
5th Grade Reading Log 
 

 People who read the most, read the best!  Whatever your reading 

level, the more you read and think about what you have read, the more 

accomplished a reader you become.  In addition, when you write about 

something you read, your writing skills improve. 

 You are required to read a chapter book for 100 minutes per week.  That is just 

20 minutes a day, five days a week.  Additional reading is optional, but encouraged.  Read 

books that are at your reading level and that is interesting to you.  You may not read the 

same book over and over during the school year.  There should be a variety in what you 

read and it should be grade level or above grade level material. 

 Record your reading on the Weekly Reading Log and at the end of the week, 

complete the second have the Log, which is a paragraph in summary or response to what 

you have read during the week.  Every other week you will write a summary paragraph and 

the opposite weeks, you will write a response paragraph, following these guidelines. 

 

Summary: This paragraph should be a summary of what you read.  Tell what is 

happening in the story.  Be specific by using character names, details, and settings from 

your book.  Your paragraph needs to be at least five sentences.  Use the attached 

Summary Writing Format for a better idea of how to structure your writing. 

 

Response: This paragraph should be a response to one of the following: 

- Write about a time in your life that this book reminds you of. (Text to Self) 

- Write about how it connects to another book or story you know. (Text to Text) 

- Write about a problem that is happening in the world which is similar to a 

problem in the book. (Text to World) 

- Write about a character you like, or don’t like, remember to tell why. 

- Give your opinion or review of this book, or part of the book.  Give support for 

your opinion. 

- If it’s a nonfiction book, give a couple of interesting facts you have learned. 

- If it’s a nonfiction book, tell why you wanted to read this and why you’re 

interested in the subject. 

 



Reading Log Instructions 
 

1. Fill in each line of the log: Name (first and last); Date (month/date, ex. 10/20 for 

October 20); Title of book (remember to capitalize important words); Time read (it 

should be a minimum of 100 minutes total). 

2. Write your paragraph at the bottom of the page or type it on a separate page.  

Write neatly with correct spelling.  Use a dictionary or ask an expert if you don’t 

know how to spell a word.  Use the book cover to spell the title correctly.   

- Make sure your summary paragraph uses the Summary Writing Template 

format.   

- Make sure your response paragraph addresses one of the specified topics and 

that it is clear which topic you are using (text to self, etc.).   

- Finally, make sure your paragraph has at least five sentences and is interesting 

to read. 

3. Over the weekend, have your parent or guardian initial your log to verify you have 

completed your reading and writing assignment. 

4. Reading logs, including the number of minutes read and the summary or response, 

are due on Mondays.  If there is no school on Monday, it will be due on Tuesday.   

5. Keep your reading log in your take-home folder so you will have it at school and at 

home. 

 

 

Reading Log Rubric 

 
4 Reading log includes the date, amount of time read and parent initials.  Reading log is clearly and neatly  

 handwritten or typed.  There are no errors in spelling or punctuation.  All entries are thoroughly and  

 completely done to the point where someone who has not read the book can understand what is going on and  

 student has used the Summary Writing Format. 

3 Reading log is missing parent initials, but has date and time read.  Reading log is clearly written.  There are one  

 to two errors in spelling or punctuation.  Most scenes are well explained to the point where someone who has  

 not read the book can understand what is going on and student has used the Summary Writing Format. 

2 Reading log is missing date/time and/or parent initials.  Reading log is not written neatly.  Three to four errors  

 in spelling or punctuation.  Responses are dull and paragraph is not cohesive.  The Summary Writing Format is  

 used minimally. 

1 Work not done following directions.  Very little effort was used. 

0 Log is blank. 


