(eremonial Speeches

ou will hear a greal many informative and persuasive speeches in your lilelimea, but some of the mare memorable presentations you
encourier will be af nester type. Instead, you will be marne kely o remember creative and colorful commemorative speaches than the
inlarmalive speech aboud the stabe af your compary’s finances, ar the persuasive speech designed io get you o vole for a candidate.
Thess commemomive spasches are the thind general category of presentaiions, and they contain characleristios that make them guile
distinct from informative and persuasiee remarks.

In this chapter, we will firs1 explain the diferent types of commemarative speeches, paying particular atiention fo the comexts in which
ey occur. We will then detail how fhese spaaches differ from indarmative and persuasive speaches belore concluding the chapier with
wome hélpful suggesions for creating and delivering a good commemorative address. A you will ses, these spesches contain room for
oreativity and can be some of the mast enpoyable spesches 1o wite and deliver.

Types of Commemorative Speeches

Many differeni cccasions call for a celebriory speech. These speeches are called commemorative because they commemorale, or
celebraie, a person, evenl, chject, or even an idea. In this seclion, we wil idenlify and dissuss five different forms of commemarative
address with which you might be familiar. The first, and saddest, i a eulogy, which coours when someons passes away The sacond
form of commemorative sddmess is a loact, which is resarved for happier cccasions. The ned teo take place when somsone pressnbs,
or receives, an award. Finally, we will deiasd a specific form of commemomfve address pou will hear in the nol-loo-distant fubire: a
graduation addness.

Eulagies

The first type of commemorative address we will discuss is a eulogy. Evlogies are emotional speaches; however, thal amation need not
be ane of sadness. As we indicated in the definition above, commemonative speeches are celebratary, not depressing, and So eulogies
should be a celehration of a person’s e, not a moment bo focus on his or her death.

If you are called upon o daliver a suliogy, you will most Bely have & few days b prepare your remans. Thess ypes of spesches should
focus on major events and accomplishments in the e of the deceased. Since these speeches ans o be celsbratory and happy, you
might ak$o consider lelling a humorous stary aboul the deceased person. It is imperative, however, Tial you do nol appear o be modking
the person, but rather emphasizing a positive quakty he or she exemplfied during lile. This story helps o esiablish a comman bond
Betasan you, tha sudence, and the dearly deparisd person.

Allhough eulogies are nlensely personal and emotionall speeches, you should take can to talk aboul the person in such a way hat the
audience fesls involved. You should refrain from beling Srssde jokes" thal people in the audience would not understand ar appreciabe.
The spasadh is as much a momenl of emotional refease for you as il i for them. In fact, euiogies are besi undersicod &= communal
oelebrations of a lile, and not personal retrospectives about another individual. They should emphasize the gualities of the peson by
telling spedfic sories from his or ber lile that lusirale thaose aspecis. You are, in essence, creating a way 1o remember ancther person.

Toasts

In contrast 1o ewliogies, ane of the more enlertaining and enjoyable commemorative Speech evenis involves giving a taasi. The most
Common occasion when oasts are used i al a wedding. B youw ane the masd ol hanor or bast man at a wedding, you will likely give a
ozt for the bride and groom. Like edogies, wedding ioasis are personal in nature and are celebrations about the union of two people.
Ol course, joasis ooour al other imes han just weddings, such as al holdays and dinner parties, but the =ame general expeciations
apply. Usually you will know you will ba deleering a icast well in advance, so you will have plerty of time b prepane your remarks for the
oooasion.



