
Cass County is in the process of developing a Comprehensive and 
Transportation Plan to foster a more vibrant and resilient county. 
The Comprehensive Plan is an official document adopted by the 
Cass County Board of Commissioners as a policy guide, vision, and 
roadmap to the future.

Comprehensive plans are an essential tool for local governments 
that practice land use management. They are the legal foundation 
for related decisions. Basic land use and policy decisions on a 
comprehensive plan help the jurisdiction act with consistency 
and help avoid legal challenges. Comprehensive plans typically 
work to coordinate decision making about transportation, 
land development, public facilities, and other types of physical 
development. 

The last Cass County Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 2005. 
It focused on water resource and rural development issues, and 

related topics such as infrastructure and transportation. In the 
last 12 years, the county has experienced significant growth and 
change and the new plan will reflect those changes and prepare 
for new changes and challenges.

The new Comprehensive and Transportation Plan will provide 
guidance for public policy and decision making on a wide range 
of topics including land use and development, transportation, 
floodplain management, economic development, emergency 
management, energy, intergovernmental cooperation, and capital 
improvements.

To ensure the Comprehensive and Transportation Plan 
reflects the values and perspectives of the community, this 
comprehensive plan includes a variety of outreach methods to 
communicate with the people who live and work in Cass County. 
The back page of this newsletter lists several ways to follow the 
planning process and offer feedback.

C A S S  C O U N T Y                                  
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  A N D 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

PROJECT   TIMELINE

The Value 
and Needs 

Survey helps 
understand 

needs, 
issues, and 

opportunities.

The County 
Profile 

identifies 
trends and 

existing 
conditions.

The first 
round of 

public input 
meetings to 
identify and 
refine needs 
and issues.

The second 
round of 

public input 
meetings to 
identify the 
preferred 

approaches.

Implementation 
Plan determines 

who, what, 
when, and 

how the plan is 
enacted.

The final 
round of 

public input 
meetings to 
review and 

comment on 
the final plan.

Plan adoption!

The Cass County Comprehensive and Transportation Plan is expected to be completed and adopted by June 2018. The three-phase 
process is shown below.  Phase I identifies trends and existing conditions, Phase II studies and recommends options and alternatives, 
and Phase III creates an implementation plan.

Options, 
alternatives, 

and plans 
developed and 

tested.

INTRODUCTION



PROFILE SUMMARY AND TRENDS 
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POPULATION 
Cass County's population has seen high, continuous growth 
since it was first organized in 1873. More recently, Cass 
county has seen 43.1 percent growth since 2000, to a 2015 
population nearly 170,000. By 2045, the population of Cass 
County is expected to approach 245,000.

HOUSING
In 2015, there were more than 78,200 housing units in Cass 
County. There are a variety of housing types in the County, 
the most prevalent of which is the traditional single-family 
home. The median home price in Cass County has increased 
104 percent since 2000. In 2015, the median home price 
exceeded $200,000.

ECONOMY
Cass County holds 28 percent of all jobs and 27.5 percent of 
all wages in North Dakota. Since 2011, the GDP for the Fargo-
Moorhead metro area, which includes Cass County and Clay 
County (Minnesota) has more than doubled from $6.7 billion 
in 2011 to $15.4 billion in 2015. The largest industries in the 
County are Finance, Wholesale Trade, Professional Services, 
and Educational and Health Care Services.

LAND USE
Cass County includes more than 1.13 million acres. Just 6 
percent of this area is incorporated into cities. The remaining 
1.07 million acres is unincorporated and is primarily used for 
agricultural purposes.
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PROFILE SUMMARY AND TRENDS 
TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE
Cass County manages nearly 628 miles of roadway, of which 315 miles are paved roadways. The County also maintains 541 total bridge 
structures, including 236 major structures.

TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

5-Year Investment Portfolio (2017-2021)
Operations $6.3 M 36.6%

Bridge $1.9 M 11.1%
Pavements $7.6 M 44.1%

Chip/Crack Seal $1.4 M 8.2%
Total $17.4 M 100.0%

5-Year Revenue Summary (2017-2021)
Property Tax/Carryover $9.5 M 47.0%

State (Highway) $7.4 M 46.3%
Federal (Highway) $742 K 4.7%
Federal (Bridge) $319 K 2.0%

Total $17.4 M 100.0%
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Bridge
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8%
From 2017 to 2021, Cass County will spend $17.4 million on roads and bridges. 

Bridges
From 2017 to 2021, Cass County will invest $8.2 million 
in bridges greater than 20 feet (major structures) and $1.4 
million in smaller structures. The bridge investment need from 
2022 to 2045 will approach $41 million for major structures. 
Overall though, Cass County's bridges are in very good 
condition. Nearly 75 percent have a sufficiency rating greater 
than 80 (out of 100).

Roadways
Cass County treats around 27 miles each year, which is a little 
less than 9 percent of the total system. This means that every 
5 years, around 43 percent of the system receives a pavement 
treatment. 



STAY CONNECTED!

Please take a short survey to help us 
understand your opinions about the 

future of Cass County. The online 
survey is available at:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/Cass2045

If you would prefer a paper copy, email
 

durandh@casscountynd.gov 

or call 
701-271-5018.

Public comments welcome!

Send written comments to:

Joel Quanbeck, Project Manager
728 East Beaton Drive
West Fargo, ND 58078

or to 
Joel.Quanbeck@kljeng.com

with "Cass County Public Input" in 
the subject line.

Information regarding 
the Comprehensive and 

Transportation Plan will be 
housed on the County's 

website:

www.casscountynd.gov

Intermediate reports and 
information on public 

meetings will be posted as 
available. 

TRANSPORTATION 
ALTERNATIVES
Beyond roads and bridges, the Cass County Comprehensive and 
Master Transportation Plan will evaluate the need for improved 
transportation alternatives, including senior mobility, mobility for 
people with disabilities, bike trails, shared-use paths,  and other 
elements of a complete multimodal system. Multimodal facilities 
provide opportunities for recreation and commuting and are part of 
a comprehensive transportation network. They link local destinations 
and provide alternatives modes of transportation for those who are 
unable, unwilling, or uninterested to drive.

FOOD SYSTEMS
An emerging issue across the country, and in Cass 
county, is food system planning. This is a broad topic 
area, representing a range of issues related to production, 
distribution, and access to food within our communities 
and the impact it has on overall well being. The food 
system incorporates all aspects of food production, 
distribution, consumption, and waste recovery. The 
County can address many issues included in the food 
system including land preservation, land use rights, and 
food related policies and programs.
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