Example Persuasive Speech
Intreduction:

Imagine that you've just finished schaal, gotlan a job, warked forty hours all weak, and thes $1.00 bl
rapresents yvour whoke paycheck. [hold up dollar bill] As vour emplayer, 'm about 1o hand you tha check,
whan | stop, tear off 20% like this, give it 1o Uncle Sam and say, "Here's my amployea’s income tax.” Then |
tear off another 30% like this, give that to him, too, and say, "And here is bar Medicara and Social Security
tax.” Finally, | give you this half and say, "Here hard warker, this is your whole paycheck " Would that maka
wou angry? That's your money! Senalor Alan Simpson doesnt think =0, In the last ssue of Modem Maturty,
ha says that unless legelation changes the Socal Securiy system, L. our ganaration will have 1o pay 2086 ol
our paychecks as moome tax, and 3058 as Social Securily 1ax. That means we can anly keap 50% of whal we

eam. Does that seem fair? Bul the news gets worse. Remamber this 30% [hold up piece of bill] that we paid
Social Security’? 2. We

Ramamber that year, 2050—we’'ll gel back 1o that =oon. What's the problem? The Social Secunty system
caniinsure our financial secunty. Whats the solution? We have lo slaid our own sawings plans, and the

eadier the batar. In fact, 3. f we all star saving manay as =00n as we gal aur first paycheck, we all will ba

able 1 suppaort aursabhes financially in the futura.
Background Information:
In almast avary financial situation that you deal with, there s the dea ol an "account” mvalved: a

=3vings account, a checking account, and when you get alder, a retirament account. You pul maneay inta thea
account, and later you can retreve the money that you put in. The Socal Securily system s nothing lika that.
You put money into Social Security, and il s immadiataly paid out 1o the people callecting Social Security
checks, Americans who have retired. Ewver since d staned back in 1935, The Sodal Secumy system has never
baen secura. According o howsuthvorks com, in 1935, when Roosevell signad the Social Securnty Act into
law, there were a ot of paopla who needead benefls {becausa ol the Greal Depresson), but thare was no
maney 1o pay those benafits with. The idea at the time was that people currently working would pay into the
system and thair money would immediately go back out in the farm of banefit checks. Each generation of
retiring workers would get paid by the people currently working, and therefore the system would fund itself
faraver despite the fact that the system had no money to stant with. In 1935, there were many mare people
paying into tha system than those recening benalits. The ratio of workers to retireaes meant that workers did
not have 10 pay much nto the system. In the future, the retiramant of millons of baby boomers sall bun the
ratio -- there will be so many retired people that the warking peopke will not be able to support them.

Argument 1:

ou might have heard that the Sodcial Saecunty system currently takas in more manay than il pays out n
ardar to try ta handle the baby boomer prablem. What happens with the excess maney the system collects?
The Social Security system buys U.S. Treasury bonds with the surplus. Essengally, the govemment {in the
farm of the Social Securily Administration) loans the surplus 1o isell. Did hey evar ask us if they could borrow
our money? Oh, but they will definiely be able 10 scrounge up thal money whan the time comes to pay thosa



