Name:____________________________  Block:_______________  Date:_________

Pronoun Antecedent Agreement - A

Define It - A
· What is a pronoun? A pronoun takes the place of a noun and sometimes refers to a noun.
· What is an antecedent?   The antecedent of a pronoun is the word to which the pronoun refers.  

· A pronoun must agree in number with its antecedent.
· The correction symbol for this is “agr-pa.”
A FEW RULES 

1.) The following words are usually SINGULAR: anybody, each, either, neither,  one, everyone, everybody, no one, nobody, anyone, someone, somebody.

2.) The number of a word is not usually affected by a phrase following it.

3.) A pair of words joined by and is plural. (Eddie and Johnny = plural)

4.) A compound construction consisting of 2 singular words joined by or or nor is singular. (Eddie or Johnny = singular)

5.) When gender is not specified, use he or she. (When a student is late, he or she must go to the office.) 

Understand It - A  
Underline the pronoun and the antecedent in the following sentences.  Draw an arrow from the pronoun back to the antecedent. Also, determine if each sentence is singular or plural. We will do these together.
1.) A car depreciates even if you don’t drive it. 
2.) It encourages us when people praise us. 
3.) Eddie and Johnny decided to stretch their legs when the bus stopped. 

4.) He majored in English because it had always interested him. 

5.) Jim saw the fire and reported it. 
Apply It – A
Part I: Look at the following pairs of sentences.  Identify which of the two is correct.

1. ______ a) Apples turn red as they ripen.
    ______ b) Apples turn red as it ripens.
2. ______ a) If people want to succeed in life, he or she has to know the rules of the
         game.

    ______ b) If people want to succeed in life, they have to know the rules of the 


          game.

3. ______ a) If anybody wants to succeed in life, he or she has to know the rules of 


         the game.

    ______ b) If anybody wants to succeed in life, they have to know the rules 


         of the game.

Part II: Choose the correct pronoun for the underlined antecedent.  Remember they must agree in number.  Both must be either singular or plural. Pay special attention to the 5 rules above, particularly those SINGULAR words.

1.) If the coach does not command obedience, (he or she, they) will lack control of the team in a crisis.

2.) A person must save part of (his or her, their) income.

3.) When a student gets bored, (he or she, they) will usually think of an excuse to stay home.

4.) Each of the girls rode (her, their) own bike.

5.) Somebody has apparently done (his or her, their) best to prevent my leaving.

Part III:  Write 5 sentences of your own demonstrating this skill.  You must use at least 2 of the following words: anybody, each, either, neither, one, everyone, everybody, no one, nobody, anyone, someone, somebody.

1.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

2.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

3.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

4.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

5.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________  

Extra Practice: Underline the antecedent and choose the correct pronoun.

1.) Both Sally and Jean did (her, their) homework in class.
2.) Neither Ray nor Carol will be able to play (his, their) best today.
3.) Mr. Abernathy and Mr. Fowler will you with your schedule if you ask (him, them).
4.) You should respect a teacher, for (they, he or she) can be of great help to you.
5.) Many countries in Western Europe improved (their, its) economic position.
6.) Neither the Senator nor the Representative could defend (his or her, their) interest in a 

shorter school day.
7.) Every member of the basketball team received (his or her, their) trophy.
8.) Hitler and Stalin were responsible for torturing millions without ever leaving (his, their) own countries.

Name:_________________________  Block:_______________  Date:______________
Pronoun Antecedent Agreement - B
Define It – B

We have been learning about pronouns and antecedents agreeing in number.  They must also agree in person and gender.

· Pronouns in the first person represent the person speaking or his group (I, my, me, we, our, us).
· Second Person – represents the person or persons spoken to (you, your).
· Third Person – represents the person or persons spoken about (he, him, she, her, it, they, their, them).
Understand It –B 
Underline the pronoun and the antecedent in the following sentences.  Draw an arrow from the pronoun back to the antecedent. Also, determine if each sentence is written in first, second, or third person.

1.) If a person feels sleepy, he or she shouldn’t drive a car. 

2.) If any boys are interested in track, they should see Coach Lee. 

3.) If any boy is interested in track, he should see Coach Lee. 

4.) If a driver loses his license, how can he or she get another? 

5.) Agatha Christie is the kind of writer who loves to keep her readers guessing. 

Apply It – B
Part I:  Part I: Look at the following pairs of sentences.  Identify which of the two is correct. Underline the pronoun and antecedent.

1)
a) He assumed that each student had done his or her best to complete the test.


b) He assumed that each student had done their best to complete the test.

2) 
a) Whenever you are introduced to a person, always try to remember their name. 


b) Whenever you are introduced to a person, always try to remember his or her

     name.

3)
a) Public speaking gives a student confidence and enables him or her to face an
    audience without feeling nervous.


b) Public speaking gives a student confidence and enables them to face an
 audience without feeling nervous.

Part II: Underline the antecedent and write in a pronoun that agrees in both number, person, and gender with its antecedent.
1.) Whenever a person gets angry,


should count to ten.

2.) It’s easy to forget an assignment unless you write 

down.

3.) Not a single customer has ever asked for 


money back.

4.) What is the good of having tools if you can never find
 
.

.

5.) If you tease a dog, 

might snap at you.

Part III:  Write 5 sentences of your own demonstrating this skill.  You must use at least 2 of the following words: anybody, each, either, neither, one, everyone, everybody, no one, nobody, anyone, someone, somebody.

1.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
5.) _____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
