express every morning.

8. The television series, Inspector Morse, ended last night.

How confident do you feel about inverted commas?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling

1. marriage

2. cough

3. forehead

4. surround

5. palm

6. carriage

7. length

8. fierce

9. performance

10. annual

THE COLON

The colon is a useful punctuation mark which can add variety to your writing.

1. The colon can introduce a list. 

We took lots of equipment on our expedition: tents, sleeping bags, torches, pans, tinned food, etc.

Write your own example.

2. The colon can introduce an example/s.

There are two things I will not eat: peanut butter and apricots.

Write your own example.

3. The colon can introduce an explanation of the statement made in the first part of the sentence.

You could hardly call it a car: the doors had fallen off, there was no bonnet and in place of a roof there was a large umbrella.

Write your own example.

4. Write out the following sentences, adding a colon in the correct place.

1. It was Gemma’s favourite meal fish and chips with baked beans.

2. This is what my mum asked me to buy string a hammer and some nails.

3. His last words were very simple I forgive you.

4. There were clear reasons for his behaviour his fear of being trapped and his hatred of spiders.

  How confident do you feel about colons?

Great!


Got a few wrong
                    Need practice


Spelling Focus: note the order of vowels.

1. thoroughly                   3 retrieve


2. through                        4 weird

THE SEMI-COLON

1. The semi-colon can link sentences which are closely related.

E.g. You can pretend to be serious; you cannot pretend to be amusing.

Add semi-colons to the following sentences.

1. The noblest of all dogs is the ‘hot dog’ it feeds the hand that bites it.

2. The stern-faced judge passed sentence the poor defendant passed out.

3. Mary got her looks from her father she got her temper from her mother.

4. The father read his small son a story later on, the boy woke his father up.

5. I enjoy swimming my sister can’t bear it.

Now write five sentences of your own including semi-colons.

2.  The semi-colon can also be used a. to separate phrases or b. categories in a list. 

E.g.

 a. The most important thing in life is to love someone; the second is to have someone loving you; the third is to have the first two happening at the same time.

b. She came back with bread, butter, cheese; two tents, a sleeping-bag and a torch; a fishing rod and a jar of worms.
Add semi-colons to the following sentences which contain lists.

1. The advantages of a bad memory are: one cannot be a good liar one cannot tell long boring stories one forgets unpleasant things and one enjoys places and books a second time round.

2. There were crisps on the floor peanuts on the sofa yoghurt on the carpet a bird was stuck in the kitchen the fridge door was open and the doorbell wouldn’t stop ringing.

3. The moon was full and bright the clouds were the colour of gold, silver and bronze the lawn was grey nothing on the earth made a sound.

4. I hear she is a wonderful mother to her well-behaved sons is a splendid cook makes all her own dresses is a marvellous hostess studies for a degree in computer science.

5. They had sharpened their swords spears and axes they’d polished their shields and armour the horses had been fed all the ditches had been filled with burning oil the archers were ready on the battlements and everyone waited for the trumpet of war.

Can you write a sentence using semi-colons in a list?

How do you feel about using semi-colons?

Great!


    Got a few wrong
                  Need practice

Spelling Focus: watch these tricky ones!

1. through   2. thoroughly   3. threw    4. rough    5. cough    6.   fought   7.  bought.

SIMILES
A simile is a figure of speech which describes something by comparing it to something else. It introduces this image with the words like or as e.g. my brother eats like a pig.

Exercise A: Rewrite the following sentences and underline the simile in each.

1. Hercules dragged a wild goat after him, for he was as strong as an ox.

2. She had a staff, the top of which was like the head of an eagle.

3. Like scones on a baking tray, we lay on the rock in the hot sun.

4. The plume of wood-smoke, like a blue feather in a lady’s hat, curled from the cottage chimney.

5. The brightly polished shield shone as though it were the sun itself.

Exercise B: Write a sentence for yourself, for each of the following 

things, describing them by means of a simile.

A cold morning, a sinking feeling when you see your team losing, a baby elephant, a boiled egg, the smell of a new baby, a sunny day, the chaos when you moved house, a leaf. 

Exercise C: Write out and underline the similes in the following 

sentences and describe the picture they give you, without repeating the main words.

1. The earth around the gateway was trodden hard and bare as a pavement.

2. My brother eats like a pig.

3. The cacti were like hairy serpents. 

4. The plant had shoots like the claws of a lobster.

5. His hair was like mouldy hay.

How confident do you feel about similes?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling

1. angel

2. fortnight

3. angle

4. scene

5. shriek

6. armour

7. quarrel

8. forgotten

9. eight

10. balance

METAPHORS

Metaphors are also figures of speech which are used to describe something. Unlike similes they create an image by saying the one thing is the other, or describing it in terms of the other without using like or as e.g. ‘My brother is a pig’ or ‘Her scream shattered the silence’.

Exercise A: Rewrite the following sentences, underlining the 

metaphors

1. The prisoners plodded on with leaden feet.

2. The disappointment broke her heart.

3. He was in a flaming temper.

4. My geography is rusty; I haven’t done any for two years.

5. The love of money is the root of evil.

6. He was greeted with stony silence.

Exercise B: Write 5 metaphors of your own.

Exercise C: Write out and underline the metaphors in the following 

sentences and describe the picture they give you, without repeating the main words.

1. His life was hanging by a thread.

2. The salary is low but the job will be a stepping- stone to something better.

3. The runaway lorry ploughed through the crowd of shoppers.

4. The whole affair is cloaked in mystery.

5. The problem bristled with difficulties.

6. He is rotten at the core.
How confident do you feel about metaphors?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!

    Got a few wrong
         Need practice

      Spelling

1. quarter

2. horrid

3. coffee

4. occur

5. occurred

6. belief

7. believe

8. grieve

9. ourselves

10. niece

PERSONIFICATION

Personification is a form of metaphor (sometimes called personal metaphor) except that the thing described is always compared to a person or does things that people do i.e. the trees marched into the distance.

Exercise A: Rewrite the following sentences underlining the 

personification.

1. Land of Hope and Glory, Mother of the free.

2. ‘If the law supposes that,’ said Mr. Bumble, ‘the law is an ass.’

3. The ancient pillars, tired of supporting the heavy oak-beamed town hall, had become bow-legged and knock –kneed.

4. The gruff old bell was always peeping slyly down at Scrooge out of a gothic window in the wall.

5. Scythes, bill-hooks, spades and mattocks jostled with bee hives and hay rakes in Jean Carson’s shop window. 

6. When your engine gets tired and run down, give it a tonic dose of EX-EL to make it fighting fit.  (adv.)

Exercise B: Write 5 sentences of your own with personification in them.

Exercise C:  When we personify things, some are regarded as 

masculine and some feminine e.g. Jack Frost is male and a ship is called she and is feminine.  Rewrite the following sentences filling in the blanks using he, she, his or her.

1. All I ask for is a tall ship and a star to steer------ by.

2. Slowly silently the moon walks the night in ---- silvery shoes.

3. England mourns for ---- dead across the sea.

4. Death lays --- icy hand on kings.

5. Accuse not Nature; ----- hath done ----- part.

How confident do you feel about personification?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling

1. flour

2. flower

3. Wednesday

4. clothes

5. cloths

6. chorus

7. Europe

8. area

9. people

10. banana

ONOMATOPOEIA
Onomatopoeia is another type of figure of speech. This describes the sound that is made.

The following list refers to various kinds of sounds. Some of them (like cackle) are onomatopoeic; that is, they imitate the actual sounds. Others (like shout) show no obvious sign of any such imitation.
Beat boil bump burst cackle cheep chime clank click crack crackle creak 

crunch cry dribble drone echo explode flow grate grind groan gurgle 

gush hiss jar knock peal resound reverberate ring roar rumble 

rustle scream screech shout spit splinter split plop slap twang steam trill

Exercise A:  From the above list, choose one onomatopoeic word that in your opinion best describes the sound made by each of the following:
1. Plunging red hot iron into water

2. Dry leaves blown by the wind

3. boulders falling into a cave

4.  A heavy chain striking a stone wall

5.  A person falling heavily on a wooden floor

6.  breaking a dead branch

7.  A stream running among stones

8. A plucked bow string Treading on an egg shell Burning twigs

9.  A rusty hinge on a small gate

10. Newly hatched chickens A pebble dropped into a pond

11. Small waves striking the side of a boat

Exercise B: Write out the following lines of poetry underling the onomatopoeic words.

1. Over the cobbles he clattered and clashed.

2. I heard the ripple washing in the reeds,

And the wild water lapping on the crag.

3. How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,

In the icy air of night

Keeping time, time, time.

In a sort of runic rhyme.

4. It cracked and growled, and roared and howled.

5. ‘Neath our feet broke the brittle bright stubble like chaff.

How confident do you feel about personification?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling

1. terrible

2. puzzle

3. vinegar

4. calendar

5. shoulder

6. soldier

7. address

8. selfish

9. loyal

10. favourite    
ALLITERATION

Alliteration is another type of figure of speech which describes the sound that is made. However, it does it by repeating letters to give the sound, e.g. ‘over the cobbles he clattered and clashed.’ (note you can have alliteration and onomatopoeia together)

Exercise A: copy the following quotes and underline the letters that are 

repeated. Also say what sort of sound it is giving you.

1. Beyond the last lone lamp I passed.

2. When fishes flew and forests walked.

3. ………………….the weak eyed bat

 with short shrill shriek flits by on leathern wing.

4. Sandlewood and cedarwood and sweet white wine.

5. Till last by Phillip’s farm I flow.

6. I know not where the white road runs.

7. To the gull’s way and the whale’s way

where the wind’s like a whetted knife.

8. He stayed not for brake, and he stopped not for stone.

Exercise B: As you will have found, the letters that are repeated sound 

like what is being talked about. See If You can make up sentences for each of the following using alliteration to convey the sound of it. 

1. The wind.

2. A steam train.

3. A church bell.

4. An owl.

5. A lion.

6. Walking along a wet surface.

How confident do you feel about personification?  Write one of the following in your jotter to say how you felt about what you did.

Great!


Got a few wrong
                   Need practice

      Spelling

1. insurance

2. recycle

3. cartridges

4. laser

5. prejudice

6. scheme

7. collection

8. website

9. emissions

10. global

