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SOCIAL STUDIES 

WRITING GUIDE

Guidelines for Writing a Thematic Essay

This guide sheet will help you construct a cohesive and cognitive essay.
What is a thematic essay? 

Quite simply, a thematic essay identifies a specific theme from social studies, presents a general statement regarding that theme, states a specific task which must be addressed in an essay response, and is graded using a rubric. 
Develop and Utilize a Process for Writing

Break down the question:

· Brainstorm

· Outline

· Write

· Read out loud

· Revise and Edit

Introduction
A thematic essay must have a thesis statement.

What is a thesis? 

A thesis is the main idea, not the title. It must be a complete sentence that explains in some detail what you expect to write about. 











EXAMPLE:                             








Title: Social Security and Old Age. 







Thesis: Continuing changes in the Social Security System makes it almost impossible to                                           plan intelligently for one's retirement.
The thesis sentence is located at the end of the introduction.  Do not just reword the question. You will prove your thesis in the body paragraphs. 
Body Paragraphs

Body Paragraphs could be two, three, or four paragraphs depending on the task. Key points are:
· Have a topic sentences
· No Opinions: 
Facts Only
· Be analytical AND descriptive

· Evaluate key parts 

· Explain and elaborate on what you have stated. Give examples

· Use Social Studies Vocabulary

· Names, Dates, Places, People (facts)

· Use BEST example to answer the question.  You should keep the examples simple and not over think the question.
· Use transitional phrases (see Transitional Phrase sheet)
Conclusion

In your conclusion you have the opportunity to strengthen your essay by bringing logical closure to the full scope of your ideas. Key points are:

· Go beyond restatement of the theme

· No new information

· Address all aspects of the task

The DO and DO NOTS of a Thematic Essay
· Never use first person (I, we, us, you)

· Do not use slang (“stuff”, “things”, “etc…”)

· Do not use contractions or abbreviations

· Do not use text message language

· Do not use numerals under 100. Write out the number (Seven, Twenty Two)

· Check Spelling, Punctuation, and Grammar because they DO count
Social Studies Thematic Essay Rubric

	
	Overall Development
	Organization
	Support
	Word Choice
	Mechanics and Sentence Structure


	When scoring, 
consider
	· The overall effect of the paper

· Degree to which the paper is fluent and addresses the task, audience and purpose
	The degree to which the response is:

· Clearly and logically ordered (sequenced)
· Paragraphed
	The degree to which the response includes details that develop the main points
	Vocabulary

Word Choice (language)
	· The degree to which the response includes sentences that is complete and correct
· Spelling

· Punctuation

· Capitalization

	Level 5
	· Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth
· Is more analytical and descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or synthesizes information) 
	Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization: includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme
	Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details.
	Rich, effect social studies vocabulary throughout


	· Very few or no mechanical errors relative to length or complexity
· Virtually no errors in structure or usage

	Level 4
	· Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly
· Is both descriptive and analytical
	Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme
	Supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details
	Effective social studies related vocabulary
	· Few mechanical errors relative to length or complexity

· Few errors in structure or usage

	Level 3
	· Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops most aspects of the task in some depth
· Is more descriptive than analytical
	Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a restatement of the theme.
	Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies 
	Acceptable social studies related vocabulary
	· Some mechanical errors that do not interfere with communication

· Generally correct structure or usage

	Level 2
	· Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops some aspects of the task in some depth

· Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak or isolated application or analysis
	Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion
	Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
	Simplistic social studies related vocabulary with acceptable but limited word choice
	· Some mechanical errors that do interfere with communication

· Errors in structure or usage interfere with meanings

	Level 1
	· Minimally develops some aspects of the task
· Is descriptive; lacks understanding, application, or analysis

	May demonstrate a weakness in organization; May lack focus; may contain digressions; many not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and /or a conclusion
	Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies
	Simplistic social studies related vocabulary with inappropriate and/or incorrect word choice.
	· Noticeable mechanical errors that interfere with communication

· Serious errors in structure or usage

	Level 0
	Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way.


	There is no plan in organization;  No focus and identifies no aspect of the task;  Does not have an introduction and/or a conclusion
	Fails to include any relevant facts, examples, or details. 
	Extremely limited social studies vocabulary; riddled with errors in word choice
	· Mechanical errors that seriously interfere with communication
· Serious errors in structure or usage


Guidelines for Writing a Document Based Question (DBQ)

This guide sheet will help you construct a cohesive and cognitive document based question.  

What is a document based question?

A document based question (DBQ), also known as data-based question, is an essay or series of short-answer questions that is constructed by students using one's own knowledge combined with support from several provided sources. 

Develop and Utilize a Process for Writing

Break down the question:

· Brainstorm your ideas



· Outline your thoughts into sections
· Write a rough draft 
· Read out loud

· Revise and Edit

Introduction:

A document based question must have a thesis statement.


What is a thesis? 

A thesis is the main idea, not the title. It must be a complete sentence that explains in some detail what you expect to write about. 











EXAMPLE:                             








Title: Social Security and Old Age. 







Thesis: Continuing changes in the Social Security System makes it almost impossible to                                           plan intelligently for one's retirement.
The thesis sentence is located at the end of the introduction.  Do not just reword the question. You will prove your thesis in the body paragraphs. 

Body Paragraphs

Body Paragraphs could be two, three, or four paragraphs depending on the task. Key points:
· Have a topic sentence

· No Opinions: Facts Only
· Be analytical AND descriptive

· Evaluate key parts 

· Explain and elaborate on what you have stated. Give examples

· Use Social Studies Vocabulary

· Names, Dates, Places, People (facts)

· Use BEST example to answer the question.  You should keep the examples simple and not over think the question.

· Documents must be analyzed and not just regurgitated. 

· If you use a direct quote from a document then you must analyze that quote and elaborate and explain it out in detail.  NOTE: The reader does not have the documents in front of them.  Do not assume the reader has prior knowledge or understanding.
· You MUST include Outside Information in your body paragraphs.

· This is information that is not from the documents, but rather information that you bring in due to your own knowledge.

· There should multiple amounts of outside information.
· All outside information should be relevant. 

· Proper citation is necessary when using documents. Each document used should be referenced using the parenthetical method. The MLA guidelines require that you cite the quotations, summaries, paraphrases, and other material used from sources within parentheses typically placed at the end of the sentence in which the quoted or paraphrased material appears. 

Conclusion

In your conclusion you have the opportunity to strengthen your essay by bringing logical closure to the full scope of your ideas. Key points are:

· Go beyond restatement of the theme

· No new information

· Address all aspects of the task

The DO and DO NOTS of a Document Based Question
· Never use first person (I, we, us, you)

· Do not use slang (“stuff”, “things”, “etc…”)

· Do not use contractions or abbreviations

· Do not use text message language

· Do not use numerals under 100. Write out the number (Seven, Twenty Two)

· Check Spelling, Punctuation, and Grammar because they DO count
· Use transitional phrases

· Analyze and Describe (YOU MUST DO BOTH)

Social Studies Document Based Question Rubric

	
	Overall Development
	Organization
	Support
	Word Choice
	Mechanics and Sentence Structure

	When scoring, 
consider
	· The overall effect of the paper

· Degree to which the paper is fluent and addresses the task, audience and purpose
	The degree to which the response is:

· Clearly and logically ordered (sequenced)
· Paragraphed
	The degree to which the response includes details that develop the main points
	Vocabulary

Word Choice (language)
	· The degree to which the response includes sentences that is complete and correct. 

· Spelling, Punctuation, Capitalization
· Citation of documents

	Level 5
	· Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth.

· Is more analytical and descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or synthesizes information) 
	Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization: includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme
	· Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details
· Incorporates substantial relevant outside information
	Rich, effect social studies vocabulary throughout


	· Very few or no mechanical errors relative to length or complexity
· Virtually no errors in structure or usage
· Perfect citation of all documents

	Level 4
	· Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly
· Is both descriptive and analytical
	Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme.
	· Supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details
· Incorporates relevant outside information
	Effective social studies related vocabulary
	· Few mechanical errors relative to length or complexity

· Few errors in structure or usage
· Citation very good with minimal errors

	Level 3
	· Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops most aspects of the task in some depth
· Is more descriptive than analytical
	Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a restatement of the theme.
	· Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies 
· Incorporates limited relevant outside information
	Acceptable social studies related vocabulary
	· Some mechanical errors that do not interfere with communication

· Generally correct structure or usage
· Citation has limited mistakes or omissions

	Level 2
	· Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops some aspects of the task in some depth

· Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak or isolated application or analysis
	Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion
	· Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
· Presents little of no relevant outside information
	Simplistic social studies related vocabulary with acceptable but limited word choice
	· Some mechanical errors that do interfere with communication

· Errors in structure or usage interfere with meanings
· Some errors in citation or missing a small amount of proper citation

	Level 1
	· Minimally develops some aspects of the task
· Is descriptive; lacks understanding, application, or analysis

	May demonstrate a weakness in organization; May lack focus; may contain digressions; many not clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and /or a conclusion
	· Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies
· Presents no relevant outside information


	Simplistic social studies related vocabulary with inappropriate and/or incorrect word choice
	· Noticeable mechanical errors that interfere with communication

· Serious errors in structure or usage
· Noticeable errors in citation or citation sometimes missing

	Level 0
	Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way. 
	There is no plan in organization;  No focus and identifies no aspect of the task;  Does not have an introduction and/or a conclusion
	Fails to include any relevant facts, examples, or details. 
	Extremely limited social studies vocabulary; riddled with errors in word choice
	· Mechanical errors that seriously interfere with communication
· Serious errors in structure or usage
· No citation at all


Transitional Words and Phrases

Transitions indicate relations, whether within a sentence, paragraph, or paper. This list illustrates "relationships" between ideas, followed by words and phrases that can connect them.

Addition: 
also, again, as well as, besides, coupled with, furthermore, in addition, likewise, moreover, similarly

Consequence: 
accordingly, as a result, consequently, for this reason, for this purpose, hence, otherwise, so then, subsequently, therefore, thus, thereupon, wherefore

Generalizing: 
as a rule, as usual, for the most part, generally, generally speaking, ordinarily, usually

Exemplifying: 
chiefly, especially, for instance, in particular, markedly, namely, particularly, including, specifically, such as

Illustration: 
for example, for instance, for one thing, as an illustration, illustrated with, as an example, in this case

Emphasis
above all, chiefly, with attention to, especially, particularly, singularly

Similarity: 
comparatively, coupled with, correspondingly, identically, likewise, similar, moreover, together with

Exception:
aside from, barring, besides, except, excepting, excluding, exclusive of, other than, outside of, save
Restatement: 
in essence, in other words, namely, that is, that is to say, in short, in brief, to put it differently

Contrast and Comparison: 
contrast, by the same token, conversely, instead, likewise, on one hand, on the other hand, on the contrary, rather, similarly, yet, but, however, still, nevertheless, in contrast

Sequence:
at first, first of all, to begin with, in the first place, at the same time, for now, for the time being, the next step, in time, in turn, later on, meanwhile, next, then, soon, the meantime, later, while, earlier, simultaneously, afterward, in conclusion, with this in mind, 

Summarizing:
after all, all in all, all things considered, briefly, by and large, in any case, in any event,  in brief, in conclusion, on the whole, in short, in summary, in the final analysis, in the long run, on balance, to sum up, to summarize, finally

Diversion: 
by the way, incidentally

Direction: 
here, there, over there, beyond, nearly, opposite, under, above, to the left, to the right, in the distance
Hendrick Hudson Social Studies Writing Guide
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