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I.  Overview 

The BettertonCollegePlanner.com college-planning tool (“BCP”) is the most accurate, detailed, and 
comprehensive college-planning tool available. BCP was created in conjunction with a team of experts 
led by former admission and financial aid personnel at Princeton University.   

Compared to other college-planning tools, BCP is “Best in Class,” offering a great deal of added value for 
your business.  BCP can be divided into two major areas: admissions and cost & aid.  This aspect alone—
combining an admission evaluation tool with complete “how to pay” information—separates BCP from 
other college-planning tools.   But that’s not all.  Within each major area, BCP reaches a level of detail 
and accuracy that is unique in the college-planning field.    

The typical admission prediction model uses GPA and SAT/ACT scores to sort the student’s chances into 
safety, match, and reach categories.  This is far too simplistic a method to offer much help to a student 
trying to organize a realistic college list, let alone to offer the student guidance on how to improve 
his/her chances of admission.  BCP takes a different approach.   BCP’s method mirrors the way college 
admission committees evaluate applicants and decide which ones to admit.  To do this effectively, BCP’s 
Fit & Match admission algorithm uses, not two or three, but up to 20 academic and personal variables, 
including five “tags,” or special attributes, that give applicants extra consideration in the process. 

The proprietary algorithm used by BCP to run Fit & Match has been tested for validity using 4,600 
students who applied to more than 27,000 colleges over a two-year period, and Betterton College 
Planning stands committed to annual testing and updating. 

The Cost & Aid section operates with a similar level of detail and specificity.  In addition to a careful 
explanation of how to figure the cost of a college, BCP’s Cost & Aid section offers detailed information 
on a college’s merit scholarships, an estimate of a family’s eligibility for need-based aid that takes into 
account college aid policies, and a full description of state aid programs.  

But BCP does not limit its admission and financial planning to students ready to apply to college. 
Students in any high school grade can take advantage of the benefits of BCP.  There are four student 
programs: 

 Peak Period - recommended for students in spring of 11th grade through high school graduation; 

 Prep & Planning - recommended for students in spring of 10th grade through fall of 11th grade; 

 Getting Started - recommended for students in spring of 9th grade through fall of 10th grade; and 

 Looking Ahead - recommended for students in spring of 8th grade through fall of 9th grade. 

All of us at Betterton College Planning are confident that BCP will help you grow your college-planning 
business as you accurately and efficiently help families navigate the complex, high-stakes journey to 
finding the right college.  

 

 

 



I.  Student Interface 

A.  As set forth above, BCP has four different entry points, or programs.  The appropriate entry point 
depends on the student’s current grade and semester.  As the programs progress from Looking Ahead to 
Peak Period, more and more information is collected and evaluated, making both the admission and aid 
results increasingly accurate.  For the purpose of this guide, we are going to illustrate the Peak Period 
Program (spring 11th grade through high school graduation).  The three earlier entry points are 
essentially age-appropriate versions of the Peak Period Program.  (For example, the Looking Ahead 
Program does not ask the student to input SAT scores, because most students don’t take their first SAT 
until the spring of 11th grade.  While asking for SAT scores in the Looking Ahead Program might 
accommodate the truly advanced student, doing so would risk creating anxiety for the typical 9th grade 
student who may know nothing about the SAT.)  Once you are thoroughly familiar with Peak Period 
Program, take your own tour of Looking Ahead, Getting Started, and Prep & Planning so you can see the 
differences in content, inputs, and outputs. 
 
Note:  You can move a student from one program to the next one at any time during the student’s one-
year subscription period.  For example, if you engage an 11th grade student in October, you can start him 
off in Prep & Planning and switch him to Peak Period in January. 
       
Here is a table that highlights some of the material differences in the various programs: 
 
Peak Period                                            Prep & Planning                      Looking  Ahead/Getting Started 
7 choices in Activities PLUS                     4 choices                                      6 choices (check marks only) 
5 Fit & Match categories                           4 categories                                3 categories 
5 How Do You Compare? categories         3 categories                                2 categories (Not On Track only) 
Full Aid Form                                                Full Aid Form                              Simplified Aid Form 
Full College Merit results                          Full College Merit results         College Merit summary  
 
We recommend you have the student begin in the year that matches up with her place in high school 
because the inputs reflect what can be expected of a typical student in the same grade and the results 
and other feedback are appropriately classified.  You are, however, free to use BCP as you please.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



i. Logging In 
 
Students can log in to their BCP accounts by visiting www.bettertoncollegeplanner.com and clicking the 
Begin button. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students then enter an email address and password, before clicking the Login button.  

 

 

http://www.bettertoncollegeplanner.com/


ii.  Home  

BCP’s Home page provides a roadmap of the program.  In short: students complete their profiles in the 
Student section; enter and search for colleges of interest in the Colleges section; and review results in 
the Fit & Match and List Balance sections.  (Please note that the List Balance feature is part of the main 
Fit & Match feature.)  Families can check on college merit scholarships and complete an aid form to get 
an estimate of their bottom-line cost of attendance in the Cost & Aid section.  They are also welcome to 
explore a section devoted exclusively to state aid programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



iii.  Student 

Background – Set Up 
 
The Set Up page appears first.  It is intended to collect information that you, the Advisor, may find useful 
in communicating with, and otherwise serving, your client.  All of the set up information entered by the 
student is available to you through your administrative account. 
 
The information collected includes: 
 
 Name 
 Date of Birth 
 Gender 
 Citizenship 
 Mailing Address 
 Telephone Number(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Background – Basic Data 

The Background - Basic Data page is the first page that collects data that will be used to run the Fit & 
Match admission algorithm.  More specifically, responses to the questions that ask about ethnicity, 
whether the student had to deal with personal obstacles while in high school, and whether the student’s 
parents attended college could result in “tags” that are factored in to the Fit & Match algorithm.  
Additionally, information regarding the student’s state of residence is used to show the student the aid 
programs in his state, as well as to calculate in-state tuition when appropriate. 

Graduation Month/Year 
Ethnicity (optional) 
State of Residence 
Personal Obstacles 
Parent’s Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Academics 

The Student Profile now starts to collect academic data beginning with GPA and class rank.  The pages 
on GPA & Class Rank and Courses & Level are known as the “transcript pages.” These pages collect the 
information that is generally considered to be the most important part of an admission application.    

 GPA & Class Rank  
We ask for unweighted GPA (up to a maximum of 4.0) because high schools vary widely in their 
policies on how many points they add to student grades for honors or AP courses.  The BCP 
algorithm “weighs” the GPA in a uniform way by looking at the overall strength of the student’s 
academic program.   When available, class rank (entered as a specific number or decile) is a 
helpful additional piece of academic information.  But since the recent trend has been for fewer 
and fewer schools to rank, the student’s academic rating can be calculated without class rank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Courses & Level 
Here we are interested in the level at which the student has taken the five basic academic 
subjects, also known as core courses or solids.   The practice among college admission offices is 
to discount to some extent the grades received in non-academic electives like a health or home 
economics class and to look more closely at how the student performs in the core courses.   
These are also the courses for which some colleges set requirements. 

               English 
               History/Social Studies 
               Mathematics 
               Science 
               Foreign Language 
 
               Regular 
               Honors 
               Advanced Placement 
               International Baccalaureate 
               College Level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Awards 
There are some students whose academic records are improved by accomplishments that are 
not reflected in their course schedules or grades.  By giving examples of different awards and 
award levels, BCP allows students to include their non-curricular academic achievements.   
 
Award Levels: 
 

County/School 
Regional/State 
International/National 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Standardized Tests     
We now get to one of the more controversial parts of the academic profile: the college 
admission tests.   The first three—EXPLORE, PLAN, and PSAT/NMSQT—are practice tests that 
are not used in admissions.  The PSAT, however, can be considered more important than the 
others because a high 11th grade PSAT score may qualify the student for recognition through the 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
   
As for the SAT and ACT, students usually concentrate their preparation efforts on the test on 
which they feel they can get the higher score.  Virtually all colleges accept scores from either 
test, but many require students who submit ACT scores to also submit a score for the Optional 
Writing Test.  Many of the more competitive colleges also require scores from two SAT Subject 
tests.  
 
EXPLORE 
PLAN 
PSAT/NMSQT 
SAT 
ACT 
SAT Subject Tests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities Plus  

The Student Profile continues by collecting information on what the student does outside of the 
classroom.  While it is safe to say that the academic component is weighted more heavily by admission 
offices, the student’s involvement, performance, and contributions in various activities can have a major 
positive (or unfortunately in some cases, negative) effect on his chances of admission. 

 School Activities 
Once an admission staff has looked over a student’s transcript and test scores, it usually 
considers what the student has accomplished through school activities.  In this particular 
category, we are asking the student about participation in group activities at school—how many, 
how important, and how significant a role does the student play.   The View examples and the 
Help Me Decide pop-up menus offer the student guidance on which of the descriptions to 
choose.  The student may also indicate that she has held the top leadership position in one or 
more school activities. 
 
Another important part of this category is the statement at the bottom of the page: I am unable 
to participate due to other commitments.   This is a “level the playing field” question that most 
admission offices ask in order to make sure that students who fail to participate for good 
reasons are not penalized.  (This “unable to participate” input field is also included in the 
Outside of School Activities category.) 
 
Examples of School 
Activities Include:  
 
Band 
Debate 
Model UN and similar 
School publications 
School clubs 
Student government 
Theater, dance, and similar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Talent 
While both School Activities (see above) and Outside Activities (see below) collect information 
on participation and accomplishments in group activities, the Talent page collects information 
on individual ability or talent.  Talent can be demonstrated in many areas, including the ones 
listed as examples.  The Help Me Decide pop-up menu offers the student guidance on which of 
the descriptions to choose.  Of the five personal profile categories that are included in BCP 
(School Activities, Talent, Outside Activities, Volunteerism, and Character Traits), a very strong 
talent in an area that is recognized as important by a college can have the most significant 
impact on the admission decision. 
 
Examples of Talent 
Areas Include: 
 
Dance 
Debate 
Theater 
Music  
Visual Arts 
Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Outside Activities (aka “Outside of School Activities”) 
For students whose most significant accomplishments occur apart from organized school 
activities, this part of the personal profile is quite important.  For example, getting very involved 
in scouting, particularly reaching high levels such as Eagle Scout or Girl Scout Gold says a lot 
about a student’s ability and commitment.  The same can be said of time spent, and 
contributions made, in various religious activities.   Note also that working for pay is included 
here as an activity that is valued by admission offices.  Because holding down a job is not as 
common as it once was, doing so is a plus in the admission process, especially if the student has 
demonstrated a strong work ethic over time and has achieved increasing levels of responsibility.  
 
Examples of Outside of 
School Activities Include: 
 
Girl or Boy Scouts 
Paying job 
Internship 
Religious youth group 
Club sports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Volunteerism 
The total number of hours that high school students spend serving their communities, and 
otherwise volunteering, certainly runs in the billions annually.  Some students are truly 
committed to serving others while, frankly, some view volunteering as something that “will look 
good on my college application.”  Although student motivation likely matters little to the 
beneficiaries, it does matter to admission offices.  In fact, most admission offices scrutinize this 
category and give considerable credit to those who are committed to a cause over time (not just 
a Saturday at the soup kitchen in the summer before senior year) and make a level of 
contribution that significantly improves the lives of more than a few people.  
 
How many hours has 
the student spent  
volunteering in the  
past 12 months? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Character Traits 
It is worthwhile for the student to think seriously about how he will be portrayed when a 
teacher or counselor writes a letter of recommendation that comments on character traits that 
range from work habits to integrity, self-confidence to intellectual promise.  When the letters of 
recommendations are submitted to the admission office, they become an important part of the 
applicant’s overall record. 
 
How are teachers and 
counselors likely to rate  
the student in their letters 
of recommendation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv.  Colleges 

The Colleges, or Select Colleges, section allows the student to enter colleges by name or search for 
colleges by various attributes. By the time a student reaches the Prep & Planning or Peak Period 
programs, he should have at least a few colleges in mind, and it is likely that the parents will have more 
to add.  Generally, it is best to begin by typing the names of those colleges into the Enter College Name 
field.  Hopefully, there will be enough commonality among the known colleges to help establish the 
parameters for using the Find Colleges feature (in the left column) to expand the students lists, if 
necessary.   When using the Enter College Name feature, have the student pay attention to the official 
name of the college.  Is it University of _______ or _____University?   Is it _______ College or College of 
______?  To make matters even more confusing, there are some college names that start with “The.”   If 
at first you don’t succeed, keep trying—just about every 4-year college in the United States is in our 
database. 

 By Name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 By Attribute 
 
School Type: 
     Public 
     Private 
College Setting: 
     Urban 
     Suburban 
     Rural 
Location: 
     Distance from home 
     State 
     Region 
Student Body Size: 
     0-30,000+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Selected College: Once a college is selected, a few statistics about the college will appear. 

SAT Range 
ACT Range 
Enrollment 
Yearly Cost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 College Profile: To learn more about a selected college, the student should click the See College 
Profile button. 

 

  

 

 



 Adding a College:  The student can add a college to his Consider List by simply selecting the Add 

to List icon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Once the college is in the Consider List, the student can leave it there or move it to the Apply List 

by selecting the appropriate icon.  (Student can also delete colleges or move colleges from the 

Apply List to the Consider List by selecting the appropriate icon.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Early Decision, Athletic Recruit, Talent, and Legacy Tags:  Whenever the student adds a college 

to the Consider List, a pop-up window will appear.  The window is intended to collect 

information regarding whether the student is interested in taking advantage of the college’s 

Early Decision Program and/or whether the student is being recruited by a coach or faculty 

member at the college for her athletic ability or some other special talent.  The window also 

collects information regarding whether either or both of the student’s parents attended the 

college being added to the list.  This information is collected because some colleges give special 

preference to “legacies” (i.e., students whose parents attended the college). 

  

 



This pop-up window also provides information on how the student can change, or otherwise update, her 
Early Decision, Athletic Recruit, Special Talent, and/or Legacy status at a later time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Consider List and the Apply List allow students to organize the colleges that interest them most.   If 
the student is very sure that she will be applying to a particular college, it should be moved from the 
Consider List to the Apply List. Colleges can be added to or deleted from either list at any time, and Fit & 
Match can be run on either list by simply selecting the appropriate links.   

 Apply List Fit & Match 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Consider List Fit & Match 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v.  Fit & Match 

Drum roll, please.  The moment has come to see why we asked all those questions.  BCP’s proprietary Fit 
& Match algorithm creates an admission rating based on the student’s academic profile, personal 
profile, and any applicable admission tags.  The student’s admission rating is then compared to the 
credentials of the most recent freshmen at each of the colleges on the student’s Apply List or Consider 
List.  The results are sorted into five categories that indicate the student’s chances of admission: 

 Very Good to Excellent 

 Solid to Strong 

 Good Choice 

 Somewhat Difficult 

 Very Difficult 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The How Do You Compare? feature gives students an idea of how they stack up against the most recent 
freshman class in five different areas.  Students should carefully consider their How Do You Compare? 
rating in each applicable category.  There is a great deal of information in the How Do You Compare? 
display, including (in the pop-up (?) help window) an explanation of the irregularities that can arise 
because some colleges report the average weighted (rather than unweighted) GPA in their submission 
to the Common Data Set.  The How Do You Compare? feature is intended to show students the areas in 
which improvement is needed to increase their chances of admission at specific colleges. 

 GPA (grade point average) 

 SAT (SAT scores) 

 ACT (ACT scores) 

 LEVEL (course level) 

 ACTIVITY (extracurricular 
activities) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fit & Match results can be printed for the convenience of students and their parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 List Balance   
 
At the bottom of the Fit & Match page, the student can access the List Balance feature.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



By clicking on the List Balance button, the student is taken to the List Balance page, which 
features a bar graph that is intended to help the student determine whether she has a well-
balanced list.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A well-balanced list will give the student the best chance of being admitted to at least a few of 
the colleges on her Apply List.  But coming up with a realistic college list is easier said than done.  
Nowadays, many colleges run aggressive marketing campaigns to increase the size of their 
applicant pool. Colleges have been known to send hundreds of “we want you” letters for 
every one student who is eventually admitted.  These mailings create false expectations on 
the part of the student as to her chances of admission. The result is often a list that is 
“overloaded” with colleges in the Somewhat Difficult and Very Difficult categories.  Although it 
is okay to have some “reach” colleges, it is important to balance the list with colleges in some of 
the other categories.  

To help remedy this situation, we have developed the Add More feature.  This tool enables the 
student to expand the Apply List or Consider List by adding colleges in a particular admission 
category, or “bucket.”  While the student is free to click on the Add More button in any of the 
categories, students with too many reach colleges should be encouraged to add colleges in 
categories that represent a better chance of being admitted.  In using BCP as an advisor, your 
goal should be to do what is reasonably necessary to ensure that the student ultimately has a 
well-balanced Apply List, and, with the help of the Cost & Aid section, to give the family good 
information regarding the likely real cost of attendance. 

 

 



Notice that when an Add More button is selected, a new search category appears with a 
flashing yellow background.  Students can also search for more colleges generally by selecting 
the Search More Colleges button. 
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vi.  Cost & Aid 

Introduction: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cost & Aid begins with a general introduction and some sound advice: college financial planning 
should NOT be delayed until admission planning is in its final stages.  Financial planning should 
be done in conjunction with admission planning. The unfortunate result of putting off "How are 
we going to pay?" questions is that some parents discover that the first-choice colleges of their 
children are not affordable and it is too late to submit other applications.  BCP was designed to 
help avoid such an occurrence by giving you, the advisor, and the family the resources necessary 
to work on admission and financial planning simultaneously. 

After reviewing the introduction, you should select the Cost Components and Financial Aid 
Opportunities buttons and carefully read the content.  Once that is done, you will likely know 
more about these two areas than your clients.  You can then share this knowledge with them 
before moving on to the merit and need sections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next, you can decide how you would like to proceed through the vast amount of aid information 
that is provided by BCP.  We suggest that you start with Merit Aid because it is relatively 
straightforward and doesn’t require completion of the Aid Form.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selecting the Merit Aid button in the screen shot above will direct you to Your College Merit Aid 
Results, a page containing links to information on the merit aid programs at the colleges on 
either of the student’s college lists.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When the magnifying glass icon is selected from the Merit Aid column of the Your College Merit 
Aid Results page, information on the merit aid program of the appropriate college will appear.  
If the college has reported the total amount of merit scholarships it awards, it will appear after 
the yellow information box. Below that, you will find the college’s merit scholarships separated 
into different categories.  They can include: Primary Academic Scholarships and Other Merit 
Scholarships like ROTC scholarships, Athletic scholarships, and, if the college provides its own 
funds to students who do well on the PSAT, National Merit scholarships.   If you click on the 
name of the Primary or Other scholarships, you will be taken to the college’s website where you 
can find additional detail. There is also a link to Further Guidance at the bottom of the screen. 

 Primary Academic 
Scholarships 

 Other Merit  
Scholarships 

o Faculty 
o ROTC 
o Athletic 
o National Merit 
o Trustee, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If the student’s parents (biological or adoptive) want to complete the Aid Form, they should select the 
Fill Out Aid Form button.  The Aid Form was designed to collect the same information required by 
official financial aid forms (the FAFSA and PROFILE). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Begin with Aid Form - Family.   This page collects data regarding the following: 

 Dependency status 
of the student 

 Marital status of the  
parents 

 Family members in 
the student’s 
household 

 Number of children  
in college 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After the Family page is completed, you will need to comply with the preferences of the parents 
regarding confidentiality. In short, all parent/guardian accounts allow the parent to choose who 
has access to their Income & Allowances and Assets information.  (Regardless of whether you 
are granted access to this information, you will be able to review the results of the family’s 
financial need calculations.)   

The Income & Allowances page collects data regarding the following: 

 Adjusted Gross  
Income 

 Earnings from  
Work 

 Untaxed Income/ 
Benefits 

 Other Income 

 Child Support  
Paid 

 Education Tax  
Credits 

 Taxable Combat  
Pay 

 Work-Study  
Earnings or Aid 

 Federal Means- 
Tested Benefits 

 Dislocated Worker 

 Total U.S. Income  
Tax 

 Medical Dental  
Expenses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Assets page collects data regarding the following:  (Note: Income information is entered as 
of Dec 31, 2011, while assets are reported as of the date the Aid Form is completed.) 

 Cash, Savings,  
& Checking 

 Investments &  
Other Real Estate 

 Home Equity 

 Business Equity 

 Do you have  
more than 100 FTE  
employees? 

 Farm Equity 

 Do you live on  
a farm? 

 Trust Value 

 Total Value of  
Sibling Assets 

 

 

 

Once this final page of the Aid Form is completed, the Finish & Review Results button should be 
selected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Once the Family, Income & Allowances, and Assets data has been entered and Finish & View 
Results has been selected, the family’s college need aid results are displayed on the Your 
College Need Aid Results page.  Using either the student’s Apply List or Consider List and 
ordering the colleges from the most affordable to the least affordable, this page displays 
information regarding the following four categories of information for each college: 

 Fit & Match Results 

 Yearly Cost 

 Need Aid Range 

 Estimated Real 
Cost Range 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The column entitled Estimated Real Cost Range displays estimates of the family’s real annual 
cost of attendance at the colleges on the student’s list.  In your role as counselor, you may want 
to highlight that sometimes colleges with high published Yearly Costs (Tulane – Yearly Cost 
$60,224; Estimated Real Cost Range $15,201-$18,701) may actually cost less to attend than 
colleges with lower published Yearly Costs (Hobart and William Smith Colleges – Yearly Cost 
$58,412; Estimated Real Cost Range $30,419-$33,919).  The main reason for this apparent 
anomaly is that some colleges meet a higher percent of student need than others. 

Even if the parents have not thought about whether they plan to apply for financial aid, you 
should run a short demo to illustrate how the need system works and the somewhat surprising 
results that may be displayed on the Your College Need Aid Results page.   

 

 

 

 

 



When the magnifying glass icon is selected from the Need Aid column of the Your College Need 
Aid Results page, information on the need aid program of the appropriate college will appear.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



More specifically, the student and his parents will be presented with details regarding the 
Estimated Real Cost of attending the college selected.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After reviewing the Your College Merit Aid Results and the Your College Need Aid Results 
pages, you should explore state aid opportunities for the student by selecting the State Aid 
button.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The primary state student-assistance programs for the state selected are shown. (Note: For 
most states, you will see both need and merit programs.)  A brief summary of each program is 
shown.  To get further information, click on the appropriate links. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



III.  Administrative Interface 

A.  Logging In 

You, the advisor, can log in to your BCP account by visiting www.bettertoncollegeplanner.com and 
clicking the Begin button. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enter your email address and password before clicking the Login button. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bettertoncollegeplanner.com/


Upon logging in to your BCP account, you will be directed to a page that shows all of your current 
students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.  Registering Students and Parents 

To register a new student, you may have to purchase a credit first.  To do so, click the Purchase Credits 
link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After selecting the number of credits you want to purchase, enter billing address and payment (i.e., 
credit card) information.  Then click the Review Order link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have reviewed the purchase summary and billing information, select the Complete Order link.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that you have at least one credit available, you can register a student.  Start by clicking on the 
Register New Student link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After you have entered the student-account information and selected the program edition under the 
header Product Options, you can optionally enter student’s background information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You can also personalize a select portion of the student’s welcome email and add a parent account.  
When you are ready, select the REVIEW link at the bottom of the page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have reviewed the registration information, select the SUBMIT link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The most recently registered student account will appear at the top of the Student Accounts table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.  Managing Students Accounts 

To access a student account, simply click on the student’s name in the table of students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Profile tab of the User Profile allows you to review and update the student’s account information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Profile tab also allows you to log in as the student and/or resend a welcome email to the student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parents tab of the User Profile allows you to add a parent account or update an existing parent 
account.  Please note that only one parent account can be linked to a student account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Switch Version tab of the User Profile allows you to switch the student from one product edition to 
another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Set Up Data tab of the User Profile allows you to review and update the student’s background 
information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IV.  General/Technical 

A.  Support Contact Information 

You, the advisor, can add your contact information to all of your student accounts by selecting Update 
Your Profile under the heading Management in your BCP account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you have completed the input fields under Contact Settings, click SUBMIT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you do, your contact information will appear in each of your student and parent accounts. 

B.  System Requirements 

 

 

 


