Poetic Devices 

Alliteration – the repetition of consonant sounds in a line of poetry or speech.  

“Struck out by a steed flying fearless and fleet:”

“Is the Mystic meeting the ocean tides;”

“Lonely and spectral and somber and still.”

                                                            Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“The fair breeze blew, the white foam flew,

The furrow followed free.”   





 
Samuel T. Coleridge

Allusion – A figure of speech that makes brief, often casual reference to a historical, literary, or biblical figure, event or object. Biblical allusions are frequent in English literature, such as in Shakespeare’s play and poems. Strictly speaking, allusion is always indirect. It attempts to tap the knowledge and memory of the reader and by so doing to secure a resonant emotional effect from the associations already existing in the reader’s mind. The effectiveness of the allusion depends on there being a common body of knowledge shared by writer and reader. Discovering the meaning and value of the allusions is frequently essential to understanding the work, especially nowadays when there is no longer as much of a common Christian-Judaic cultural experience.

Assonance – Similar vowel sounds in stressed syllables that end with different consonant sounds.  Assonance differs from rhyme in that rhyme is a similarity of vowel and consonant.  “Lake” and “fake” demonstrate rhyme; “lake” and “fate” demonstrate assonance.  

Consonance – The use at the ends of verses of words in which the final consonants in the stressed syllables agree but the vowels that precede them differ, as “add-read”, “bill-ball”

And “born-burn”. Contemporary poets frequently use consonance.  In this stanza by Emily Dickinson


“A quietness distilled,


As twilight long begun,


Or Nature, spending with herself


Sequestered afternoon,”

The linking of “begun” and “afternoon” is an example of consonance.

End Rhyme – Rhyme that occurs at the ends of the verses in a poem.  The most common kind of rhyme in English poetry is end rhyme.

Free Verse – Poetry that is based on the irregular rhythmic cadence of the recurrence, with variations, of phrases, images, and syntactical patterns rather than the conventional use of meter.  Rhyme may or may not be present in free verse, but when it is, it is used with great freedom.  

Examples:

1. The Bible Psalms are free verse

2. Walt Whitman’s “Leaves of Grass”

3. Matthew Arnold’s “Dover Beach”

4. In the twentieth century, free verse had wide spread usage by poets such as T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, Carl Sandburg, and William Carlos Williams to name a few. 

Hyperbole- A figure of speech in which conscious exaggeration is used without the intent of literal persuasion. Think of the story “Memories of Dating” from last year. 

Dave Barry uses hyperbole in order to make his story humorous. He doesn’t necessarily want to persuade the reader to think one-way or another. He is merely stating situations as he sees them. 

Imagery – The collection of images in a literary work. These images could be of nature, snow, water, the desert, or of infancy or childhood. Think about the images portrayed in Robert Frost’s “Nothing Gold Can Stay”. These images were of the changing of the seasons of the year. The images were used as metaphors of the stages in a person’s life. 

Metaphor – An implied comparison which imaginatively identifies on object with another and gives to the first object one or more qualities of the second. A comparison of two unlike things without using the words like or as. 

Meter- The recurrence in poetry of a rhythmic pattern, or the rhythm established by the regular or almost regular occurrence of similar units of sound pattern. The rhythmic unit within the line is called a FOOT. In English the accentual syllabic verse, the standard feet are:


1. iambic 
u  /  
 unstressed    stressed

u  /  =  a foot


2. trochaic 
/  u
 stressed        unstressed


3. anapestic
u u  /
 unstressed    unstressed  
stressed


4. dactylic
/  u  u
 stressed        unstressed
unstressed


5. spondaic
/  /
 stressed        stressed



6. pyrrhic
u  u 
 unstressed    unstressed 

Onomatopoeia – the use of words which by their pronunciation suggest their meaning.  Some onomatopoeic words are “hiss,” “slam,” “buzz,” and “whir.”

Personification – A figure of speech, which endows animals, ideas, abstractions, and inanimate objects with human form, character, or personalities. 


“The trees limbs reached out to grab my hair.”

Remember these lines from Longfellow’s’ poem “Paul Revere’s Ride”,


“And the meeting house windows blank and bare,


Gazed at him with a spectral glare,


As if they already stood aghast, 


At the bloody work they would look upon.”

Here, the poet gives human qualities to the windows of the meetinghouse. 

Simile – The comparison of two unlike things using like or as to do it. 

Stanza – A recurrent grouping of two or more lines of a poem in terms of length, metrical form, and, often, rhyme- scheme.  

Symbolism – The use of certain objects to represent something else.  

Synecdoche – A form of metaphor, which in mentioning a part signifies the whole, or the whole, signifies the part.  In order to be clear, good synecdoche must be based on an important part of the whole and not a minor part and, usually, the part selected to stand for the whole must be the part most directly associated with the subject under discussion.  Thus, under the first restriction we say motor for automobile (rather than tire), and under the second we speak of infantry on the march as foot rather than as hands just as we use hands rather than foot for people who are at work at manual labor. 

Types of Poetry

Ballad poem – A form of verse to be sung or recited and characterized by its presentation of a dramatic or exciting episode in simple narrative form.  

Elegy – A sustained and formal poem setting forth the poet’s meditations upon death or another solemn theme. The meditation often is occasioned by the death of a particular person, but it may be a generalized observation or the expression of a solemn mood.  

Epic poem – A long narrative poem in elevated style, presenting characters of high position in a series of adventures. 

Free Verse – see above!

Lament – A poem expressing some great grief, usually more intense and more personal than that expressed in a complaint, a lyric poem, common in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance in which the poet laments the unresponsiveness of his mistress, or bemoans his unhappy lot and seeks to remedy it. 

Lyric poem – A brief subjective poem strongly marked by imagination, melody, and emotion, and creating for a reader a single, unified impression. 

Narrative poem – A poem that tells a story.  Epics and ballads are examples of narrative poems.
Ode – A single, unified strain of exalted lyrical verse directed to a single purpose, and dealing with one theme. 

Pastoral – A poem treating of shepherds and rustic life, after the Latin word for shepherd, pastor. 

Sonnet – A lyric poem of fourteen lines and following one of several set rhyme schemes. 

The rhythm for each sonnet is usually iambic pentameter, or five meters of iambs per line. 

The two basic sonnet types are Italian or Petrarchan and English or Shakespearean.

The Petrarchan Sonnet is broken up into an octave – eight lines of abbaabba, and sestet of cdecde, cdccdc or cdecde. The octave presents a narrative, states a proposition or raises a question; the sestet drives home the narrative by making an abstract comment, applies the proposition, or solves the problem.  

The Shakespearean Sonnet is broken up into four divisions: three quatrains (each quatrain has four lines, each with a rhyme-scheme of its own, usually rhyming alternate lines) and a rhymed concluding couplet (2 lines).  The typical rhyme scheme is abab cdcd efef gg. The couplet on the end is often a commentary on the preceding quatrains. 

Repetition – is the repetition of words, phrases or sentences in a poem. 
Nothing Gold Can Stay by Robert Frost 

   /   U      U      /      U   /
Nature’s first green is gold, A
      Rhyme Scheme

U      /     U   /     U     /                   Always start at the first line for A. Each stanza starts a new A. 

Her hardest hue to hold.      A       Assign the words that rhyme the same letters. 
U     /    U   /      U  /   U 
Her early leaf’s a flower;    B
U      / U  /   U /  U

       Rhythm =  iambic tetrameter means three meters of iambs
But only so an hour. 
        B

U = unstressed       / = stressed 
U        /      U   /      U   / 
Then leaf subsides to leaf, C
U    /   U   /     U   /  
So Eden sank to grief;
        C        Biblical allusion – this line refers to the book of Genesis when 
U     /       U       /       U   / 


Eve is thrown out of the garden for disobedience.
And dawn goes down to day,  D

/       U      /      U     /                      Imagery is also prevalent here. 
Nothing gold can stay.          D

