
Simple & Compound Sentences 
 

1. Simple Sentence = one independent clause 
  Ex:  The cow jumps over the moon. 

 
2. Compound Sentence = two or more independent clauses joined by conjunction(s) 

Independent clauses may be joined by a semicolon (used alone or with a transition). 
Ex:  The cow jumps over the moon, and the fork ran away with the spoon. 

 
Directions:  Label the following sentences as simple (S), compound (CD), or 
fragment (FR). 

_____1. Gina and Rick will conduct the experiment in chemistry class today.  

_____2. Sara worked last summer and saved enough money for a computer.   

_____3. The entire crowd waited and quietly, and Niki walked to the line and made the 
free throw.          

_____4. The delivery person arrived late, but the pizza was still warm.   

_____5. The people in the home stands threw paper onto the floor; consequently, the 
referee called a foul on the home team.      

_____6. When Mrs. Levinson assigned the difficult paper.     

_____7. Jack is on the yearbook staff this year; he won’t be writing for the newspaper.                        

_____8. Outside of school, the students.       

_____9. What time does the next plane leave?       

_____10. I hope to catch up on my reading during spring break.    
 
 



Directions:  Identify the following sentences as simple (S), compound (CD), fused 
(FD), or fragments (FR). 

_____1. Some inventions are created by accident. 

_____2. Walter E. Diemer worked for a chewing-gum company. 

_____3. He was an accountant, but he wanted to improve the company’s gum. 

_____4. Because he wanted chewier gum.   

_____5. He didn’t succeed, but he did come up with something. 

_____6. He produced a mixture, it could be blown into bubbles. 

_____7. This mixture was the first bubble gum. 

_____8. Which Diemer added pink food coloring. 

_____9. The gum was fun to chew, and the color made it attractive. 

_____10. If Walter Diemer had not experimented. 

_____11. He would not have discovered bubble gum, and we might not have it today. 

 

Directions:  Combine the following simple sentences into two compound sentences. 

1. Over 1,000 years ago the Maya of Mexico chewed chicle.  Native Americans 
later taught European settlers to chew gum. 

 

 

 

2. Modern chewing gum was originally made with sugar.  In the mid-1900s, 
companies began making sugarless gum. 



 Complex Sentences 
 

Complex Sentences = 1 independent clause + 1 or more dependent clause(s) 
Ex:  While Mary cooks dinner, she watches the evening news. 
 

Directions:  Identify the following clauses as independent or dependent. 
 
1. While the teacher talked.    __________ 

2. Because she was late.    __________ 

3. That inform and entertain.    __________ 

4. When the dog barked.    __________ 

5. I skipped breakfast.     __________ 

6. The baby cried.     __________ 

7. I like magazines.     __________ 

8. The students slept.     __________ 

9. The curtain rose.     __________ 

10. The actors and crew smiled and bowed.  __________ 

 
 
Directions:  Underline the dependent clause in each sentence.  If there is none, write 
None.  Identify the sentences as simple (S), compound (CD), or complex (CX). 

_____1. Some useful inventions have caused serious problems. 

_____2. A good example is the automobile, which became popular in the early 1900s. 

_____3. The automobile is now one of our most important means of transportation, but 
it also causes much of our air pollution. 

_____4. Some people who worry about our environment believe in restricting the use of 
cars. 

_____5. They think that people should not be able to drive cars in certain places. 

_____6. When we have better engines and fuels, some people think the problem will 
disappear. 



Identifying Dependent Clauses in Complex Sentences 

Directions:  Circle the word that sets off the dependent clause in each sentence.  Then, 
underline the entire dependent clause. 

1. George played football while Betsy went shopping. 

2. Although Pittsburgh has the better football team, it lost. 

3. The woman whom my mom talked to sells cosmetics. 

4. The book that Jonathan read is on the shelf. 

5. The house, which Abraham Lincoln was born in, is still standing. 

6. The town where I grew up is in the United States. 

7. When he handed in his homework, he forgot to give the teacher the last page.   

8. The teacher returned the homework after she noticed the error.  

9. The students are studying because they have a test tomorrow. 

10. After they finished studying, Carl and Maria went to the movies. 

 

 

Trigger Words:  Words that usually begin a dependent clause. 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 



Directions:  Using two different colors, highlight or underline independent and 
dependent clauses.  Afterward, label each sentence type (S, CD, CX). 

_____1. Before weather forecasters used satellites and radar, people looked for 

clues in nature for predicting the weather.   

_____2. Since people did not have sophisticated equipment, they watched the 

behavior of animals, birds, and insects.   

_____3. Some signs are reliable, but others should not be trusted.  

_____4. Here are some examples of what people once believed.  

_____5. If you can see a groundhog’s shadow on February 2, there will be six 

more weeks of winter. 

_____6. When the sky is red at sunset, good weather will follow. 

_____7. When the sky is red at sunrise, the weather can’t be trusted. 

_____8. Germans kept frogs to predict rain because frogs croak more in low air 

pressure. 

_____9. Pinecones have been used to forecast weather because they open up in 

dry weather. 

_____10. They close up when the weather is damp. 

_____11. We are lucky that weather forecasting techniques have improved. 



Compound-Complex Sentences 
 

Compound-Complex Sentences  = 
2 independent clauses joined by a conjunction + 1 or more dependent clause(s) 

 
Ex:  I read Frankenstein, which Mary Shelley wrote, and I reported on it. 
 

Directions:  Identify the following clauses as complex (CX) or compound-complex 
(CC). 
 
_____1. The runners who completed the marathon celebrated at the finish line.  

_____2. Because she arrived first, Kristin unlocked the door, but she left the key in 

the lock.  

_____3. Lee didn’t know when we would return, but we went with him anyway. 

_____4. Tonight we’ll just eat whatever is left from lunch, and tomorrow we’ll order 

pizza.  

_____5. The pool where we usually swim is too small for swim team practice. 

_____6. Because he is a member of the school board, Mr. Williams spoke in favor of 

the bond issue, but he didn’t give it his complete support. 

_____7. Leonardo DiCaprio is the actor who starred in Titanic. 

_____8. The assembly, which will be in the gym, won’t last very long; however, 
everyone must attend. 

Directions:  Write your own sentences according to the kind listed. 

1. Simple 

________________________________________________________________ 

2. Compound 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. Complex 

________________________________________________________________ 

4. Compound-Complex 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 



Punctuating Sentence Types 
 

Compound Sentences 
 

a comma and a coordinating conjunction 
(and, but, or, for, nor, so) 

 

Road construction can be inconvenient, 
but it is necessary. 

 
a semicolon when the second clause 

directly relates to the first  
 

Road construction in Dallas has hindered 
travel around town; streets have become 

covered with bulldozers, trucks, and cones. 

a semicolon and conjunctive adverb when 
the second clause indirectly relates to the 

first 
 

after all however nevertheless 
also in addition next 

as a result incidentally nonetheless 
besides indeed on the contrary 

consequently in fact on the other hand 
finally in other words otherwise 

for example instead still 
for example likewise then 
furthermore meanwhile therefore 

hence moreover thus 
 

Road construction in Dallas has hindered 
travel around town; consequently, streets 

have become covered with bulldozers, 
trucks, and cones. 

Complex Sentences 
 

an independent clause followed by a 
dependent clause 

 

Many people have opted to ride bicycles or 
walk to work because road construction 

has hindered travel around town. 

 
an introductory dependent clause followed 

by a comma and the independent clause 
 

Because road construction has hindered 
travel around town, many people have 
opted to ride bicycles or walk to work. 

Compound-Complex 
 

an introductory dependent clause followed 
by a comma and an independent clause 

 
 separate 2 independent clauses with a 
comma and a coordinating conjunction  

 

When it is filtered, water is cleaner, and it 
tastes better. 

 

 
an introductory dependent clause followed 

by a comma and an independent clause 
 

separate 2 independent clauses by a 
semicolon and conjunctive adverb when 

the second clause indirectly relates to the 
first 

 

When it is filtered, water is cleaner and 
tastes better; all things considered, it is 

better for you. 
 

 



Directions:  Punctuate each sentence then label it: simple (S), compound (CD), 
complex (CX), or compound-complex (CC). 

 

_____1. Ottawa is the capital of Canada but Toronto is the capital of Ontario 

_____2. Democracy is a noble goal it is important however to protect the minority 

from the tyranny of the majority. 

_____3. I do not own a Porsche 

_____4. Call your father as soon as you arrive in Antigonish 

_____5. I ate the sushi and left the restaurant 

_____6. Unless my girlfriend postpones her visit from Calgary I will not have time 

to study for my exam. 

_____7. Susanne wanted to be here but she cannot come because her car is in 

the shop. 

_____8. The football game was canceled because it was raining 

_____9. When the train arrives and if Ms. Langlois is on it she will be served with a 

subpoena. 

_____10. Lying exposed without its blanket of snow the ice on the river melts 

quickly under the warm March sun. 

_____11. Although my friend invited me to a party I do not want to go 

 



Sentence Type Review 
this is very similar to your quiz☺ 

 
Directions:  Read the following sentences and identify them as simple (S), compound 
(CD), complex (CX), compound-complex (CC), or fragment (FR). 

_____1. Guy de Maupassant wrote approximately three hundred short stories 
during his career. 

_____2. He often wrote about characters who struggled against their fate. 

_____3. Greed or ambition often lead to the downfall of his characters. 

_____4. “The Necklace” is about a woman who borrowed a diamond necklace 
from a friend. 

_____5. She lost the borrowed necklace, and she bought another one. 

_____6. She returned the new necklace to the woman who had loaned the other 
necklace to her, and she kept the loss secret. 

_____7. After ten years of hard work. 

_____8. She paid for the necklace, but the work robbed her of her youth and 
beauty. 

_____9. That the borrowed necklace had not been made of real diamonds. 

_____10. What was the lesson she had learned? 

Directions:  Punctuate the following sentences and identify them as simple (S), 
compound (CD), complex (CX), or compound-complex (CC). 

_____11. Your genes carry your family’s genetic history 

_____12. As she was driving over the bridge she sneezed 

_____13. Crash dummies Larry and Vince, whose TV ads promoted seat belt 
safety, were probably Hybrid II descendants 

_____14. TV families often owned dogs but you rarely saw a cat 

_____15. Because families are so scattered many people use e-mail and 
grandparents also use computers 

 


