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There is a generally held view that essay writing, or perhaps assigament writing in general, is
2 demanding and difficult task for most commencing tertiary students. This has resulted in the
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of both the teacher and the leamer (Anderson & Poole, 1994; Branthwaite, Trueman, & Harley,

1980; Clncy 1985; ancy & Balld, 1985 ounsel, 1984 Ml 1992; Martal & Rowlad,
1993; Nightingale, 1983, 1988; Norton, 1990).
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devoted to the more technical or demanding aspects of writing, such as that required for a thesis or
for publication (Burkett & Dunkell, 1983; Pratt, 1984; Ebel, Bll:ftn. & R\lmy 1987 Smith, 1990;
Day, 1991). Writing for in the
curiculum” program that i 1980s. Only has

‘within science (Beall & Trimbur,
19934, 1993b; Garrat & Matioson, 1995; Moore, 1992, 1993, Sau, 1984 Sies, 1991; Sublet,
1993; Van Orden, 1990).

Trueman and Hartley (1980)
who looked at the writing strategies of psychology undergraduates at Keele University and found a
disparity in the criteia used by siaff in assessing sdent wriing and those of students when
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students” concept of writing. Many writing texts offer a type of formla for the writing process and
present it in the form of a linear progression from reading t planning to composing and editing,
Jackson (1991) recently the fallacy of thi




