Union High School
Commencement Speech 2016

By Dr. Kirt Hartzler, Superintendent

It is my pleasure to welcome family and friends to this important celebration for the Union
Senior Class of 2016. To our students, congratulations on the completion of yourhigh school
career. You made it!

Tonight is a special night — for you it culminates 13 years of school and is a rite of passage to
launch you into a new journey in life. For your parents and teachers, it is a time to reminisce
about how far you have come and express again their hopes and expectations for yourfuture.

Your tenacity and work ethic have driven you to succeed and be your best. As a class, your
legacy includes those things that have set you apart as a well-rounded one— record academic
achievement, community service, national rankings in athletics and fine arts, leadership, and
caring for each other. You certainly have enhanced the reputation of your school and you have
embodied the winning attitude of a Union Redskin — hopefully for life.

You of course have not done this alone! You have had much support and guidance along the
way — from your family, friends, and of course your teachers. You will tell stories about their
influence, you will remember their unique characteristics, you will remember the funny stories,
and you will be a better person because of the faith they had in you. Many of your elementary
school principals and the faculty from Union Alternative, Ninth Grade Center, and High School
are here tonight to celebrate with you and send you off with their best wishes. As they stand,
will you show them the appreciation they so greatly deserve?

High school commencement is a time of new beginnings. It is certainly a time to feel a sense of
tremendous pride and accomplishment. With it comes a sense of wonder, fear, and much
excitement. You will now face one of the biggest decisions of your life. What shall | become?
It has been said that the two most significant times of your life are when you are born, and
then the day you figure out why you were born. To help in answering this question, start by
putting down your smart phone every once in a while and connect directly to the world for
inspiration because even though you can Google for a job, you can Google for an answer, and
you caneven Google for a date, you can’t Google for what is in your heart — the passion that
drives you, lifts you up, and gives you real purpose and meaning in life.

As you attempt to answer this question, | would encourage you to draw upon the words of the
great American poet Robert Frost in his classic poem, “The Road Not Taken.” Do not choose
necessarily a road that is the most easily traveled. Significant accomplishments and
achievements in life are not meant to come with ease. They require uncommon dedication
and focus. Never allow limitations to confine your abilities, even if those limitations have been
set by those who are closest to you. Make use of the fact that you don’t doubt yourself too
much right now. Your inexperience in life can be an asset in that it allows you to think in



original and unconventional ways. Use this to youradvantage!

| hope the road that you choose with your graduation tonight is personally fulfilling and that it
brings value to others in this world. Live a life that makes you, your parents and teachers
proud. Be courageous, stand up for what is right, be kind and respectful, and stay true to
yourself and your commitments. Don’t be afraid to take the road that is most difficult to travel,
as this could make all the difference. Best Wishes Class of 2016!



