SEMINAR IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

COURSE OUTLINE & REQUIREMENTS

Seminar in Current Affairs is a research and discussion-based course that will provide students with an opportunity to explore
broad and ever-changing arrays of social concerns and issues. As the student, you will be expected to do research on various topics
and thoroughly explore all sides of the issues. You will have to consider a variety of opinions and perspectives on controversial and
complex topics. Ultimately you will have to take and defend a position. This class requires extensive class participation and
discussion. The intention of this Current Affairs course is to add relevance to past and current studies as well as to promote global
awareness and create an educated citizenry.

The nature of this course makes it impossible to provide the typical course content, topical outline and associated timeline. The
following suggests the manner in which this course will be conducted:

DAILY NEWS- Daily general class discussion/writing on current, event breaking news from around the school to around the
world.

REGULAR WRITINGS-Series of analytical writings, scheduled every 7 to 10 days. Individual students select from current
news sources in issues of interest to themselves. You generally will NOT be given class time to work on these assignments.
They must follow the following format:

Page 1 - Properly identify the news source, topic, date, etc. Summary of the issue presented in the news source. Clearly
state the issue of the news story, preferably in the form of a question.

Page 2- Defend the “pro” side of the issue.
Page 3- Defend the “con” side of the issue.
Page 4- As the writer, choose your position on the issue and defend your position in writing using logic.
These must be typed or neatly written out in ink, in the above order, stapled and turned in on the assigned due date.

TEACHER SELECTED TOPICS-Consideration of these topics may be, but are not exclusive to, traditional lecture, class
discussion, individual and cooperative group research and presentations, debates, or guest presentations.

RESEARCH PROJECTS- Individual, midterm and final/paper projects dealing with a topic of your choice with teacher
approval of the thesis and the outline. Students are encouraged to go beyond traditional high school resources to include
original source documents, correspondence with first parties, and/or expert interview, etc.

Work to be graded may include but is not limited to:
Class participation (daily)---listening as well as speaking
Current news assignments (daily)

Regular writings (every 7-10 days)

Teacher selected topic project/writings

Research Projects (Midterm and Final)
Quizzes/Exams/Final Exam

Other assignments up to teacher discretion

Grading Scale:
93-100 = A
85-92 =B
778 =C
70-76 =D

Below70= F



Final Grade = 1stQuarter 40% = 2" Quarter 40% = Final Exam 20%

POSSIBLE TOPICS:

Climate Change

Assisted Suicide

Law enforcement cameras
Single-Sex Schools
Legalization of marijuana

Gay Marriage

Prescription drug advertisement
Separation of Church and State

POSSIBLE NEWS SOURCES:
MSNBC,

CNN

NPR

C-SPAN

TIME

NEWSWEEK

US AND WORLD REPORT
THE ECONOMIST

MAJOR NEWSPAPERS

Animal Rights Genetic Engineering
Death Penalty Right to Healthcare
Standardized Tests College Education
Alternative Fuels Privacy Rights

lllegal immigration Drug use in sports
Origins of sexual orientation Throw- away society
Fair taxation system Use of torture

Body image and food marketing

REPUTABLE PRINT MEDI, RADIO, TV or ONLINE SOURCES

Euthanasia

Obesity

Teacher Tenure

Roe v Wade

Drone use

Social Networking
Felons voting
International relations



