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	Adverb Clause (Adverbial Clause)

	(2013) compiled by Jeffrey Scott Longstaff


	Definition.


Adverb clauses (also called adverbial clauses) are dependent clauses which function as adverbs.

	Adverb clauses modify:
	· Verbs (or verb phrases)
· Adjectives (or adjective phrases or adjective clauses)
· other adverbs (or adverb phrases or adverb clauses)

	Adverb clauses answer questions of:
	· where, 
· when, 
· how, 
· why, 
· how much, 
	· how often,
· in what way,
· to what degree, 
· to what extent, 
· and under what conditions

	
	
	an action occurs.


	Types of Adverb Clauses.


Sources vary quite widely on the quantity and identity of types of adverb clause.

Lists include anywhere between 3 to 9 different types of adverb clause.

Here, adverb clauses are divided into eight categories:

	
	
	.........................................................................................................

	Adverb

clauses

of
	1) condition:
	under what conditions or circumstances an action occurs

	
	2) reason:
	(aka “purpose”, “cause”)  why an action occurs

	
	3) result:
	(aka “effect”)  what the outcome or effect of an action is

	
	4) time:
	when an action occurs

	
	5) place:
	where an action occurs

	
	6) manner:
	describing how an action is done or performed

	
	7) comparison:
	(aka “degree”)  comparing adjectives or adverbs to describe how much, how often, or to what degree or extent an action occurs

	
	8) contrast:
	(aka “concession”) conceding that contrasting (opposing) actions can both exist together

	
	9) 
	


	Examples of Adverb Clauses 


	Adverb Clauses of CONDITION (a hypothetical situation and a likely possible result)


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	if  /  unless  /  in case  /  provided that  /  whether 


· If we eat too much, we might get a stomach ache. 
· He would be very happy if he got that new job.
· I will see you this Wednesday unless I have to go to work.
· Unless I am mistaken, your analysis is incorrect.
· In case I don’t see you before you leave, be sure to have a great holiday!
· Let’s buy everything now, just in case we cannot come back later.
· You can watch TV provided that all your homework is done first.

· You can watch TV provided all your homework is done first.    [“that” is implied, but omitted]
· Provided that you arrive early, I will let you enter for free.

· Provided you arrive early, I will let you enter for free. 
  [“that” is implied, but omitted]
· We are going to this movie whether you come along or not.

· Whether it rains or not, we will start the football game at 2:00 pm sharp.
	Note:
	The conjunctions “whether” and “if” can also be used in noun clauses.


	Adverb Clauses of TIME (frequency) – “When?”  - “How often?”


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	when  /  whenever  =  every time  /  before  /  after  /  

	
	until  =  till  = (until that time)
while (during that time)  =  as  =  as long as  =  so long as 

	
	once  =  as soon as  /  since  =  ever since  /  now that


	Notes:
	Adverb clauses of Time can also be similar to a “condition” or a “reason”.

	
	The conjunctions “when” and “whenever” can also be used in noun clauses.


· When I see you again, we will have a great time.

· My parents gave me a dog when I was still in primary school.

·  Just as we were about to watch the movie, the electricity went off.    
[as = when]
·  I got home right as she was leaving.





[as = when]
·  As I watched the children playing, I remembered my earlier days.  
[as = while]
·  She cooked dinner as I prepared the table.  



 
[as = while]
·  While we walk to the store, we can decide what to buy. 

·  The rich are getting richer while the poor are getting poorer. 

·  As long as everything is going well, we can feel confident. 

[as long as = while]
·  Companies will prosper as long as the economy stays strong. 
[as long as = while]
· So long as I love you, I will be by your side.
· Whenever it rains, I feel sad.

· I feel satisfied whenever the sun is out.

· Every time I see you, I remember our last holiday together.

· I just want to run away every time I hear that sad music.

· Before we begin class, we have to take roll. 

· Teachers must call roll before class begins.

·  After we get to know each other, I’m sure we will be the best of friends.

·  Christian families baptize their babies soon after the child is born.

· We kept playing until the sky was completely dark.

· Wait here until I call. 

· Not until your chores are done, can you go outside and play.

· Until you get a job, I will be paying for everything.

· I’m only waiting till the morning comes. (Neil Young)

· Till the universe retreats back to it’s origins, I will be here. 

[starting a sentence with “Till” is not common, but it is grammatically correct.]

·  Once he found a better job, everything got better for him and his family.

·  As soon as I saw that car, I knew I had to buy it.

·  I recognized my long lost friend as soon as he started to speak.

·  We will know who won the election once all the votes have been counted.

·  Since I met you, everything has changed.

·  Ever since I became a vegetarian, I feel much healthier. 

·  Our family seems much healthier since we began exercising every day. 

·  Now that you have graduated, what will you do next?

	Adverb Clauses of REASON (either purposeful or unintentional)


	Note:
	A “reason” can refer to either:

1) something which is purposeful, intentional, and planned, or

2) something which is unintentional, unplanned, or even accidental.

Some conjunctions always indicate an intentional purpose.

Other conjunctions might be used for either type of reason (intentional or unintentional)

The word “reason” can indicate either intention or no intention.

The word “purpose” seems to always refer to an intentional reason for something.

The word “cause” is often used to refer to an unintentional reason for something, though this is not always the case; sometimes a “cause” can be intentional.


	Subordinating conjunctions which always indicate a purposeful, intentional reason

	
	in order to  /  in order that  /  so that  [“that” can be omitted, but implied]


“in order to” – the “dependent clause” seems to only be a phrase (not a full clause).

· though perhaps the dependent clause can be considered to be in “imperative mood” (grammar of commands or suggestions) which does not require a subject.

·  In order to get to work on time, we always get up very early.

·  I exercise every day in order to keep fit.      [“in order to” seems to make a phrase, not a clause!]
“in order that” - a modal verb is usually used in the dependent clause:

·  In order that they might feel independent, many young people get part-time jobs.
·  Many students get a part-time job in order that they can be more independent.
“so that” - a modal verb is usually used in the dependent clause:

·  I go to the station very early so that I will not miss my train. 
·  I go to the station very early so I will not miss my train.      [“that” is omitted, but implied]
·  So that I will never miss my train, I always go to the station very early.

· The government took some of his land so that the new road could be built.
	Subordinating conjunctions which can imply either purposeful or unintentional reasons

	
	because  =  since  =  as  =  for  [formal]  /  given  /  such that


· Since they hope to buy a house soon, they are saving all their money.

· John needs to get to work on time since he wants to keep that job.
· We have to get up early because we want to get to work on time.
· Because I have earned a lot of money this week, I will take you out for dinner.

· As the house was broken, we had to fix it.

· We ended our holiday early as we ran out of money.

“Negatives” can have two different meanings:

·   I didn’t get angry at them because they are foolish.
1) I did not get angry, and the reason is because they are foolish people, so any mistakes they make are just accidents, not really their fault.
2) I got angry, but not because they are foolish. I got angry at them for another, different reason.

·  I will miss you so much tomorrow, for I know that you will not come.

·  You can always call on me, for we will never truly be parted.

· Given + something   [Is this a prepositional phrase?]
·  Given the lack of time, we will begin immediately. 
· Given + [noun clause]
·  Given that everyone will be so hungry after the game, let’s buy some extra food!
·  Buying that car would be a bad idea, given that you don’t have a driving license. 

When using “such that” a modal verb is usually used in the independent clause:

· The work should be done very carefully such that every detail is attended to.

· Laziness can ruin any endeavor such that the pursuit becomes useless.  

	Adverb Clauses of RESULT


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	that    /    so ............ that    /    such ............ that    /  


	
	Compare “that” in adverb clauses of result, to “that” in adverb clauses of reason!

	Note:
	The conjunction “that” is also used in noun clauses and adjective clauses!


	Emphasis with  “so”
· Placed before modifiers (cannot use “very”)
	A noun is optional. If there is an noun
· it must be uncountable or plural.


· The exam was so confusing that we couldn’t understand it.
· The exam was so confusing we couldn’t understand it. 
[“that” is omitted, but is implied]
· It was so warm at night that we had to turn on the fan.
“so many” “so much”, “so few” etc. emphasize quantity:

· She drank so much sweet wine that she fell down. 

[uncountable noun “wine”]
· She drank so much sweet wine she fell down. 


[“that” is omitted, but is implied]
· I saw so few stars that I was disappointed. 


[plural noun “stars”]
· I saw so few stars I was disappointed. 



[“that” is omitted, but is implied]
· You will see so many beautiful things that you will not be able to count them.

	Emphasis with “such”

· placed first, before “a” and any other modifiers
· emphasizes the “quality” of the noun
	 There must be a noun
· (with or without modifiers)


· The exam was such a confusing mess that we couldn’t understand it. [modifier: “confusing”]
· The exam was such a mess we couldn’t understand it. 
 [“that” is omitted, but is implied]
· We had such a bad time that we were sad all day.    

[modifier: “bad”.  noun: “a time”]
· You will see such beautiful things that you will be amazed.

· It was such a warm night that we had to turn on the fan.
	Indicating an RESULT with the coordinating conjunction “so” 


“So” is sometimes used within a subordinating conjunction such as “so that” (see above)
However, the word “so” is NOT a subordinating conjunction.  

	Instead, the word “so” is one of the 7 coordinating conjunctions (but and yet, so for or nor).

These 7 words are used to connect:

	· two independent clauses 



· two sentences 




· what could be two separate sentences 

	into one sentence


“So” as a coordinating conjunction joins independent clauses and uses a comma.
· We were late this morning, so we missed our train. 

[“so” = logical effect]

· I heard this was a good film, so last night I watched it.

· It was Christmas, so we sent our family many gifts.
· Everyone was quite tired, so we all went to bed.
“So (that)” is a subordinating conjunction and has NO comma.

· I got up very early so that I would not miss my train. 
[“so that” = purpose]

· I got up very early so I wouldn’t miss my train.    
[“that” is omitted, but is implied]
	Adverb Clauses of TIME (frequency) – “When?”  - “How often?”


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	when  /  whenever  =  every time  /  before  /  after  /  

	
	until  =  till  = (until that time)
while (during that time)  =  as  =  as long as  =  so long as 

	
	once  =  as soon as  /  since  =  ever since  /  now that


	“Time” can also be a “condition” or a “reason”.
Thus, sometimes these different types of adjective clauses can be indistinguishable!


· When I see you again, we will have a great time.
· My parents gave me a dog when I was still in primary school.
·  Just as we were about to watch the movie, the electricity went off.    
[as = when]
·  I got home right as she was leaving.





[as = when]
·  As I watched the children playing, I remembered my earlier days.  
[as = while]
·  She cooked dinner as I prepared the table.  



 
[as = while]
·  While we walk to the store, we can decide what to buy. 

·  The rich are getting richer while the poor are getting poorer. 

·  As long as everything is going well, we can feel confident. 

[as long as = while]
·  Companies will prosper as long as the economy stays strong. 
[as long as = while]
· So long as I love you, I will be by your side.

· Whenever it rains, I feel sad.

· I feel satisfied whenever the sun is out.

· Every time I see you, I remember our last holiday together.

· I just want to run away every time I hear that sad music.

· Before we begin class, we have to take roll. 

· Teachers must call roll before class begins.

·  After we get to know each other, I’m sure we will be the best of friends.

·  Christian families baptize their babies soon after the child is born.

· We kept playing until the sky was completely dark.

· Wait here until I call. 

· Not until your chores are done, can you go outside and play.

· Until you get a job, I will be paying for everything.
· I’m only waiting till the morning comes. (Neil Young)

· Till the universe retreats back to it’s origins, I will be here. 
[starting a sentence with “Till” is not common, but it is grammatically correct.]

·  Once he found a better job, everything got better for him and his family.

·  As soon as I saw that car, I knew I had to buy it.

·  I recognized my long lost friend as soon as he started to speak.

·  We will know who won the election once all the votes have been counted.

·  Since I met you, everything has changed.

·  Ever since I became a vegetarian, I feel much healthier. 
·  Our family seems much healthier since we began exercising every day. 

·  Now that you have graduated, what will you do next?

	Adverb Clauses of CONTRAST (also called CONCESSION) to contrast, to concede, to allow, to compromise) 


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	although = though = even though = while = (in spite of the fact that...)

	
	whereas 

	
	Phrases with:   despite  =  in spite of 


·  Although I need to work, I am going to watch a movie instead. 
·  Most people support environmental protection although few do anything about it.

· Even though you may be right, my idea is also quite important. 

·  We will paint this room red even though my mother doesn’t like it.

·  I used to read books all the time though I don’t have time for that now.

·  Though industry needs to grow, we cannot blindly sacrifice the environment for this.

· While electric vehicles do benefit the immediate environment, the energy to drive them still creates pollution from nuclear or coal burning power plants in other places.
Phrases can be used which have a similar function as Adverb Clauses of Contrast:

· The company gave a proposal that, while having many good merits, I feel is misguided.
· In spite of the bad weather, we had a wonderful time at our picnic.

· I really enjoy his company despite his occasional angry outbursts. 

	Adverb Clauses of COMPARISON (to compare)  (also called “DEGREE”)


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	than  /   so ... as ...  /   as ... as ...   (“simile” – a figure of speech)

	Correlating  conjunctions:
	the ... the ... /


	Note:
	Adverb clauses of comparison modify adjectives or adverbs.


As...as in the role of complements [This is JSL’s viewpoint!]

(when linking verbs are used, the clause – or phrase – is considered to be a “complement”)

· or – as a modifier of the adjective or adverb

“Susan can speak Korean fluently.” Compared to – how fluently her teacher speaks Korean:
· Susan can speak Korean as fluently as her teacher can.
· Susan can speak Korean as fluently as her teacher.

[“can” is implied]

In this example, “as....as” as a complement (predicative adjective)

“John is tall.” Compared to – how tall his father is:

· John is as tall as his father is. 
· John is as tall as his father.





[“is” is implied]

· Or basketball team doesn’t play as well as their team does.
· Or basketball team doesn’t play as well as their team.

[“does” is implied]

· Or basketball team doesn’t play as well as theirs.

[“theirs” = “their team”]

· Superman flies as fast as a speeding bullet files.

· Superman flies as fast as a speeding bullet.


[“flies” is implied]
· She is as smart as she is beautiful.

· I am not so clever as you might think!

· It is a good price, as prices go these days.

These examples from:  (a nice selection of different types:)

http://eslstudycenter.com/english-grammar/adverb-clauses-of-degree-or-comparison 
· He is older than he looks.
· No one can run faster than Peter.
· It is later than I thought.
· He is not so clever as you think.
· She is as intelligent as she is beautiful.
· He is much younger than you (are).
· It is not a bad price, as prices go these days.
· Our basketball team is not as good as their team is.

· They are not as important as we are.

· This story seems as long as time is.
· This story seems as long as time.
· As far as I know, this clause might be comparison, manner, or degree.

· So far as I know, there are always many different opinions about grammar!

· As far as I am concerned, the important thing is using it, not classifying it.

· As far as that goes, we should focus on learning in a practical way, rather than according to theories.

· The mountains keep going as far as the eye can see.

· I have traveled as far north as Alaska.




[as... as... = phrase]
· As far back as two-thousand years BC, the first writing appeared.
[as... as... = phrase]

· She is smarter than anyone I have met before.

· My friends will arrive later than they had planned (to arrive). 

· She finished her homework quicker than her roommates did. 

· She finished her homework quicker than her roommates. 

[“did” is implied]

JSL – I question whether there are two clauses in these sentences (both an independent clause and a dependent clause), because the so-called “independent clause” does not seem to be truly independent.  For example, “She is smarter” is not a complete idea; it requires some indication to answer the question: “smarter than what?”

Perhaps the dependent clause begins with the adjective / adverb:

· “She finished her homework” + “quicker than her roommates did”

· “He is” + “smarter than anyone I have met before” [dependent clause = complement?]

The correlatives the…the may also introduce adverb clauses of degree or comparison.
· The higher you climb, the colder it gets.

· The more he earns the more he spends.

· The older you grow the wiser you become.

	Adverb Clauses of MANNER (how an action is done) 


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	as  /  as if  /  like  /  just like  /  the way


Note: Clauses of “manner” are quite similar to clauses of “comparison”.

· Susan can speak Korean like her teacher can.

· Susan can speak Korean just like her teacher.

· Our volleyball team plays the way I always wanted it to play.

· Things don’t always turn out the way I want them to. 

· This story goes on and on as if it will never end.

· Students don’t usually behave as professionals would (behave).

· Kathy always behaves like a professional (would behave).
 [still a clause, or now a phrase?]
· This story goes on and on as if it will never end.
· As if he didn’t know any better, the boy walked right out into the busy road.

[JSL – can these types of clauses be considered manner or comparison?]

· As I mentioned before, we need to hurry and try to finish on time.
· Please concentrate and finish on time, as you were instructed previously.

· Like we discussed yesterday, everyone should use this time to prepare their essay.

· As the Buddha told us, all beings everywhere strive to be happy.

	Adverb Clauses of PLACE (Location – Where did the action occur?) 


	Subordinating conjunctions:
	where  /  wherever  /  anywhere  /  everywhere  /


Adverb clauses of place answer the question of where an action occurs.

	Notes:
	The conjunction “where” is also used in noun clauses and adjective clauses!

Sometimes it can be very difficult to distinguish when the word “where” is used:

1. in an adverb clause of place (where an action occurred), or

2. in an adjective clause of place (modifying “a place”), or

3. in a noun clause (referring to a place)

	A reliable “test” is needed for distinguishing between these 3 different of clauses of place!


Possible test for an adverb clause of place:  
· The independent clause MUST be able to stand alone as a full sentence

· Substitute the adverbs “there” or “somewhere” for the clause.  
Possible examples: [Grammar is correct, but no guarantee which type of clause these are! – JSL]
· Where there’s smoke, there’s fire.

· There is a fire where there is smoke.



[There is a fire somewhere.]

· Where there’s a will, there’s a way.
· He feels perfectly happy right where he is.

· Wherever she goes, she always brings a camera.

· She always brings a camera wherever she goes.

· She brings a camera everywhere she goes. 

[Informal, spoken English]] 

· The new monument was put where everyone can see it.
[It was put somewhere.] 

· Please install this sign where it will be clearly visible.

· I hid his books where he will never find them.


[I hid those somewhere.] 

· This bus will take us anywhere we want to go.

Get a few more GOOD RELIABLE examples 
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