Allusions Webquest
As I write this assignment for you, the font I’m using is ironically called “Calisto”.  That would have no meaning for me if I didn’t know that Calisto was a figure from Greek mythology and a planet.  As you can see, allusions are everywhere.  Let’s find out why…
To be completed by TUESDAY OCTOBER 12th.

Part One

Go to the following website: http://thanasis.com/modern/index.htm
Write down TEN allusions to Mythology with at least two from each category (companies and groups, planets and constellations, words and expressions, literary and pop culture, American cities).  Make sure to explain their significance as well.  Come to class prepared to share your findings.

Part Two

Go to the following website: http://www.mythweb.com/index.html Click on the link that says “Today” and answer the following questions.

What’s a Herculean task?  

What’s a Sisyphean task?  

Where does the word “tantalize” come from?  

What’s the “Midas Touch”?  

What’s an Atlas and why is it called such?  

What was the Titanic named for and why?  

What is, “Procrustean effort”?  

What does “Stygian” mean?  

What’s a “Promethean feat”?  

Why is the “Achilles Heel” named such?  

Where does the word “Panic” come from and why? 

Part Three 

Go to the following website:  http://www-personal.ksu.edu/~lyman/english320/cc-allusion.htm Read the article and answer the following questions.
What is an allusion?

What does its success depend on?

What two roots make up the Latin term alludire?  What’s the translation?

Why do writers use allusions?  (in your own words please)

Other than Greek/Roman Mythology, what other work was a source of many allusions in Western literature?

Identify the two allusions to Ajax that are referenced in the article.

In your own words, what is the function of an allusion?

