
Onomatopoeia
 

Summary 
Students will be able to recognize examples of onomatopoeia and use it in their writing.
 

Main Core Tie 
English Language Arts Grade 5

Writing Standard 3 d.
 

Time Frame 
4 class periods of 45 minutes each
 

Group Size 
Large Groups
 

Life Skills 
Communication
 

Materials 
Computer lab (a computer for each student) Google Lit Trip: Were Going on a Bear Hunt Blog with
posts of pictures from books Narrative prompt
 

Background for Teachers 
Onomatopoeia is a word that imitates or suggests the source of the sound that it describes. Example:
buzz
 

Student Prior Knowledge 
This unit should be taught along with narratives. Students should have a grasp on how to write a
narrative in order to complete the final assignment. Students should also have a knowledge of how to
comment on a blog post, meaning they need to understand how to use a computer and type.
 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
Students will be able to use onomatopoeia in their narrative writing as a way to include sensory
details.
 

Instructional Procedures 
We will start by watching a video on onomatopoeia. At then end of the video, write up the word
onomatopoeia on the board and ask the students if they think they know any words that could be
used as onomatopoeia. Record them all on the board and fix students misconceptions along the way.
Introduce students to the google lit trip about We're Going on a Bear Hunt. They will read the story
and ask them to look for examples of onomatopoeia. When the students have worked through the
google lit trip, ask they to tell you all the examples of onomatopoeia and why they think they author
used onomatopoeia on that page. Then ask the students why the students think onomatopoeia is
important (why should we include it in our writing?) Direct the students to the blog. The blog they are
going to use should be created with different posts of pictures (from books preferably) that could use
onomatopoeia. The students need to post on at least three of the pictures what words they would use
to represent sounds (or create onomatopoeia). They cannot put sounds that are already listed on the
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blog. Then pull the class together and share what they wrote. If you want, ask students why they
wrote down what they did. Onomatopoeia needs to be integrating into the writing activity. Since
narratives are also being covered, the new assignment must be a narrative which includes
onomatopoeia (at least four examples of it).
 

Strategies for Diverse Learners 
Gifted and Talented students could be asked to include specific (harder) words as onomatopoeia in
their writing. They could also be asked to post onomatopoeia that is more than a number of letters
long (forcing them to think outside the box of simple onomatopoeia. Lower level student adaptions
ultimately depend on the student and where they need help in learning. These students could draw a
comic book instead of writing out their narrative. They could also be given a list of onomatopoeia
words that they can choose from to fit the situations they encounter.
 

Extensions 
To extend this lesson, I would ask the students to turn their narrative into a google lit trip. They would
need to create at least ten locations of their story and include aspects of their story at each sight.
They would still need to use four examples onomatopoeia in their google lit trip.
 

Assessment Plan 
The assessment will be conducted through work students have already completed. The assessment
of technology will be if they can post on a blog (a rubric is included to evaluate students blog posts).
The assessment of onomatopoeia will be done by the narrative they wrote at the end of the lesson.
There is a rubric to asses their use on onomatopoeia. Another rubric to assess narrative writing will
be necessary (depending on how much narrative writing you have taught and what you would like to
focus on).
 

Rubrics 
Blog Posts 
Onomatopoeia 
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