Sentence Patterns for the Cumulative Sentence Style
1. Underline the base clause in each sentence.

2. Place parentheses around each addition in the sentence.  (Recall that additions are separated from each other by commas/dashes and that whether they are short or long, you should use the commas/dashes as your guide.)

3. Count the number of additions and place that number to the right of the sentence.  

· He lay for a quarter of an hour without thinking, lips parted, legs and arms extended, breathing quietly as he gazed at the figures in the wallpaper until they were hidden in darkness. 

-Saul Bellow 

· One remembers them from another time—playing handball in the playground, going to church, wondering if they were going to be promoted at school. 

-James Baldwin

· The worst kind of rope was the kind you bought in the store—cloth ropes with red plastic handles that came in plastic packages with pictures of little blonde girls on them. 
-Veronica Chambers

· I sensed a wrongness around me, like an alarm clock that had gone off without being set.  

-Maya Angelou

· Her hair was slicked against her head with a bun in the back, a proper married-lady hairdo.

-Maxine Hong Kingston

· I did find work that afternoon, six houses nearly all in a row, all new with half-finished landscaping, all proud that they had numbers on their curbs.  

-Gary Soto

· A moment later she was swimming back to the side of the pool, her head of short-clipped auburn hair held up straight ahead of her, as though it were a rose on a long stem.  

-Phillip Roth

· On the corner a guy played the saxophone, the sound sliding into the darkness and echoing off the bricks.  

-Walter Dean Myers

	Rules for Writing a Cumulative Sentence

	· The first part of the sentence—up to the first comma—is called the base clause and can stand alone as a sentence by itself.  
· The rest of the sentence—after the base clause—contains phrases called additions.  These additions cannot stand alone without the base clause.  

· Each addition is separated from other additions by commas, and sometimes dashes.  

· Reverse Variation: Cumulative sentences can also begin with additions and conclude with the base clause.  The base clause must always be somewhere in the sentence to make the sentence complete.


	Features of Cumulative Sentences

	· Sentence starts with a statement that could have been a sentence by itself

· With the simple use of commas, writers add more information to the initial sentence

· Sentences have two parts—a base clause plus additions  

· Additions add important details to the more general first statement  

· Additions—although incomplete in themselves—frequently carry the weight of the meaning


Homework:  To practice your understanding of cumulative sentences, mark these verb cluster sentences the same as you did for the ones of the front of this page.

Verb Clusters
· They were teenagers in the picture, grinning at the automatic camera they fed a quarter.

--John Edgar Wideman

· In church on Sunday I saw women dressed impeccably, singing and swinging and getting merry like Christmas.

--Veronica Chambers

· Byron started walking toward Momma in slow motion, sliding his feet on the linoleum.

-- Christopher Paul Curtis

· Once in her mother’s lap she rested content all the way home, sucking her thumb, stroking her nose with the forefinger of the same hand, and kneading a corner of her blanket with the three fingers that were left.

--Alice Walker

· The faces of the clouds were piled up, hurting.

--Gary Soto

· I climbed the fence, jumping down with a grunt.

--Gary Soto

· In the classroom I sat back watching her graceful movements, admiring the translucent quality of her unblemished skin, wondering whether both her calm and her beauty were a gift from God, imagining myself in the medieval clothes of her nun’s habit.

-- Judith Ortiz Cofer

What makes this sentence different?

· Standing at the front window and holding back the curtain, Agatha watched for the first star.
Verb Cluster Group Challenge
With your group, describe the picture your group has been given by writing two cumulative sentences with verb cluster additions below.  Then write one “reverse” verb cluster, where the verb cluster comes at the beginning.  Underline the base clause and put parenthesis around each verb cluster addition.  

1.

2.

3. Reverse Verb Cluster:
