
The children on the cover of this year’s annual report are playing, even though their situation is  
anything but a game. Their families have fled violence in Syria for safety in Zaatari Refugee Camp,  
near Mafraq, Jordan. Now several years into the conflict, our global community still struggles with  
how to meet the immense needs of those forced from home around the globe. 

There are now more people displaced from their homes by violence and strife than at any other  
time since World War II. That conflict gave birth to Church World Service. As we mark our 70th  
anniversary in 2016, there are a number of ways we can look at our work over the years. I am  

mindful of the millions of lives we have impacted in pursuit of our mission to eradicate hunger and poverty, and in promoting 
peace and justice. I think of the tons of material goods moved around the world — the trains, ships, cargo nets and sacks of  
grain that were early tools of our trade and gave rise to our work, straining under the bounty of generosity. I see caring  
communities who have opened their doors to more than half a million people fleeing danger and plight as refugees. 

The black and white still photos, the celluloid film spooled in cardboard boxes and the scratchy radio reports that make up our 
rich archives are fascinating. One can feel the mud and grit of hard work our staff have endured for decades in accompanying 
communities to a better, brighter future. The battle against sand and dust faced by a refugee caseworker in Africa. The  
conviction in the eyes and hearts of those who advocate for change and walk alongside a community discovering its political 
voice. It is all there to be seen, felt and heard. 

Yet for me, what is most interesting – and revealing about who we are – is in what is not seen. It is the force of our movement, 
built on connecting communities of means with communities of great need. Right now, the needs of those facing hunger, poverty 
and displacement are incredible. I believe they are nothing compared to the incredible force of generosity inherent to humankind. 
It is a source of energy and verve that shaped CWS first through the Friendship movement seven decades ago. It is the fuel of a 
movement that continues to burn all these years later, connecting us to our past better than any photo or reel of film. 

These pages bear the fruit of our generous movement. It is our report on what we have been able to accomplish in the last year 
when like hearts and minds join to make a better world. It is but a snapshot in time of the needs found in our world and our shared 
commitment to make things better for so many who wrestle with so much. 

It is for those we serve that we exist, and in response to their needs that we evolve. We are changing, and this is nothing new. 
For example, late in the 1960s we recognized that collecting and shipping clothes and food was becoming financially prohibitive. 
Our supporters helped us to shape new ways of building on goodwill by fostering more sustainable methods to help people have 
enough food to eat, clean water to drink and a safe place to call home. 

So, we will continue to evolve, to adapt to new realities with hope for new opportunities that are possible when generosity and 
willingness to change meet. What will not change is the core of the generous movement that gave rise to those trains, cargo nets 
and ships nearly 70 years ago. This generous movement, and our commitment to shaping a world free of hunger, poverty and 
displacement, endures so that all children may know the joy of play, free from the threat of violence and the blight of poverty.

In Friendship,

Rev. John L. McCullough
President and CEO
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OUR MISSION
CWS works with partners to eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote peace and justice around the world.
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cwsglobal.org

For more information, visit 
cwsannualreport.org.
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N E T  A S S E T S

R E V E N U E
$77,742,927
U.S. GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
$50,116,190  /  64.4%
PUBLIC & COMMUNITY 
APPEALS 
Including individual giving, congregations,  
events and foundations.
$18,405,236  /  23.7%
MEMBER COMMUNIONS 
& OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
$4,557,778  /  5.9%
INVESTMENT & OTHER 
INCOME
$2,501,825  /  3.2%
DONATED MATERIALS
$2,161,898  /  2.8%

E X P E N S E S
$78,212,192
SERVICES FOR  
DISPLACED PEOPLE
$51,635,909  /  66%
GLOBAL RELIEF  
& DEVELOPMENT
$7,233,989  /  9.2%
EMERGENCY RESPONSE
$7,139,118  /  9.1%
ADVOCACY
$2,081,309  /  2.7%
FUNDRAISING
$6,552,086  /  8.4%
MANAGEMENT & GENERAL
$3,569,781  /  4.6%

NET CHANGE  /  ($469,265)
NET AT JULY 1, 2014  /  $10,199,511 
NET AT JUNE 30, 2015  /  $9,730,246

Church World Service is tax exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to Church World Service are tax  
deductible. The CWS financial records are audited by independent auditors in accordance with guidelines established by the American Institute  
of Certified Public Accountants. The CWS 990 is available through www.guidestar.org and upon request.

funding our workcws global outreach

PARAGUAY, URUGUAY,  
BOLIVIA, ARGENTINA
CWS accompanies indigenous  
communities in South America’s Gran 
Chaco region as they seek to reclaim 
access to their ancestral lands, and search 
for sustainable solutions to chronic food, 
water, sanitation and hygiene challenges. 
Funders, partners and CWS staff make 
better lives possible here, which is home 
to 25 different indigenous ethnic groups, 
including communities of Guarani, Wichi, 
Qom and Enxet Sur who for centuries lived 
as semi-nomadic hunter gatherers before 
losing most of their land to development 
and climate shifts.

CUBA
CWS celebrates the return 
to normalization with Cuba, 
a country whose faith-based 
partnership predates the 
Castro era.

HAITI,  DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 
NICARAGUA, BRAZIL, URUGUAY
More than 2 million children in the region have parents who are 
incarcerated. Without parents in their day-to-day lives, children 
of prisoners risk trafficking and other predatory practices. CWS 
works to raise the visibility of these children, helping secure 
expanded support and reduce their risk.

BOLIVIA
Teresa Galarza is the second in charge 
of the remote Guarani indigenous village 
of Kapiguasuti, Bolivia, where she and 
many of her neighbors have improved 
their family’s nutrition by starting 
vegetable gardens with assistance  
from Church World Service.

HONDURAS
Melecio Cantoral says he has heard other  
families talk about migrating to look for work 
and better opportunities. At one time, he 
thought he may need to endure the dangerous 
journey north to help feed his family. However, 
with the sustainable techniques and tools  
provided by CWS, the Cantoral family are  
staying together as a family on their own  
farm, with a healthy, nutritious diet.

U.S.
“The Greensboro area is ranked as one of the most food 
insecure communities in the nation. The CROP Hunger 
Walk supports efforts locally through Greensboro Urban 
Ministry’s Potters House Community Kitchen, which 
provides nourishing meals to 400-500 individuals daily 
who are experiencing hunger and food insecurity.”

- Cheryl Ledford, Greensboro Urban MinistryUNITED STATES
CWS helped 7,185 refugees to find new homes in the last 
federal fiscal year. Meanwhile, more than 115,000 people 
helped to raise nearly $12 million to fight hunger locally and 
globally through CROP Hunger Walk, supporting 2,494 local 
feeding operations.

GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, 
NICARAGUA
A regional food security program joins our expertise 
with more than 53,000 people in 131 communities 
in helping to find lasting solutions to hunger and 
malnutrition.

KENYA, TANZANIA,  
SOUTH AFRICA
CWS is responding to the needs of  
refugees who cannot return home. 
Covering a region of 49 distinct 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa, CWS 
prepares applications for refugees 
seeking resettlement through the 
United States Refugee Admissions 
Program. In partnership with the 
U.N. and the U.S. government, CWS 
also prepares those selected for 
resettlement for new lives in the 
United States.

INDONESIA
The Therapeutic Feeding Center in Soe 
helps undernourished children survive 
and thrive by providing emergency 
feeding and education for parents on 
healthy foods.

MYANMAR (BURMA)
CWS and partners join to help people  
vulnerable to disaster in Myanmar 
(Burma) to reduce their risk through 
education, training and preparedness.

JAPAN
Following Japan’s 2011 tsunami and nuclear 
disaster, CWS has worked with other groups 
to reduce disaster risk. CWS’ Takeshi 
Komino advocated for changes in Japan’s 
government messaging about nuclear risk at 
the U.N.’s World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Sendai.

VIETNAM
Nguyen van Hung, his wife, Hoa 
and their baby received help 
when CWS worked with their 
community to build latrines. 
“Now our children don’t get sick 
anymore,” he says.

CAMBODIA
CWS and a partner provided Chor Ry with 
agricultural training as well as vegetable 
seeds and gardening tools that help her 
family gain additional income. 

SERBIA
Thanks to generous donor support,  
nearly 250 children in Belgrade’s  
vulnerable Roma community have  
access to schooling and a youth center.
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