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Grammar-Wednesday Notes

Wednesday Notes

Clauses and Sentence Type

I. CLAUSES

· Every clause must have a subject and verb, and includes all the words that modify or complete the subject and verb.
· Types of Clauses:
· Independent clause (also called main clause)
· Every sentence must have at least one independent clause.
· The independent clause can usually stand alone. 
· Does not start with a relative pronoun or a subordinating conjunction
· Dependent clause (also called subordinate clause)
· The dependent clause can never stand alone.
· A dependent clause starts with a relative pronoun or a subordinating conjunction. 
· Ex.: We will eat when the bell rings. – “when the bell rings” is a dependent clause and starts with the subordinating conjunction, “when.”
· Ex.: She likes the guy who sits in front of her. – “who sits in front of her” is a dependent clause and starts with the relative pronoun, “who.”

II. SENTENCE TYPES – (structure of the sentence)
· Simple sentence – contains only one independent clause

Ex: My dog, Cocoa, is a Labrador retriever.

· Compound sentence – contains two or more independent clauses

Ex.: Jason and Andrew are high school students, and Jeremy is in college.
· Complex sentence - contains one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses

Ex.: When we arrive at Disney World, we are going to check into our resort.

III. SENTENCE PURPOSE

· Declarative - makes a statement and ends in a period.

· Interrogative - asks a question and ends in a question mark.

· Imperative - gives a command and ends in a period.

· Exclamatory - expresses strong feelings and ends in an exclamation point.  

