Syntax Vocabulary

Author’s Intention:

Declarative sentence:  the kind of sentence that makes a statement often with a strong, active verb

Two problems perplexed the student.

Washington offers the tourist two unique spots of interest.

Interrogative sentence:  The kind of sentence that asks a question and uses a question mark.  This type of sentence places responsibility on the audience.

What two places in the world would you like most to visit?

For what two reasons do little boys enjoy stomping in mud puddles?
There are two kinds of interrogative sentences, direct and indirect. (Note that an indirect question does not make a sentence interrogative.)

Direct/Interrogative 

When was Lester Pearson prime minister?
Indirect/Declarative 

I wonder when Lester Pearson was prime minister. 

A direct question requires an answer from the reader, while an indirect question does not.

Exclamatory sentence:  is simply a more forceful version of a declarative sentence, marked at the end with an exclamation mark and used for emphasis.

I absolutely will not ride in that car!

What incredible luck I had yesterday!

Imperative sentence:  gives a direct command to someone -- this type of sentence can end either with a period or with an exclamation mark, depending on how forceful the command is

Don’t say a word about your actions.

Sit down!

Type and Number of Clauses:

Simple Sentence:  The most basic type of sentence is the simple sentence, which contains only one clause. A simple sentence can be as short as one word.  Usually, however, the sentence has a subject as well as a predicate and both the subject and the predicate may have modifiers. All of the following are simple sentences, because each contains only one clause:

Run!

Ice melts. 

The ice melts quickly. 

The ice on the river melts quickly under the warm March sun. 

Lying exposed without its blanket of snow, the ice on the river melts quickly under the warm March sun. 

Compound Sentence:  A compound sentence consists of two or more independent clauses (or simple sentences) joined by co-ordinating conjunctions like "and," "but," and "or":

Simple:  Canada is a rich country. 

Simple:  Still, it has many poor people. 

Compound:  Canada is a rich country, but still it has many poor people. 

Compound-Complex Sentence:  a co-ordinating conjunction sometimes joins two complex sentences, or one simple sentence and one complex sentence. 

The package arrived in the morning, but the courier left before I could check the contents. 

Complex Sentence:  contains one independent clause and at least one dependent clause. Unlike a compound sentence, however, a complex sentence contains clauses which are not equal. Consider the following examples:

Simple:  My friend invited me to a party. I do not want to go. 

Compound:  My friend invited me to a party, but I do not want to go. 

Complex:  Although my friend invited me to a party, I do not want to go. 

Order of Clauses (must be a Complex or Compound-Complex Sentence):

Loose Sentence:  main clause first; subordinate clause/phrases follows

The catcher waited patiently for the pitcher to begin.

The plane landed safely despite heavy storms.
Periodic Sentence:  subordinate constructions first; main clause closes the sentence

Despite heavy storms, the plane landed safely.
After clearing out the furniture, covering the carpet, and removing the pictures, I began painting the large room.

Convoluted Structure:  main clause is split in two; subordinate material is between

The pizza delivery boy, no matter how late, still expected a hefty tip.

The talk-show host, whatever his own opinions were, conducted an excellent interview.

The plane, despite heavy storms, landed safely.

Centered Structure:  main clause occupies the middle, subordinate material around

Having wanted to walk on the sea like St. Peter, he had taken an involuntary bath, losing his dignity and the better part of his reputation.

After digging a large hole, I planted the tree, which was also large and hard to manage.

Despite heavy storms, the planed landed safely with a sigh of relief from the passengers.

Miscellaneous (but common) Types of Sentences:

Balanced or Parallel Sentence:  Two or more words or constructions must be in the same grammatical form—infinitives, verbs, gerunds, participles, prepositional phrases, clauses, etc.  This style is impressive and pleasing to hear, and elaborates rhythm and order.

To complain of the age we live in, to murmur at the present possessors of power, to lament the past, to conceive extravagant hopes of the future, are the common dispositions of the greatest part of mankind.
Rhetorical Question:  creates active involvement with reader or audience by asking them to think
Wasn’t the cult of James a revealing symbol, a symbol of an age and society which wanted to dwell like him in some false world of false art and false cultures?

A good study-body is perhaps the most important factor in a great university.  How can you possibly make good wine from poor grapes?

“Freight Train”:  sentence consisting of short, independent clauses coupled for a sense of immediacy; the effect produces a rhythmical quality.

And I’ll look out for you, and you’ll sign out as soon as you see me,aAnd we’ll go down the street arm in arm, and into all the shops, and then I’ll choose my house, and you’ll choose your house, and we’ll live there like princes and good fellows.

Types of Repetition:
Antimetabole—repetition of words, in clauses, in reverse grammatical order.

Mankind must put an end to war—or war will put an end to mankind.

I am stuck on Band-Aid ‘cause Band-Aid stuck on me.

If you cannot control your spending, your spending will control you.

Chiasmus—The criss-cross or reversal of grammatical structures in successive phrases or clauses.

By day the frolic, and the dance by night.

His time a moment, and a point his space.

Epanalepsis—repetition at the end of a clause of the word that occurred at the beginning of the clause.

Blood hath bought blood, and blows have answer’d blows.

Year chases year, decay pursues decay.

Anadiplosis—Repetition of the last word of one clause at the beginning of the following clause.

Labor and care are rewarded with success, success produces confidence, confidence relaxes industry, and negligence ruins the reputation which diligence had raised.

Aboard my ship, excellent performance is standard.  Standard performance is sub-standard.  Sub-standard performance is not permitted to exist.

Anaphora—repetition of the same word or group of words at the beginnings of successive sentences.

It is a luxury, it is a privilege, it is an indulgence for those who are at their ease.

Epistrophe—repetition of the same word or group of words at the ends of successive clauses.

I’ll have my bond!  Speak not against my bond!  I have sworn an oath that I will have my bond!

Free at last; free at last; Thank God Almighty, free at last.

