
RENTAL PROPERTY INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
 

CERTIFICATIONS REPAIR 

NEEDED 

C1: ROOF CERTIFICATION OR RE-ROOFING WITHIN 24 MONTHS?  REQUIRED  

C2: WATER HEATER CERTIFICATION OR REPLACEMENT WITHIN 24 MONTHS? 

REQUIRED 

 

C3: FURNACE CERTIFICATION OR REPLACEMENT WITHIN 24 MONTHS? REQUIRED  

C4: EXTERMINATION REPORT WITHIN 12 MONTHS?  REQUIRED  

EXTERIOR REPAIR 

NEEDED 

E1: PRIVATE SIDEWALKS/WALKWAYS, DRIVEWAYS, AND SIMILAR AREAS BEING 

KEPT FREE FROM TRIP HAZARDS, LARGE CRACKS, ETC.?  
 

E2: HAS THE DRIVEWAY BEEN RECENTLY SEALCOATED/BLACKTOPPED (ASPHALT 

DRIVEWAYS)? 
 

E3: HAS THERE BEEN PROPER TRIMMING OF TREES AND SHRUBS AROUND THE 

PROPERTY? ARE ALL GRASS AND WEEDS LESS THAN 6 INCHES? 
 

E4: IS THE STRUCTURE OF THE BUILDING FREE FROM USUAL SAGGING, 

DETERIORATION, AND STRUCTURALLY SOUND? IS THE FOUNDATION FREE OF 

LARGE CRACKS? 

 

E5: IS THE BUILDING ADDRESS ON THE PROPERTY AND VISIBLE FROM THE 

STREET? 
 

E6: ARE FENCES, RETAINING WALLS, DECKS AND PORCHES ALL IN GOOD REPAIR?  

E7: IS THERE ANY VISIBLE OR LOOSE GARBAGE, DEBRIS, AND YARD WASTE 

AROUND THE PROPERTY? REQUIRED 
 

E8: ARE THE GUTTERS (REQUIRED), SIDING, SOFFITS AND FASCIA FREE OF 

PEELING PAINT AND DETERIORATION? ARE THEY IN NEED OF REPAIR? 
 

E9: ARE THERE EXTENSIONS PRESENT ON THE DOWNSPOUTS THAT EXTEND AT 

LEAST THREE FEET AWAY FROM THE PROPERTY? 
 

E10: ARE ALL THE BRICK WALLS AND CHIMNEY IN GOOD REPAIR? ARE THE BRICK 

WALLS DETERIORATING AND/OR IS MORTAR IS MISSING? 
 

E11: IS THE ROOF SOUND, TIGHT, AND PREVENTING THE ELEMENTS FROM 

DAMAGING THE STRUCTURE? 
 

E12: ARE STORM DOORS PRESENT ON THE ENTRANCE AND EXIT DOORS? 

REQUIRED  

 

E13: ARE STORM DOORS IN GOOD REPAIR? DOOR AUTOMATICALLY CLOSES WITH 

A SPRINGBACK OR CLOSER. REQUIRED 

 

E14: ARE ALL WINDOWS, DOORS AND FRAMES IN GOOD CONDITION? ARE THERE 

ANY BROKEN OR MISSING WINDOWS, ROTTED WOOD, PEELING PAINT? ALL 

WINDOWS AND DOORS ARE OPERABLE? 

 

E15: ARE BALCONIES AND PORCHES FREE OF EXCESS MATERIAL OR BEING USED 

AS A STORAGE AREA?  
 

E16: DO THE EXIT, ENTRANCE AND STORM DOORS HAVE KEYLESS DEADBOLT 

LOCKS WITH THREE INCH SCREWS SECURED INTO THE BUILDING FRAMING FOR 

STRIKE PLATES?  REQUIRED 

 

E17:  ADEQUATE SECURITY LIGHTING NEAR ENTRYWAYS AND PARKING 

LOTS/DRIVEWAYS PRESENT?  
 

E18: IS THERE A WORKING DOORBELL OR IS A KNOCKER PRESENT?  REQUIRED  

E19: ARE ALL LIGHT FIXTURES IN GOOD REPAIR WITH PROPER COVERS?  

 

E20: ARE ALL EXTERIOR OUTLETS PROTECTED WITH A GROUND FAULT 

INTERCEPTOR CIRCUIT AND WITH PROPER COVER?  

 

E21: ARE ALL DERELICT VEHICLES (INOPERABLE, PARKED ON NON-APPROVED 

SURFACE, NO CURRENT LICENSE/CITY STICKERS, MISSING PLATES) REMOVED 

FROM PROPERTY?   

 

E22: IS THE GARAGE/SHED IN SAFE AND GOOD CONDITION?    

E23: ARE SCREENS PRESENT ON ALL ENTRANCE AND EXIT DOORS?  

E24: ARE ALL PORCHES, BALCONIES AND/OR LANDINGS MORE THAN 30” ABOVE 

THE FLOOR OR GRADE BELOW EQUIPPED WITH A GUARDRAIL?  REQUIRED 
 



E25: ARE STAIRWAYS MAINTAINED IN A SAFE CONDITION AND HAVE CONTINUOUS 

HANDRAILS PLACED ON BOTH SIDES OF STAIRWAYS? REQUIRED 
 

INTERIOR REPAIR 

NEEDED 

I1: HAS THE PROPERTY BEEN PROPERLY CLEANED AND SANITIZED?  REQUIRED  

I2: HAS THE PROPERTY BEEN CLEARED OF ANY LOOSE GARBAGE, DEBRIS, ETC.? 

REQUIRED 

 

I3: ARE ALL UTILITIES (WATER, ELECTRIC AND GAS) MADE AVAILABLE AND 

OPERATIONAL? REQUIRED 
 

I4: IS THE PROPERTY FREE OF INSECTS, RODENTS AND OTHER PESTS? IF NO, 

REFER TO C4 

 

I5: DOES EVERY PERMITTED LIVING AREA HAVE ADEQUATE LIGHT AND 

VENTILATION? 
 

I6: ARE ALL LIVING AREAS KEPT DRY AND FREE FROM EXTERIOR MOISTURE 

PENETRATION? 
 

I7: DOES EVERY BEDROOM HAVE AT LEAST ONE (1) OPERABLE EXTERIOR WINDOW 

OR EXTERIOR DOOR CONSTRUCTED TO PERMIT EMERGENCY EXIT OR RESCUE? 

REQUIRED 

 

I8: ARE SMOKE DETECTORS PRESENT INSIDE EACH BEDROOM? REQUIRED  

I9: IS A FIRE EXTINGUISHER PRESENT INSIDE THE PROPERTY?  

I10: ARE ANTI-LIFT SLIDE DEVICES PRESENT ON SLIDING DOORS AND WINDOWS 

ON THE FIRST FLOOR, GARDEN LEVELS AND ACCESSIBLE SECOND LEVELS? 
 

I11: IS THERE ADEQUATE SECURITY LIGHTING FOR ALL HALLWAYS, ENTRYWAYS 

AND COMMON AREAS? 
 

I12: ARE ALL STAIRWAYS MAINTAINED IN A SAFE CONDITION?  REQUIRED  

I13: ARE STORAGE ITEMS REMOVED FROM UNDER OR NEAR STAIRWELLS?  

I14: ARE CONTINOUS HANDRAILS PRESENT ON ONE SIDE OF THE STAIRWAY? 

REQUIRED 

 

I15: ARE ALL LIGHT FIXTURES IN GOOD WORKING CONDITION WITH PROPER 

COVERS. 
 

BATHROOMS REPAIR 

NEEDED 

BTH1: DOES THE TOLIET OPERATE PROPERLY WITHOUT PRESENCE OF LEAKS, 

DRAIN BLOCKAGE OR OTHER DEFECTS?  REQUIRED 
 

BTH2: IS THE SINK PRODUCING ADEQUATE HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 

WITHOUT PRESENCE OF LEAKS, DRAIN BLOCKAGE OR OTHER DEFECTS? 

REQUIRED 

 

BTH3: IS THE SHOWER/TUB PRODUCING ADEQUATE HOT AND COLD RUNNING 

WATER WITHOUT PRESENCE OF LEAKS, DRAIN BLOCKAGE OR OTHER DEFECTS? 

REQUIRED 

 

BTH 4: ARE BATHROOMS CONTAINED WITHIN A SEPARATE ROOM PROVIDING 

PRIVACY FROM OTHER PORTIONS OF THE BUILDING? 
 

BTH 5: IS THERE AN OPERABLE WINDOW OR WORKING EXHAUST FAN PRESENT 

INSIDE THE BATHROOM? REQUIRED 
 

BTH 6: IS THE BATHROOM FREE OF MOLD AND MILDEW? INSPECTOR MAY ASK FOR 

MOLD CERTIFICATION.   REQUIRED 
 

KITCHEN REPAIR 

NEEDED 

 

KTN1: IS THE SINK PRODUCING ADEQUATE HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 

WITHOUT PRESENCE OF LEAKS, DRAIN BLOCKAGE OR OTHER DEFECTS? 

REQUIRED 

 

KTN 2: IS THERE SPACE AND SAFE ACCESS TO UTILITY HOOK-UPS FOR ADEQUATE 

REFRIGERATION AND COOKING APPLIANCES?  
 

KTN 3: ARE CABINETS AND DRAWERS IN GOOD REPAIR?  

PLUMBING REPAIR 

NEEDED 

 

PLB 1: ARE ALL PLUMBING FIXTURES IN GOOD REPAIR AND CONSTRUCTED OF 

PROPER MATERIALS?  REQUIRED 

 



PLB 2: IS THE WATER HEATER PROPERLY INSTALLED INCLUDING A DISCHARGE 

PIPE ON THE RELIEF VALVE, FREE FROM LEAKS, SHUT OFF VALVE PRESENT AND 

VENT PROPERLY INSTALLED?  REQUIRED 

 

HEATING REPAIR 

NEEDED 

HVAC 1: IS THE FURNACE PROVIDING SUFFICIENT HEATING TO THE PROPERTY? 

REQUIRED 

 

 

HVAC 2: IS THE FIREPLACE FREE FROM CRACKS, CREOSOTE, OR DETERIORATION 

AND IS THE DAMPER WORKING PROPERLY? REQUIRED 

 

ELECTRICAL REPAIR 

NEEDED 

ELE 1: IS THE MINIMUM ELECTRICAL SERVICE AT LEAST 100 AMPS? REQUIRED  

ELE 2: ARE ALL ELECTRICAL WIRING PROTECTED BY A CIRCUIT BREAKER OR 

FUSE? 
 

ELE 3: ARE ALL ELECTRICAL OUTLETS, CIRCUITS, FIXTURE, LOAD CENTER, 

SERVICE ENTRANCE OR OTHER COMPONENT MAINTAINED IN A SAFE WORKING 

CONDITION? REQUIRED 

 

ELE 4: ARE ALL ELECTRICAL OUTLETS NEAR WATER SOURCES PROTECTED BY A 

GROUND FAULT INTERCEPTOR CIRCUIT? REQUIRED 
 

ELE 5: AN ELECTRICAL CERTIFICATION WILL BE NEEDED BY A LICENSED 

ELECTRICIAN WITHIN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, IF INSPECTOR DEEMS SYSTEM TO 

BE A HAZARD OR IN NEED OF REPAIR. 

 

. 

 

 


