
 

I. Political Jargon 
 

1. Using several words when one word will do: 

Task 1: Simplify the following expressions. 

Example:  exhibits a tendency  tends 

1.    make inquiry regarding _________________________________ 

2.    reach a decission  ______________________________________ 

3.   render operative ________________________________________ 

4.   a long period of time ____________________________________ 

5.  in an efficient manner ___________________________________ 

6.  resembling in nature ____________________________________ 

7.  avail oneself of ________________________________________ 

8.  causive factor _________________________________________ 

 

2. Preference for abstract nouns ending in –tion, -ity, -ment, -ness, -ance, -ative, -ate, -ous, 

-cy, -ist, and the like: 

Task 2: Match the following words with their more common synonyms. 

 

1. Utilization    a) division and sharing      

2. Nullity    b) determination, firmness 

3. Apportionment   c) disapproval                 

4. Credulousness   d) teeth arrangement 

5. Discountenance   e) diplomat                

6. Dentition    f) use 

7. Pertinacity    g) mean, stingy     

8. Exigency    h) nothing 



 
 

 

9. Diplomatist    i) trustfulness    

10. Parsimonious   j) need, urgency 

 

3. Excessive use of words with Latin or Greek prefixes: 

Task 3: Read horizontally or vertically (not diagonally) to find the meanings of these prefixes 

in the word-square. 

 

Example: bi as in bicycle    

1. multi as in multi-national  2. pre as in pre-war  3. anti as in antisocial 

4. pseudo as in pseudo-scientific 5. semi as in semi-circle 6. micro as in microscopic 

7. mono as in monologue  8. mis as in misunderstand 9. re as in re-read 

10 sub as in submarine 
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Task 4: Use your knowledge of prefixes to write definitions of the underlined words. Which 

two prefixes do not have Latin or Greek origin? 

Although Jim is an ex-soledier, he’s only semi-literate. When he tries to write a letter, he 

misspels half the words and his wife has to rewrite it for him. His wife used to work in a sub-

department of the Ministry of Finance where her main job was redirecting mail. Jim’s very 

pro-army but he over-emphesises its good points. His wife, on the other hand, is rather anti-

army and she undervalues its positive aspects. 



 
 

 

4. The overabundant use of clichés 

See http://www.sportscliche.com/politics/  

 

5. The extensive use of noun strings 

Guidelines to follow: 

1. Break up noun strings with prepositional phrases. 

2. If possible, turn some nouns into verbs. 

3. Use hyphens to indicate closely related words. 

4. Use acronyms when feasible. 

5. Eliminate words that are not needed in the noun string. 

6. Three nouns in a string is hard to understand; four or more nouns in a string is excessive. 

 

Task 5:  Make the following noun strings more understandable: 

1. Municipal Solid Waste Classification Methodology 

______________________________________________________ 

2. Scanner Head Motion Control Arm 

______________________________________________________ 

3. Underground Mine Worker Safety Protection Procedures 

______________________________________________________ 

4. Draft laboratory animal rights protection regulations 

_____________________________________________________ 

5. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s automobile seat belt interlock rule 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.sportscliche.com/politics/


 
II. Verbal Reasoning Test 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


