= LUse the best research at vour disposal, not just the First entries on google, in order to
find solid evidence. Yisit the library and look for peer-reviewed journals for a good
selection of research,

«  For every supporting piece of evidence vou find for your case, try to find another piece
of evidence to counter it. This will help vou build vour argument later.

o It is better to include more points than vou think you will need. than not doing enough

research and lacking evidence.

Follow outlining principles. While the order of vour material will be determined by
vour debate form, the format for vour debate outline should follow the basic guidelines for
outlining. If you are doing vour debate for a class, you were likely presented with a rubric

which vou should be making sure you are following.

«  Subdivide information. Main headings will probably consist of arguments, while
subheadings will contain different pieces of supporting evidence.

+ Use correct symbaols. Each level of the outline has a particular symbol to use. The main
headings will use Roman numerals (1, 1L, 111, IV). Subheadings use capital letters (A, B,
C). Sub-sub headings use Arabic numerals ( 1, 2. 3). Keep these consistent throug hout
vour outline.

« Indent each level. Indentation helps vou follow the line of argument and keeps yvour
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Outline vour case. Your case is vour primary argument: the value vou are tiving to
upheld through a variety of evidence. Start the outline of your debate by compiling a list of
evidence that supports vour case. Order it so that the most influential and powerful evidence is

the firstto be presented. mediocre evidence is in the middle, and a final powerful piece is at the

end

« If you have a fairly lengthy debate planned, break up your case evidence into
categorical sections. For example, yvou could have legal, moral, and economic support
for vour case.

«  Aimto have a minimum of three supporting facts or pieces of evidence in vour case
outline.

« In debates in particular, guality is better than quantity.



