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 What do you already k
Reference and Antecedent

udents.ed.uiuc.edu/ebec




 The part of speech that
or noun phrases and design

ings asked for

take the place of a subject word
he, she, it, we, they)

e place of an object word
her, it, us, them)

of a possessive word
is, hers, its, our, ours, their, theirs)




For the
she ... her

he ... him
ncy they...them
or Jennifer she ... her
it...its
it...its

his or her ... he or she
isor her...heorshe
its . . . whose
.. whose



 The noun that a prono

avanna purchased an air
can’t find it.

na” is the antecedent for “she.
icket” is the antecedent for “it.”



e Every pronoun must h
antecedent.

y pronoun must agree wi
er, gender, and person.



The

* PRONOUN REFERENCE

Check every pronoun in your sentence to m
ord to which it refers. If not, reword the sente

braiding Janee’s hair, Andrea decorated them
is pronoun refers] with beads. INCORRECT

-ANTECEDENT AGREEMENT

which every pronoun in the sentence refers
ure that both the pronoun and the
re singular, or both are plural.

uestions; they are easier to handle
they” and its
ORRECT




Number refers to whether a pr
plural.

avanna purchased an airline ticke
it.

na is singular; the pronoun she is also sin
icket is singular; the pronoun it is also singul

ers must show their photo-identific

ural; the pronoun their is also plural.



B SINGULAR P
ASCULINE FEMININ
is, him she-shis-—shim
she, her, hers

URAL PRONOUNS
eir, theirs, them



Gender refers to whether a pro
feminine, or neuter.

Each passenger is responsible for ge

passenger is a singular genderless anteced
pronoun his or her is preferred usage.

s changed its recommendations for t

ty.

uter antecedent, so the singular
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Gender ¢

Gender refers to whether a pronoun
feminine, or neuter.

Will the judges please reveal their scores:

dges is a plural antecedent (both masculine and
ral pronoun their is used.

to increase her job opportunities by
er college education.

feminine antecedent, so the singular feminine

leted their software training

ter antecedent, so the plural
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Gende

Gender refers to whether a pron
feminine, or neuter.

Justin presented proper identification
rmitted to board the plane.

in is a singular masculine antecedent, so the si
ine pronoun he is used.

r the Bustamantes will give us their
siness.

stamantes is a plural antecedent, so
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e Person refers to the point of vi
sentence is written: first person (t
second person (the person written to)
erson (the person written about)

rect: When a person turns thirty, your
ive on life changes in many ways. (The fir
ntence is written in third person, while
in second person.)

son turns thirty, his or her
es in many ways. (The entire
erson.)
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The

e When a pronoun refers
antecedents

correct: Liz doesn’t enjoy playing ches

because she is a much better play

Liz doesn’t enjoy playing chess with A
uch better player.

who is a much better player than Angi
joy playing chess with her.

irley that she was getting fat.

“l am getting fat.”
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 When a pronoun refe
antecedents

correct: Elise’s mother was beamin
ted from college with honors.

When Elise graduated from college
as beaming with pride.

ise’s mother, who graduated from coll
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 When a pronoun refers
antecedent

correct: A strange car followe
blinking his lights at us. (Who k

trange car followed us closely, a
ing his lights at us.
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The

e When this, that, and whic
general idea of a preceding c
ther than the preceding word

orrect: The graduate assistants and
ined about their working conditions
e, which fell on deaf ears. (What fe

ate assistants and adjuncts 1
ir working conditions and
which fell on deaf ears.
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e When this, that, and whic
general idea of a preceding c
her than the preceding word

rect: The students could not unde
reference handout, which annoye
What annoyed the students?)

dents could not understand the
andout, a fact which annoyed

18



e When this, that, and whic
general idea of a preceding c
her than the preceding word

rect: It was once believed that a c
as a ticket to success; however, thi
t the case now. (This what?)

nce believed that a college degree
ss; however, this perception
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The

e When a pronoun refers t
implied noun

correct: My husband wants me t
er at Sammy's Go-Go, but I'm no
hat am | not interested in?)

husband wants me to become a
y's Go-Go, but I'm not interested

20



e When it is used as somethi
expletive to postpone a subje

ncorrect: It says in today's paper th
ent of cars from Detroit, Michiga
outright imitations of European mo

ay's newspaper says that the newe
s from Detroit, Michigan, seems to
itations of European models.
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e When they or it is used to
or someone indefinitely, an

the job placement office, my
me to stop wearing ripped jeans to

cement office, | was told to
S to my interviews.
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 When the pronoun does
antecedent in number, gen

correct: Any graduate student, i
ested, may attend the lecture. (
» they--plural)

graduate student, if he or she is
attend the lecture.
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e \When a noun or prono
antecedent

correct: In the President's ad
omised no more taxes. (Who is

n his address to the union, the
more taxes.
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 When nonstandard pron
standard English pronouns

correct: Before the students go
eed to renew their passports th

: Before the students go to Japan,
renew their passports themselve

— Nonstandard Pronouns

elf, themself, theirself, theirselves
rrect Pronouns
f, themselves

25



e When the antecedent is
genderless pronoun

correct and Outdated: Everyon
e incident. (Many object to this

yone gave his or her version of t

ave their version of the

26



e When the antecedent is
genderless pronoun

correct and Outdated: Everyone
opinions, but not to his own fac

rrect: Everyone is entitled to thei
t not to their own facts.

e is entitled to his or her own
his or her own facts.
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e When the antecedent is

— Incorrect and Outdated/Sexis
epresents his clients.

ct: A lawyer represents his or h

: Every employee has the combi
locker.

ployee has the combination to

28



e When the antecedent is

— Incorrect: The choir decided t
ospel music.

ct: The choir decided that it wou

eam will play its first game
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Th

e When the contraction it
is used for its

correct: The organization shoul
teers to sign consent forms.

The organization should ask its v
nt forms.

ry has made it’s decision.
made its decision.
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e When a possessive pron
spelled with an apostrophe

rrect: The article is her’s, th
idea is our’s.

article is hers, the book is

ct Possessive Pronouns
their’s, your’s, mines
ine, his, hers, theirs, ours, yours
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e \When the pronoun is p
antecedent is singular

correct : Congress must expla
ting the President’s proposal.

Congress must explain its reas
President’s proposal.
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e When the antecedent |
pronoun is singular

— Incorrect : Nancy and Andrea agree o
inciples.

t: Nancy and Andrea agree on many o

bo and jambalaya are the most comm
eans, and it is served in huge portions.

jambalaya are the most common
d they are served in huge
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e When the antecedent is
pronoun is plural

correct: Black beans and rice is

in Cuban restaurants, and they
ith fish.

ck beans and rice is a popular si
staurants, and it is usually serve

34



e Many Americans are conc
overuse of slang and colloqui
rupting its language.

noun its does not agree with
t in number or gender.

s are concerned that the
d colloquialisms is
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* A person should be al
mind.

ronoun their does not a
ent.

ould be allowed to make u
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Even

e Sylvia was not sure if Can
book.

has an ambiguous reference.
Sylvia or Candace?

ot sure if Candace brought

id Candace bring my
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e Justin continued to atte
McNasty’s class even thou

nd him have ambiguous re

ugh he disliked Professor
inued to attend his class.
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Still

(Sentences from Hodg

e \When class attendance is c
students feel that education is
m. This is unwarranted.

s no clear antecedent.

attendance is compulsory, so
at education is being forced on
tion is unwarranted. i
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(Sentences from H

My father is a high schoo
profession that requires muc

s no expressed antecedent.

er is a high school band direc
band is a profession that requ

40



Still

 The cost of living went up
percent, which caused a serio
retired people with a small fixed i

ich is incorrectly substituting for the

of living went up another two percent, a
ich caused a serious problem for retire
all fixed income.

nt up another two percent, causing
tired people with a small fixed

41



(Sentence from

e Psychologists have reporte
implied, that you cannot alway
ression with Valium.

have reported, with warnings implied,
s cure depression with Valium. OR

eported, with warnings implied, &
ways cure depression with
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e In Arianna Huffington’s a
the political system is deter

pronoun she does not have

tem is deteriorating.
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e Does this sentence fr
card company contain a p
eement error?

reeting card to Jan Err o
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