
 

Onomatopoeia Lead 
 

Using sound effects to capture the mood and the reader’s attention. 
 

● Ask: Where is the character? What is 
the ambient sound? What actions 
make sounds? 

 
● Brainstorm words that sound like the 

actions. 
 
 
 
 

Dialogue Lead 
 
Using a conversation to set up the story. 
 

● Ask: Who is there? What are they doing? How do 
they feel?  

 
● Rehearse the conversation that might take place. 

 
● Think about what details will inform about the setting, the 

characters, or their feelings. 

Snapshot Lead 
 
Creating a picture in the mind of your reader of where 
you are and what is happen. 
 

● Picture the beginning of your story.  
 

● Think about how to describe the most vivid parts of the scene: the 
environment, the actions, and the mood. 

 

 






