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Physical Movement of Images

Copy images from 
camera storage media 

to Folder above

weekly backup of 
photo folders to 

another external drive

Prosoft Data Backup 
Software

Camera Settings 
Set to save image as 

JPG/Raw

Exposure, clipping, 
low contrast

Exposure triangle & 
composition

Set up Folder on an 
external drive for this 

batch of photos

Include description 
and shoot date in 

folder name



Initial Organization/Catalogue in Lightroom

Import Folder into 
Lightroom catalog

Enter metadata you 
want before importing

Review & grade the 
photos in the folder

Delete the absolute 
losers

You may need a part of 
a photo later



Initial Edits In Lightroom/ACR Part 1

Noise Reduction if 
Needed

Spot removal Don’t forget to do it 
NOW

Straighten image Don’t forget to do it 
NOW

Can use the straighten 
or crop tool

Crop  image
Do it now to avoid 
influencing other 

choices

Crop to final desired 
size



Initial Edits In Lightroom/ACR Part 2

adjust highlights and 
shadows

Keep an eye on the 
histogram

Adjust overall 
exposure

As you do keep an eye 
on the histogram

Avoid clipping at with 
end of histogram

Adjust white and 
blacks

Hold down Alt/Option 
and move sliders

Adjust contrast & 
Dehaze

Even out histogram 
tones and exposure

gives you the most 
tonality to work with 

later

Try using the Auto 
button as a start



Initial Edits In Lightroom/ACR Part 3

Go to Luminescence 
tab

Adjust to draw the 
viewer’s eye to where 

to want

Go to HUE tab and 
adjust colors

Do this with a light 
touch

Avoid creating 
radioactive colors

Go to Saturation tab Avoid over saturating 
colors No radioactive colors

Use adjustment brush 
for localized 
adjustments

Go to HSL tab
Part 2 was to adjust 
tonality - this is for 

color



Initial Edits In Lightroom/ACR Part 4

Go to Effects tab
Add vignette if you’re 

not going beyond 
Lightroom

Make any perspective 
adjustments

Primarily for 
architectural 

Could be done in 
Photoshop with Warp 

tool later

Go to Lens Correction 
tab

Enable Profile for your 
particular lens

Can also work on 
chromatic aberration if 

you see any

Go to Transform tab Optional based on 
need

Make sure to include 
Lightroom 

adjustments

Save your photo & 
export to Photoshop



Adjustments in Photoshop

Tone Color Effects



Adjustments in Photoshop

Tone
• to adjust tone in Photoshop I use the Zone System Express (ZSE) 

• The ZSE is a tool based on Ansel Adams’ 10 zones from pure white 
to pure black (0 - 256)

• Once selected the program analyzes the photo and, (based on 
tonal values), it creates 10 curves adjustment layers each with a 
mask representing one of the 10 zones 

• Each mask is feathered using the blend-if adjustment 

• You can the adjust the curve to your liking 

• I then create a dodge & burn layer and adjust accordingly



Adjustments in Photoshop

• to adjust color in Photoshop I use the Zone System Express (ZSE)

• Once selected the program analyzes the photo and, (based on 
colors present in the photo), it creates curves adjustment layers 
each with a mask.  Each mask is feathered using the blend-if 
adjustment 

• You can the adjust the curve to your liking 

• I then I consider one or more of the following adjustment layers 
• solid color 
• gradient 
• brightness/contrast 
• HSL 
• photo filter

Color



Adjustments in Photoshop

• this is where your creativeness and vision for this particular 
photo takes over 

• you could bring in textures or other objects extracted from 
another photo 

• choice of blend modes play an important part in your creativity 

• I save sharpening for nearly the end 

• consider masks to confine adjustments 

• I consider Blake Rudis’ Palette Effects panels for quick 
adjustments 

• I consider any one of the many effects in Topaz Suite 

Effects



Photography Workflow 

Exposure

ACR LR

DZS CZS Dodge/Burn Adjustment

Plugins Radiance Vignettes, Borders, 
Textures, etc

These might vary for Color, B&W, Portrait, Landscape, HDR, Compositing 



Photography Workflow 

Output

Sharpen
I use a high pass filter 
with Linear light blend 

mode
consider a mask

Resize to Print size I use OnOne’s Resize
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