President Obama’s Inaugural Address

To effectively analyze an argument, you must learn to recognize the three classical strategies of argumentation: logical appeal, emotional appeal, and ethical appeal. The better arguments rely on a thoughtful use of all three appeals, and a persuasive writer knows when to use each in order to accomplish an intended purpose.

In addition to the appeals, though, careful and intelligent readers learn to analyze the style of an argument—the diction, imagery, syntactical patterns, figurative language, or any other devices of language that authors use to persuade their audience. These language devices are often referred to, or called, rhetorical devices. You have heard some of these devices referred to as literary elements.

NOTE: The word rhetoric, at its most basic level, simply means language used for a purpose. In persuasion, that purpose is to attempt to convince the audience that the writer’s opinion or position is the correct one.

Activity

Read Barack Obama’s Inaugural speech carefully. As you read, look for the three appeals as well as rhetorical devices. Take notes or underline so you can find them later.

The Appeals: logical, emotional, ethical
List an example of each type of appeal used in the speech and explain why it is logical, emotional, or ethical. 
1. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Repetition: anaphora

Anaphora is the repetition of an initial phrase. List  two examples from Obama’s speech. 

4. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Obama use anaphora? Pick one time he uses anaphora and explain what the effect is on the audience.  How does this kind of repetition relate to the point Obama is making? 

5. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Allusions: historical and religious.
Please list three historical allusions from the speech. What events is Obama alluding to? What is the effect of the allusions?

6.   ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Please list one biblical allusion from the speech. What values is Obama alluding to? What is the effect of the allusion?

7. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Parallelism 
Parallelism means to give two or more parts of the sentences a similar form so as to give the whole a definite pattern. 

example: "But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream." (Amos)
List one example of parallelism in Obama’s speech. What is the rhetorical effect? 

8. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Antithesis
Antithesis is the use of opposing ideas or images. For example, Hell is the antithesis of Heaven; disorder is the antithesis of order. It is the juxtaposition of contrasting ideas, usually in a balanced way.

Find an example of antithesis in Obama’s speech. Why use antithesis? What is the effect? 

9. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Figurative language: simile and metaphor
List two metaphors/similes used in Obama’s speech. What is the effect of these metaphors? 
10. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Imagery
List one image used in the speech. Why use imagery? 

11. ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
