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Hamlet’s Friends


Hamlet, Sr.


King of Denmark


Deceased


--returns as ghost in Act I





2nd marriage





1st marriage





Claudius


**Present King of Denmark








**In Denmark, kings are elected rather than appointed by divine right of kingship.





Hamlet


Prince of Denmark,


protagonist





Gertrude


Queen of Denmark





Polonius


Claudius’ Head Advisor








Laertes


-leaves for school in France in Act I





Ophelia


Hamlet’s girlfriend


--ordered not to see Hamlet anymore in ACT I





Fortinbras, Jr.’s uncle


--present King of Norway





***Fortinbras, Sr.


King of Norway


--killed by King Hamlet in battle- Denmark won the war.





Fortinbras, Jr.


--He wants revenge for his father’s death.  In Act I he has gathered an army and has been attacking the borders of Denmark.





***Characters are NOT really named Sr. and Jr.  I just put that to help you keep everybody straight (.





Rosencrantz & Guildenstern


--childhood friends of Hamlet; they will act as spies for Claudius





Horatio


--Hamlet’s true and loyal friend; the guards standing watch first tell him about the ghost.





Hamlet








