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Writing an essay is a common task faced by those who study English. Often essays are used as 
homework, part of tests, and, of course, as one of the tests for admission to educational institutions.

I found an interesting post that talks about what types of essays are used most often, and gives tips 
for writing such texts. I present to your attention an adapted (and augmented) Russian-language 
version of this material.

What is an essay in English

In English, an essay is one of the genres of written works that resembles the “essay-reasoning” 
habitual in the post-Soviet space. When writing such a text, the author’s task is often to convey his 
opinion and justify it; in other cases, to investigate a question in order to provide the reader with 
space for his own conclusions.
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This leaves a certain imprint on the narrative style. Often it is conducted in the first person singular, 
connective words are widely used in the text, emotional vocabulary and metaphors are found.

There are quite a few essays of various types in various sources they are distinguished from several 
main ones, up to ten or more. Today we will focus on the basic types of essays.

Narrative Essays

One of the most popular types of essays. When writing such a text, the author must tell a story 
based on experience from real life. Such stories are usually written in first-person format, and the 
narrative leads the reader to independent conclusions.

Descriptive Essays

In this case, the main goal is to draw a picture for the reader using words. Typically, the author 
describes situations, people or objects, laying in a simple description of a deeper meaning. 
Typically, such texts affect the emotions of readers, the task is also to bring them to some 
conclusions based on what they read.

Analytical Essays (Expository Essays)

Texts of this type usually include analysis of a certain topic, which is performed using facts, 
statistics, links to various studies and reports. That is, the facts are more important than emotions in 
descriptive essays. Therefore, even in a first-person presentation, the author should avoid 
expressing his own opinion or expressing his emotions.

Persuasive Essays

As the name implies, the main task of this type of essay is to convince the reader of something 
using facts, logic, and descriptions of situations related to the topic. In such texts it is good to use 
expert opinions, practical examples, etc.
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As stated above, there are significantly more types of English-language essays, but these are the 
main ones. Now let's move on to tips for writing texts of these types.
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