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Inaugural Symposium on

The Role of Religion and Faith-Based Organizations in International Affairs

Thematic Focus:

Human Dignity and Human Rights

Wednesday, 21 January 2015

Church Center for the United Nations

Second Floor Conference Room

777 United Nations Plaza

New York, NY 10017

Morning Session

8:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.

Discussion over catered lunch from 12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.

Afternoon Session

1:45 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.

Reception with hors d’oeuvres from 6:15 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Organized by:

General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church

General Conference of Seventh-Day Adventists

United Methodist Women

World Council of Churches

Co-sponsored by:

African Methodist Episcopal Church Women’s Missionary Society, The Episcopal Church, General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), The Salvation Army
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	Morning Session:

	8:30 - 8:45 a.m.
	Morning Session Registration

	
	Coffee and Tea

	8:45 - 8:52 a.m.
	Welcome

	
	Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary and Chief Executive Officer,

	
	United Methodist Women (TBC)

	8:53 - 9:28 a.m.
	Introduction to the Inaugural Symposium & Presentation

	
	'Human Dignity' as Foundation for Human Rights:
	

	
	An Overlapping Normative Consensus

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dr. Ganoune Diop, Permanent Representative to the United Nations,

	
	General Conference of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church and The

	
	International Religious Liberty Association

	9:30 – 10:00 a.m.
	Presentation I

	
	Human Rights as a Way of Life

	
	Shulamith Koenig, Founder of
	PDHRE, People’s Movement for Human

	
	Rights Learning (formerly PDHRE) and Recipient, 2003 UN Prize in the

	
	Field of Human Rights

	10:02 - 10:14 a.m.
	Discussant

	
	Prof. Elsa Stamatopoulou, Director, Indigenous Peoples Rights Program,

	
	Center for the Study of Human Rights, Columbia University

	10:15 - 10:36 a.m.
	Question and Answer moderated by Professor Ganoune Diop

	10:37 – 10:58 a.m.
	Coffee, Tea & Conversations

	11:00 - 11:30 a.m.
	Presentation II

	
	The Intersections of Peace, Human Security and Human Dignity:
	

	
	Ecumenical Discourse and Practice
	

	
	Rev. Liberato Bautista, Assistant General Secretary for United Nations

	
	and International Affairs and Main Representative to the UN, General

	
	Board of Church and Society of The United Methodist Church


	11:32
	- 11:44 a.m.
	Distinguished Guest Discussant

	
	
	Ambassador Anwarul K. Chowdhury, Former Under-Secretary General

	
	
	and High Representative of the United Nations

	11:45
	- 12:00 p.m.
	Question & Answer Session moderated by Professor Ganoune Diop

	12:01
	- 12:31 p.m.
	Featured Presentation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Professor Heiner Bielefeldt, UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of

	
	
	Religion or Belief

	12:32
	- 12:45 p.m.
	Question & Answer Session moderated by Professor Ganoune Diop

	12:45 - 1:45 p.m.
	Discussions over lunch

	
	
	Catered lunch provided



	
	Afternoon Session:

	1:45 - 2:00 p.m.
	Afternoon Session Registration

	2:00 - 2:35 p.m.
	Introduction to the Inaugural Symposium & Presentation

	
	“The Role of Churches in International Affairs”
	

	
	Rudelmar Bueno de Faria, Representative to the United Nations

	
	in New York, World Council of Churches

	2:37 - 3:07 p.m.
	Presentation III

	
	Expanding an Inclusive Human Rights Discourse and Praxis within

	
	Religious and Faith Communities
	

	
	Dr. Azza Karam, Senior Advisor
	on Culture, UNFPA

	3:09 - 3:21 p.m.
	Discussant

	
	Bishop Stacy Sauls, Chief Operating Officer,

	
	Missionary Society of The Episcopal Church

	3:22 - 3:42 p.m.
	Question & Answer Session moderated by Rudelmar Bueno de Faria

	3:43 - 3:59 p.m.
	Coffee, Tea & Conversations

	4:00 - 4:30 p.m.
	Presentation IV

	
	Role of Religion in the Post-2015 Development Agenda

	
	Olav Kjørven, Director, Public Partnerships Division,
	UNICEF


	4:32 - 4:44 p.m.
	Discussant

	
	
	Pauliina Parhiala, Director and Chief Operating Officer, ACT Alliance

	4:46 - 5:01 p.m.
	Question & Answer Session moderated by Rudelmar Bueno de Faria

	5:03
	- 5:33 p.m.
	Presentation V

	
	
	Role of Religion in Overcoming Gender-Based Discrimination

	
	
	Lopa Banerjee, Chief, Civil Society Section of UN Women
	

	5:35
	- 5:47 p.m.
	Discussant

	
	
	Peter Prove, Director, Commission of the Churches on International

	
	
	Affairs, World Council of Churches

	5:49
	–- 6:01 p.m.
	Question & Answer Session moderated by Rudelmar Bueno de Faria

	6:03
	- 6:10 p.m.
	Symposium Recap & Moving Forward

	
	
	Rev. Kathleen Stone, Executive for Economic and Environmental Justice

	
	
	and Representative to the United Nations, United Methodist Women

	6:15 - 7:00pm
	Reception

	
	
	Closing Remarks

	
	
	Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe, General Secretary and Chief Executive

	
	
	Officer, General Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Church

	
	
	(TBC)


