
DESCRIPTION

· Relies upon SENSE DETAILS
· Sights

· Sounds

· Smells

· Tastes

· Touches (tactile impressions)

· And FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
· Similes

· Metaphors 

· And DICTION
· Keen word choice

· The “right” (descriptive) words 
· adjectives, adverbs

· nouns, verbs

· To support a DOMINANT IMPRESSION
· The atmosphere, setting 

· A unifying impression or controlling aspect

· Links all of your sense details

· The first adjective that comes to mind when you think about a particular place, object, person, or event
· Details are arranged SPATIALLY
· By space (as opposed to chronology, reason, logic, or emphasis)

· Left to right or right to left

· Top to bottom or bottom to top

The DESCRIPTIVE Essay
I. ASSIGNMENT:

· to describe a familiar object utilizing sense details only; describe only the physical characteristics; appeal to the senses; use concrete details 

II. TOPICS:

1) your dorm room or bedroom (the room in your home where you spend the most time); 

2) your automobile; 

3) your favorite place visited (funhouse, park, arena, beach, woods)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

III. INTRODUCTION:

A) Generalize First: (do not just jump into your topic)(introduce your subject and then narrow to your particular topic with its specific Dominant Impression)

· “Funnel Effect:”  generalize/grab attention first, then narrow towards your topic, and then end with your thesis statement

· Examples:  

1) Owning a car these days is a necessity, for none more than the community college student. OR Everybody needs a car these days, especially students at a community college. Looking around the parking lot at Luzerne County Community College, I usually see three types of cars:  the new, high-end graduation-gift cars, the modified sports cars, and the run-down first cars.  Unfortunately, my car is one of the latter.... (thesis with clear Dominant Impression:  My gray 1994 Oldsmobile Omega is a Bondo Buggy, especially in terms of its exterior, interior, and trunk.)

2) Most people have a place to go to feel refreshed when life gets too tough. OR Most people have a place they visit to get away from everyday life. It could be a car, a place in nature, or a room at home.  For me it is my bedroom. (then comes the thesis with clearly stated Dominant Impression)

3) Each of us has seen a trashy car, maybe even in our own driveways.

4) Everyone today needs some sort of transportation.  However, on a college student’s salary, that does not always work out to be the most attractive car. For instance, my car should be pictured in the dictionary next to the word “junker.”

B) THESIS STATEMENT:      (*topic + main idea + support)

· comes at the end of the first paragraph (“Funnel Effect”)

· “Three aspects of my car that make it a junker are the front seat, the back seat, and the trunk.” 
· contains the Dominant Impression and the aspects of your object that support it

C) **DOMINANT IMPRESSIONS:**            (*adjective or noun)

1) Characteristics of a Dominant Impression: (declared in thesis statement)(unifying or controlling aspect; this will link all of your sense details; without this, your details are like marbles without a jar)(the first adjective that comes to mind when you think of your car)

2) How to create a Dominant Impression: Write the 5 senses on a blank sheet of paper with room beneath each to write; then, list as many details that appeal to a particular sense under its name. Go from the front of the car to the back & from the outside to the inside. Then, see which details are related to each other/paint a similar picture of the object and group them together. What these details relate to will be your Dominant Impression. 

3) Examples of Dominant Impressions:

· room= oasis of peace, tranquil refuge, feminine/masculine, reflects personality (*you must briefly define your personality; use the appropriate adjective before the word “personality:” creative personality, artistic temperament), reflects my musical tastes, disaster area, pig sty, colorful

· car=total embarrassment, Bondo Buggy, off-road monster, junk mobile, typical college student’s (in terms of mess, neglect, ...), “the Black Beauty,” giant toy, sporty car, Daddy’s car, typical first car (in terms of price, efficiency, ...), Pimp Mobile/car that was on “Pimp My Ride” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IV. DOs:     (*these are other characteristics of a strong Descriptive essay)

1) ***describe (DO NOT LIST items found in your car/room; this does not describe; lists are more exemplary than descriptive)(this is a descriptive essay using sense details, not an illustrative essay using reasons)(show rather than tell)

2) use SENSE DETAILS only:      (*appeal to 5 senses, not just sight)

· number, size, shape, texture, material, odor/scent, taste, sound

· “angry red beast:”  headlights= giant glaring eyes, grill=hungry chrome jaws, bumper=chin with battle scars (continue the metaphor throughout, only those details that support “beastly”) 
· similes/metaphors:  rust=cancer, leprosy, flesh-eating bacteria; smell=wet towels in an enclosed room for three days

3) relate all sense details to your Dominant Impression (repeat thesis: another aspect of my room that make it a pig sty is ...)(adjectives that are synonymous with your D.I.:  busy, hectic, energetic, bustling, crowded, swarming, packed, jammed, overrun, popular, populous, active, lively)

4) use transitions:  between sentences (logically or spatially connect details in each sentence) AND between paragraphs (repeat thesis)

5) use proper PN reference:   (*especially when generalizing in Introduction)

· Everyone has a place he/she could call his/her own. (see how the use of “he/she” gets old fast--so go plural:  Most people have a place they could call their own.)

6) use creative, selective, and pointed details & words (employ concrete/specific word choice)

7) include an introduction and a conclusion (see above or consult the textbook)

8) have a clear vision of the object

9) have a careful selection of details (only those that support your DI)

10) maintain a consistent point-of-view (POV)(no “you”)

11) develop a logical flow of ideas/details (coherence) (camera angle)

12) *remember:  this is NOT a “why” or “because” essay supported with reasons (instead, use aspect, feature, characteristic, portion)

V. DON’Ts:

1) ***DO NOT LIST items found in your car/room; this does not describe; lists are more exemplary than descriptive (this is a descriptive essay using sense details, not an illustrative essay using reasons)(show rather than tell)

2) do NOT just throw ideas onto the page; make sure you have a Dominant Impression -- a clear purpose, a point; be a movie director and limit what you want the audience to see, to see it/them from your perspective

3) do not describe attributes, feelings, personality (these are not sense details)

4) do not use pat expressions/clichés (rough around the edges), contractions (I’ve, it’s), poor diction (“things,” “a lot”), or abbreviations (especially CD=compact disc)

(*numbers: 3+ syllables/numerals=350, 1 or 2 syllables/numerals=six, twenty-five; year =1998)


