Allusion Notebook

Allusions are the realm of inference, innuendo and intrigue. Why does an author make multiple references to history in a novel, short story, poem or newspaper article? What effect does this have on the reading experience? Most importantly, why do I have to know this?

Requirements:

Throughout the year you will need to find a total of 15 different allusions. You will be responsible for turning in 5 allusions per quarter.  For each allusion you will write a paragraph discussing and citing the primary source.  You must also include the secondary source and your perspective on why the allusion is part of the secondary source.  

We will practice first.  Your 1st “practice” allusion is due Monday, September 21.
The first one can come from any genre

 Bring a copy to class.
Submit to turnitin.

NO Taylor Swift songs

No Billy Joel’s “We didn’t start the fire”

No  hymns
Perspective: This isn’t easy, so I won’t pretend that it is. While compiling your personal Allusion Notebook, you will explore the allusion from at least two perspectives: the reader and the writer. This experience will not only assist you in making connections with literature but also increase your analytical reading skills. 

Your allusions must come from various genres (newspaper/newsite sources, advertisements, music, commercials ) and be allusions to various genres(mythology, history, literature, movies/pop culture, music). How your mix and match is up to you, but you must have a variety.
Original (primary) source:

The original source is where the allusion ORIGINATED FROM. For instance, when Taylor Swift name drops Romeo & Juliet, Romeo & Juliet is the original source. 

Secondary source:

The secondary source is where the original source was ALLUDED TO. Using the same example, when Taylor Swift namedrops Romeo & Juliet, the song Love Story is the secondary source.
Success: Do these things. 

1. Write them on a regular basis. Every time you see an example, write down, do the research and write a rough draft.

2. Be sure to collect all the bibliographical information in order to save time later. 

3. Don’t procrastinate. You can’t complete this quickly as it requires time, attention and thought. 
Individual: Creating an allusion notebook is something you do ON YOUR OWN. Don’t plagiarize or steal your buddy’s allusions because you couldn’t find your own. 

No-no’s: 

1. You don’t get to use Taylor Swift. Yes, she says “Romeo” and “Scarlet Letter” in a song, that doesn’t mean 50 of you get to write about it.

2. I can google as well as you can. If you steal your list from somewhere else, you don’t get credit. 

Format/ Example

This must be done in MLA format (size 12 font, Times New Roman. However, you don’t have to double space between lines). It isn’t going to look exciting; let the work speak for itself. 

Layout

Primary Source Type & #/ Secondary Source Type & #

Name of Allusion

Original Source/ Context: Research the allusion. Explain and or summarize the information. Be sure to note any contextual information that may be necessary to the understanding of the allusion. 

Source Citation: MLA format (see: Purdue OWL) Note: you do not have to do this for the Bible. 
Quote/ Example from Secondary Source: Quote the allusion as it appears in the secondary source or attach the visual (may be needed for advertisement)

Source Citation: MLA format (see: Purdue OWL)

Effect/ Insight: Discuss the effect of the use of the allusion, and/or the insight the reader gains. Consider why the writer chose this particular reference and whether of not it is effective. If you were not familiar with the allusion, how does knowing the source and context of the allusion increase your understanding?

Your write-ups should look exactly like this.
Biblical Allusion 1/ Musical Source 1

“Vengeance Is Mine…”

Original Source/ Context:


In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses reaffirms, reminds and relays the Ten Commandments to the Israelites in order to confirm that they understand what God expects from them.  After discussing a history of Israel, Moses summarizes the Ten Commandments and emphasizes that people should not just know these laws but that they must follow them with God at the forefront of their hearts and lives.  Within this summary of commandments, Moses states that God has stated that, “Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, in due time their foot will slip; for the day of their calamity is near, and the impending things are hastening upon them.”

Primary Source Citation:


(Would go here, but this one is Biblical)

Quote/ Example from Secondary Source:

“Lord forgive him, he got them dark forces in him but he also got a righteous cause for sinning: them ‘a murder me so I gotta murder them first.
Emergency doctors performing procedures, 
Jesus,
I ain't trying to be facetious but, "Vengance is mine," said the Lord, you said it better than all.”

Secondary Source Citation:


Jay-Z. “Lucifer.” Black Album. Roc-A-Fella, 2003. Compact disc. 

Effect/ Insight:


As an avid art collector and reader, it is common for Jay-Z to reference outside sources within his work.  However, on “Lucifer,” Jay-Z utilizes the contents of the Bible in order to justify his previous, and perhaps future, decisions and mistakes.  This particular allusion is utilized (arguably out of context) by Jay-Z as a form of permission—he is saying that the Lord said taking vengeance on others is acceptable and, resultantly, Jay-Z is absolved of his vengeful actions.  Considering the power of religion and the amount of religious followers that exist, this allusion is particularly effective whether the listener agrees or disagrees with his justification. 


I was not familiar with the biblical context of this allusion.  However, now that I understand where it lied within Deuteronomy, these lyrics have a much more developed meaning.  Clearly, Jay-Z has been a part of events that he is not proud of and he has found his forgiveness, he feels, within this section of the Bible. 

