AP English Literature/Lesson Plans for Teaching Serena

By DeLores Lucas and Beth Miller, Prince William County Public Schools, Virginia

Key: Focus on the intertextuality of the novel.  

1. Essential questions to be presented at the start of the unit and referenced throughout:

· How does society express gender expectations and how are they met or challenged?

· What influences us more – our circumstances or our nature (instinct)?

· What is the purpose of intertextuality in the novel?  Can we identify all the instances of intertextuality?

2. Focus on Serena as a character and ask the question posed in How to Read Lit…: “Where Have I Seen Her Before?”  As a class, consider her character traits:

greedy, manipulative, violent, secretive, power hungry, ambitious, cold, sexy, calculating, masculine, privileged, dominating

ASSIGNMENT: In groups, identify women in literature who share these traits.  Support your answers.
Example: Eve in the Bible; the golden apple story in mythology

3. Narrative Structure and Narrative Voice:

· Identify the narrative perspective(s)

· How does the author manipulate the narrative structure?

· What is the purpose of the gaps in the telling of the story, i.e, the fire?  (Look at what is NOT there.)

· What is the effect of this withheld information on the reader?

ASSIGNMENT: Choose a significant passage to rewrite from 


a different perspective.  Below are some suggested passages:  
a. Chapter 1, the knife fight – pages 8-10 

b. Chapter 11
c. Chapter 27 with Sheriff and Rachel – pages 270-272
Students may discuss the process in groups, but complete the assignment as individuals.

4. Themes/Tone

ASSIGNMENT: Identify the themes at work in the text and support your responses (survival, dominance, exploitation, betrayal, industrialization, pride); Identify the tone(s) of specific passages (i.e., dark, frantic, somber).
5. ASSIGNMENT: Discuss the parallel between nature (landscape) and characters.  For example, Serena is barren, just as the landscape is made barren.

6. ASSIGNMENT: It is vital to “make meaning” of the mythological and biblical allusions in the text.  Below are listed some of the key words and phrases found in the text, along with the pages on which they appear.  Complete the chart and add to it with allusions you have found.  SEE ASSIGNMENT IN FULL BELOW…
7. What is the purpose/lesson of the text?

8. Other questions: Who is the protagonist?; What literary devices are at work?

9. GROUP ASSIGNMENT: Trace the symbolic significance of weather in the text.

10. FINAL ASSESSMENT: In a well-formed, timed essay (40 minutes), compare and contrast significant literary elements of Macbeth and Serena.  Consider elements such as characterization and allusions.  Be specific and avoid plot summary.  
Serena Allusions Exercise/AP English Literature

NAME____________________________   PERIOD________________
Directions: It is vital to “make meaning” of the mythological and biblical allusions in the text.  Below are listed some of the key words and phrases, along with the pages on which they appear, that have their basis in the Bible and in mythology.  Complete the chart by determining the meaning of the allusions and then make certain you note their contextual significance.   ADD to the allusions listed by providing at least 10 more you find on your own.
	Biblical and Mythological
Allusions
	 MEANING OF THE 

ALLUSION          
	CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE

	“Chestnut blight” (13)
	
	

	“bad dreams” (26)


	
	

	“the whore of Babylon” (30)


	
	

	“brazen as Jezebel” (30)

 
	
	

	“eyes were misted by cataracts” 
(56)
	
	

	“rattlesnake’s venom” (59)
(also serpent)
	
	

	“we’re in the last days” (63)

(quote follows)
	
	

	“raptured up the day before”
(63)
	
	

	“infidel” (63)


	
	

	“prophecy” (64)


	
	

	“fire” (64)


	
	

	“the eagle” (86)


	
	


AP English Literature/Serena
ASSIGNMENT: Choose a significant passage of the text to rewrite from a different narrative perspective.  This requires you to first identify the existing narrative perspective and alter it in a logical, significant manner.

Below are some suggested passages:  

a. Chapter 1, the knife fight – pages 8-10 

b. Chapter 11

c. Chapter 27 with Sheriff and Rachel – pages 270-272

If you select a passage other than one of the above, make certain you consider its “malleability.”  

The objective of the assignment is to strengthen your individual understanding of the narrative perspective chosen by Ron Rash for the scene or scenes contained in the passage.  Converting the passage to a different perspective forces a student to think critically about that chosen perspective.  It also demands a critical analysis of the characters involved, as well as the conflict, characters, symbols, allusions, etc.  

The process for this assignment, once a passage has been selected, should begin with a discussion of the qualities of the existing passage.  Take notes on tone, theme, etc.  Ask yourselves why Rash used the narrative perspective he employed.  How could it be altered and to what effect?  What might be lost or gained?  Do not simply consider this exercise one in which pronouns are substituted for proper nouns. 
The product is two-fold.  You are required to turn in a rewrite of the passage in typed form (format – passage is to appear as pages of the book [including page numbers], mimicking the book’s format; place your last name and period in the upper right-hand corner of each page).  Attach to the rewritten passage your reflection on the experience.  The reflection must be typed, double-spaced, with your full name and class period at the top right of the paper.  Be thorough.  Include reflections on knowledge gained regarding Serena, narrative perspective, additional elements of style, and the experience of “fleshing out” ideas with your group. 

Two grades will be given, one for the narrative rewrite and one for the reflection.  The narrative rewrite is worth 150 points.  The reflection is worth 100 points.  
STUDENTS WILL CREATE RUBRICS, as this is a vital part of gaining understanding of the assignment.
