“The Crucible”-Act II (pgs. 1267-1287)

Standards:

Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a variety of genres and traditions.  Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the characters, plots, and settings.

Analyze characteristics of subgenres that are used in poetry, prose, plays, novels, short stories, essays, and other basic genres.
	Task
	Responses

	An allusion is a brief reference within a work to something outside the work. Usually, an allusion relates to one of the following: another literary work, a well-known person, a place, a historical event.  Record the biblical allusions in Act II
	   Allusion                             Meaning                                       Value to the Text

1. New Jerusalem                  the holy city of heaven                       ?
2.

3.

4.

5.

	Why do you think Miller has made frequent use of Biblical allusion in a play about Puritans?  What purpose does this serve?
	

	What do you learn about Elizabeth’s feelings toward her husband from the stage directions on page 1268?
	

	What does Elizabeth’s allusion to Moses’ parting of the Red Sea reveal about Abigail’s new standing in the community?
	

	A simile is a figure of speech that makes a direct comparison between two subjects, using either like or as.  Find another simile in this passage. (1269)  What is the comparison?
	

	How would you describe Elizabeth’s changing emotions as she challenges John?

	

	A metaphor is a figure of speech in which one thing is spoken of as though it were something else.  What metaphor does John use on page 1270?  What point is he trying to make?
	

	What change has Mary’s participation in the court proceedings brought in her attitude toward the Proctors?  Do you think that this change in Mary is likely to be permanent or temporary?  Why?
	

	What do you know about the Puritans and their “plain style” that affects your interpretation of the golden candlesticks? (1276)
	

	What commandment has John left off the list?  Why is this ironic? (1277)

	

	What does the stage direction “as though a secret arrow had pained his heart” suggest about Proctor?  Two what might the arrow allude? (1278)
	

	What is ironic about Proctor’s statement, “I have no witness and cannot prove it, except my word be taken”? (1278)
	

	What does Abigail’s accusation of Elizabeth reveal about Abigail’s character?


	


With which character do you sympathize more, John or Elizabeth?  Why?  How have the actions of these characters contributed to their current situations?
