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Giftedness is advanced mental and emotional development and the characteristics associated with giftedness become apparent early in a child's life. 
Research has consistently shown the accuracy of parent identification of giftedness in their children, particularly in early childhood and this is why a checklist of the characteristics of giftedness in preschool children can be a useful indicator for parents of young  gifted children.

When we use the label “gifted” we mean people of well above average intelligence. Just as there are people of well below average intelligence whose thinking and feeling are very different from that of the general population, so too there are people of well above average intelligence whose thinking and feeling are also very different; more complex and of greater depth. It is the combination of complex and deep thinking and rich and intense emotion that produces the gifted persons’ greater potential for high achievement.

As you read the following descriptions, remember that each gifted child is different. Certain characteristics will apply to your child and some will not. 

The following questionnaire covers many aspects of your child’s development.  Please fill out this form as completely as you are able.  The information you provide will give valuable insights to your child.  

identity

	Name of child

	Age                   Years           Months
	Birth date                       /         /              

	Relevant comments or questions.



	Left handed             (
	Right handed               (
	Ambidextrous               (

	Names and ages of siblings




This is a list of statements designed to obtain an estimate of your child's characteristics and behaviour in the areas of learning, vocabulary, writing, memory, thinking, curiosity, attention to detail and preference for older people.

Each statement in the list should be considered separately and a tick placed next to that characteristic or behaviour you have observed in the child.  
Compare your child with other children of the same or similar age group not adults.
For an older child, please check (to the best of your ability) the characteristics that were present during your child's pre-school years.
Please tick the category you think best describes your child.

CATEGORIES     (1)  most of the time     (2)  often      (3)  occasionally     (4)  rarely
	
	Characteristic
	1
	2
	3
	4

	1
	Has an extensive vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	2
	Reasons well (good thinker)
	
	
	
	

	3
	Learns rapidly 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Has an excellent memory 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Is an early or avid reader
	
	
	
	

	6
	Puts ideas together in new and different ways
	
	
	
	

	7
	Becomes bored easily
	
	
	
	

	8
	Asks reasons why – questions almost everything
	
	
	
	

	9
	Is emotionally intense
	
	
	
	

	10
	Has strong curiosity
	
	
	
	

	11
	Has high energy levels
	
	
	
	

	12
	Is very sensitive
	
	
	
	

	13
	Perseveres if interested
	
	
	
	

	14
	Prefers older companions and adults
	
	
	
	

	15
	Wants to know how things work
	
	
	
	

	16
	Is concerned with fairness and justice
	
	
	
	

	17
	Has a good sense of humour
	
	
	
	

	18
	Is a keen observer
	
	
	
	

	19
	Has a wide range of interests
	
	
	
	

	20
	Tends to be a perfectionist
	
	
	
	

	21
	Seeks own answers and solutions to problems
	
	
	
	

	22
	Has a great interest world problems
	
	
	
	

	23
	Judgment mature for age at times
	
	
	
	

	24
	Has a vivid imagination
	
	
	
	

	25
	Is a leader
	
	
	
	

	26
	Enjoys complicated games
	
	
	
	

	27
	Sets high goals for self
	
	
	
	

	28
	Is good at puzzles, jigsaws, building things etc.
	
	
	
	

	29
	Tends to question authority
	
	
	
	

	30
	Shows empathy with others
	
	
	
	

	31
	Has a facility with numbers
	
	
	
	

	32
	Is highly creative
	
	
	
	

	33
	Has a long attention span if interested
	
	
	
	

	34
	Shows compassion for others, animals etc.
	
	
	
	

	35
	Recalls facts easily
	
	
	
	


If you see that a large number of these characteristics fit your child, it is a good idea to keep records of early abilities and achievements so that you can nurture those abilities.
You may also seek formal assessment of your child’s intellectual abilities to provide information to support their educational programming. Ensure that the Psychologist you choose has experience with gifted children and understands the characteristics and behaviours of these children
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