
APOSTROPHE


APOSTROPHE IN CONTRACTIONS

A contraction is formed when two words are combined to make one word.  An apostrophe is used to show where letters are omitted in forming the contraction.

Here are some sample contractions:

would  +  not  = wouldn't (the o in not has been omitted)

I    +   have = I've (the ha in have has been omitted)

The following are some other common contractions:


I  +  am   = I'm



it  +  is = it's


I  +  will = I'll



it  +  has = it's


I  +  had  = I'd



is + not = isn't


who +   is  = who's


could  + not = couldn't


does  +  not  = doesn't 

I  +  would = I'd

NOTE:

will  +  not 
makes an unusual contraction:  won't.


APOSTROPHE VERSUS SIMPLE PLURALS

When you want to make a word plural, just add an s at the end of the word.  Do not add an apostrophe.  For example, the plural of the word table is tables, not table's or tables'.  Look at this sentence: 

Deb admires Ken's broad shoulders, rippling muscles, and warm eyes.

The words shoulders, muscles, and eyes are simple plurals, meaning more than one shoulder, more than one muscle, more than one eye.  The plural is shown by adding s only.  On the other hand, the 's after Ken shows possession--that Ken owns the shoulders, muscles, and eyes.  


APOSTROPHE WITH WORDS ENDING IN s
If a word ends in s, show possession by adding only an apostrophe.  Most plurals end in s; therefore show possession by simply adding the apostrophe.

Boris' computer

Carlos' station wagon

Ms. Rogers' sweater  

my parents' house

the Black Eyed Peas' last album

the students' class rings


APOSTROPHE VERSUS POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

Do not use an apostrophe with the possessive pronouns.  They already show ownership.  Possessive pronouns include his, hers, its, yours, ours, and theirs.

The bikes were theirs.

 Not 
 The bikes were theirs'.

The book is yours.

Not
 The book is yours'.

His car is older than hers.
Not
 His car is older than hers'.

The store lost its lease.
Not 
The store lost its' lease.

NOTE:
 Perhaps the most common error involving possessive pronouns occurs with its.  Remember it's does not show possession but instead means it is.


APOSTROPHE TO SHOW OWNERSHIP OR POSSESSION

To show ownership or possession, we can use such words as belongs to, possessed by, owned by, or (most commonly) of.

the car which belongs to Charlie 

the gas station owned by Bob

the footprints of the animal

But the apostrophe plus s (if the word does not end in s) is often the quickest and easiest way to show possession.  Thus we can say:

Charlie's car

Bob's gas station      

the animal's footprints


A POINT TO REMEMBER

The 's goes with the owner or possessor (in the examples given, Charlie, Bob, the animal).  What follows is the person or thing possessed (in the examples given, the car, gas station, footprints).

