<<Local Health Department Letterhead>>

Dear Parent:

Cases of chickenpox have been reported at (enter name of school). Enclosed is a fact sheet about chickenpox, how it is transmitted, and how it can be prevented.  

The (enter county name) County Health Department offers vaccination. The following recommendations will determine if your child should receive the vaccine:

· Children who already had chickenpox do not need the vaccine.
· Children who received 2 doses of chickenpox vaccine do not need additional vaccine.
· A second dose of vaccine is recommended for children who received only 1 dose of chickenpox vaccine and have not had chickenpox.
· Children who have not received the vaccine and have not had chickenpox should receive two doses of varicella vaccine.

· A second vaccine is strongly recommended for any child that meets the above criteria and is in (fill in teacher’s name) classroom.
Two doses of varicella vaccine are recommended for maximum protection. For children younger than 13 years, the interval between doses is at least 3 months.  For children and adults 13 years old and older, the interval between doses is at least 4 weeks.

The vaccine is effective in preventing disease if given within 3 to 5 days after exposure, or as soon as possible, as indicated. Vaccination is recommended even if the exposure was greater than 5 days. Therefore; it is important that children who were exposed to the virus receive the vaccine promptly to prevent illness.

Immunocompromised persons and pregnant women who are not immune should see a physician immediately if exposed to chickenpox. 

Contact the (enter name of county) County Health Department at (insert telephone number) if you have any questions or you would like to receive the vaccine.
Sincerely,

(insert school nurse name)
