Name: _________________________________
Period: ___________
Date: ________________

Tracking Allusions in The Color of Water
An allusion is a reference to a historical event or figure or some popular or celebrated person or issue. The use of allusion allows a writer to pack meaning into a word or phrase; similarly, the reader’s experience of the work and of life is made richer as a result of an awareness of the meaning of allusions.  
To make our reading of James McBride’s The Color of Water more meaningful, we will have a discussion about many allusions made throughout the memoir. You will be randomly assigned an allusion. Research the concept or figure and be prepared on the day the reading is due with a brief explanation and visual, if possible, of the allusion. Include how the allusion relates to the text and what is significant in history (African American, Southern America, Northern America, Jewish) or popular culture. You are responsible for explanation the allusion to the class. 10 points. Note: This assignment has been adapted from Ms. Ledet: english10ledet.weebly.com
Allusion



Chapter

Page

Period 3

Period 6

Last Poets  



chapter 4

p.25

Black Panthers 


chapter 4

p. 25, 73

Malcolm X  



chapter 4

p. 25

Black Celebrities of the 1930s 
chapter 4

Cassius Clay/Muhammad Ali (31), Jackie Robinson (32), Paul Robeson (32)
Fresh Air Fund 


chapter 4

p. 34

“Black Power/Black is Beautiful” 
chapter 4

p. 25-26

Jewish Food: 



chapter 5

p. 41
Gefilte fish, Kugel, Chopped Liver, Matzoh Balls, Kneydlach  

New Testament & Old Testament  chapters 5/6 

p. 37/45

Ku Klux Klan  


chapter 7

p. 58, 111-14

Jim Crow South  


chapter 8

p. 77

Civil Rights Protests of the 1960’s  chapter 8

p. 70-71

Jewish Rituals: 


chapters 10/11
Yarmulke  85, Hasidic  85, Sabbath 108, Shaytl   116

Soul Food  



chapter 12

p. 133

Bootlegging during the 1920s  
chapter 12

p. 121

Trolley System in NYC  

chapter 13

p. 133

Soul Music of the 1960s  

chapter 14  

p.140

Commercial Diplomas/

chapter 15

p. 153

Girl’s High School 
Harlem Renaissance  

chapter 17

p. 171-74
Culture of the 30’s 

 (include Aretha Franklin, Martha Reeves, and Archie Bell and the Drells, James Brown  104)
Black Musicians of the 1930’s 

Billie Holliday  233, Billy Eckstine  233

chapter 23
Gene Krupa 122, Charlie Parker  122,

chapter 12
Nat King Cole  122         

