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	Created by:
	Christa Okocha

	Event/Date:
	TeachFest 2014 10/23/2014

	Text and Author
	“The Perils of Indifference” by Elie Wiesel

	Where to Access Text
	http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/wiesel.htm

	Text Description

	Elie Wiesel, a Nobel Laureate, delivers a speech to then President of the United States, Bill Clinton, the First Lady, Hillary Clinton, and other members of government leadership to speak in remembrance of the Holocaust.  Coincidentally, at that time in history, children in Kosovo were suffering similarly to the children of the Holocaust. 


	Quantitative

	Lexile and Grade Level
	L1130 9th-10th GRD Band

	Text Length
	1862 Words

	Qualitative

	Meaning/Central Ideas
	Text Structure/Organization

	· Indifference is not a response
· Action should be the only response to the suffering of other humans; it's the only humane option
· Leaders were aware of the events taking place in Germany/Europe, but did nothing to help

· The role of humans in human suffering

· Genocide and inhumane acts continue on today
Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly
	· Speech

· Utilizes first and third person

· Parallelism

· Narratives

· Author’s Craft

· Rhetorical questions

· Rhetorical devices

· Inclusion of narrative

Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly

	Prior Knowledge Demands
	Language Features

	· Historical allusions
· Assassination history

· Genocides in history

· German Concentration Camps (Buchenwald, Auschwitz (Birkenau is mentioned in text), Treblinka)
· Kristallnacht

· SS soldiers

· Wehrmact

· Allies
Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly
	· Nonliteral Language (Use of darkness)
· Allusions

· Metaphors
· Irony
· Rule of three
· Parallelism

· Complex vocabulary

· Language is formal at times

· Some German words

Complexity Level:     Slightly     Moderately     Very     Exceedingly

	Potential Reader/Task Challenges

	· Historical allusions
· Holocaust

· World Leaders (Hitler, Winston Churchill, and Roosevelt) 
· Vocabulary

· Changing text structure, POV


	Big Takeaway

	As an author, Elie Wiesel makes specific writing choices about rhetorical devices and questions, narrative, parallelism, and 1st and 3rd person POV to develop his purpose for the speech.  He discusses the choices made by leaders during WWII and the Holocaust and the effects of those choices in an attempt to persuade present day leaders to make a different decision when faced with the same type of injustice.  More specifically, he is calling President Clinton to action in Kosovo during an ethnic war, which used child soldiers. 
Elie Wiesel gives his speech to U.S. decision makers about moving to action when humans are suffering opposed to choosing indifference.
Elie Wiesel develops a theme of empowerment to take action when inhumane acts occur opposed to choosing indifference.



Vocabulary Analysis Template

	
	Words that demand less teaching time (i.e. the definition is singular and concrete)
	Words that demand more teaching time (i.e. words with multiple meanings and/or that are part of a word family)

	Words that can be determined in context
	Eternal
Etymologically
Seductive (In Context)
Elicit

	 (In-) indifference, inescapable, inhuman, injustice
(Un-) Unnatural, Unaware
(Inter-) interruption, intervene, intervention
(-Ism) Fascism, heroism, Nazism, communism, 
Liberated

Gratitude
“Muselmanner”
Abstraction
Vacantly
Humanity
Plight
Consolation

Accomplices
Illustrious



	Words that cannot be determined in context
	Profound

Abiding

Threshold

Millennium
Metaphysical

Commemorating
Pogrom

Synagogues
Apartheid

	Virtue
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