

Thumb Challenge

	Directions
	Benefits to CLD Students

	· Take 2 sentence strips or a piece of paper and write the key vocabulary words or critical concepts on both sentence strips/sides of the paper.  If you use sentence strips, tape them together after the vocabulary words are written on them.

· Make sure to write the same words/key concepts on both sides so the students are practicing the same words.

· Have students sit facing each other, with the sentence strips/paper in the middle.

· Ask both students to hold the sentence strips/paper together by putting their thumbs on the first word on each side (Note: The words should be the same for both students – i.e., alliteration would be the first word in the example to the left).

· Have one student start by reading the first word/concept and then stating the definition/meaning of the word/concept. 

· If the student who began first struggles or does not know a word/concept, the other student starts sharing from the very first word.  As the student shares his/her definition/meaning, the first student’s comprehension is stretched to the next level.

· If the second student cannot complete the words/concepts, the first student begins again with the first word.

· The student who finishes first is the winner. 

· Be sure to tell students that if at any point they are both unable to figure out the words, they can raise their sentence strip in the air as a signal that they need help from the teacher. 

· As your students are sharing, you can go around and listen to your students share and check for understanding. 

· If you find a lot of students struggling with a certain word, bring the whole group back and review that particular word again with the whole class.

Teacher Tip: Laminate the sentence strips with the key vocabulary so they can be used repeatedly. 
	Provides a great review/assessment activity for CLD students across content areas. 

CLD students do not have to rely on their ability to write their responses, instead they can orally state them.

The fact that students can challenge each other at any point stretches them to a higher cognitive level as they must justify their responses. 

The focus is on engaging students and moving beyond factual knowledge to demonstrate learnings in a participatory manner. Such participation makes thinking public and extends student learning and use of content-based English vocabulary. 


(Used with the permission of Herrera, Kavimandan, Perez, & Wessels)
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