Appendix A

Educational Softwar e Evaluation Form (ESEF)

Title: Grade Level:

Subject Area:

Memory: Free Hard Disk Space:

CPU:

Operating System:

Additiona Hardware:

Additional Software Required:

Publisher:

Publisher's Address:

Phore: Fax:
Web Support:

Storage Medium:

Cost:

Training Provided: YES NO
Support Provided:  YES NO

WWW Support: YES NO

Phone Support: YES NO
In-house Support:  YES NO
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Brief Description of the Program:

Thefollowing is a series of questions that can help you determine whether this piece of
softwareis beneficial for your classroom. Thefirst thingto doisto examine each question

and deter mine whether it appliesto you. In the“weight” column record whether the

guestion appliesto your needs or not (0-“ does not apply to my needs’ to 5-“ strongly applies
to my needs’). After you have determined the weights go back through and then evaluate
the softwar e by ranking the softwar e on each statement in the “rating” column (0-“this
software does not do this’ to 5 “this softwar e does this very well”). Then multiply the
rating by the weight to come up with atotal. After each section add your totals. More

instructions will follow after you have filled out the entire evaluation form.

Characteristics: Curriculum Content

Ratin

g (0-
5)

Weight
(0-5)

Total

1. This software would work with existing curriculum

2. Breadth of the content in the software

3. Depth of the content in the software

4. Software has clear learning objectives

5. Content can advance as the user (learner) advances

6. Age appropriate

7. Shows a diverse group of people (women, men, different
ethnicities, cultures, etc. . . .)

Total Program Operation/Documentation Score
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Characteristics: Instructor Use

Ratin | Weight | Total
g0 | (05
5)
1. Instructional objectives are clearly stated
2. Suggestions for curriculum integration
3. Prerequisite skills for students indicated
4. No need for instructor to assist users
5. Useful teacher manual included with the software
6. Suggested grouping arrangements
7. Useful student workbook provided
8. Useful ditto masters provided by the software publisher
9. Interesting follow-up activities and/or projects suggested
Total Program Operation/Documentation Score
Characteristics: Student Use
Ratin | Weight | Total
g0 | (05
5)

1. Requires no computer knowledge

2. Does not require the student to reference manuals

3. High student involvement

4. Provides students with a summary of performance

5. Shows no racial, sexua discrimination

6. Encourage cooperation

7. Student control over rate of presentation when appropriate

8. Length (time) of simulation is appropriate
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9. Allows for students to cooperate with other students to
complete the activities

10. This software allows students with different learning
stylesto be equally effective

Total Program Operation/Documentation Score

Characteristics: Program Content

Ratin | Weight | Total
g(0- | (05
5)
1. Redlistic simulation of events
2. Valid formulas used to compute outcome
3. Accurate content
4. Appropriate use of color
5. Appropriate use of graphics, video, or animation
6. Appropriate use of sound
7. Accomplishes stated objectives
Total Program Operation/Documentation Score
Characteristics: Program Operation and Documentation
Ratin | Weight | Total
g0 | (05
5)

1. Allows user to correct typing errors

2. Documentation available and clearly written

3. Clear, nicely formatted screen displays

4. Incorrect use of keys or commands does not cause the

program to abort

5. Menus and other features make the program “ user
friendly”
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6. Instructions can be skipped if aready known

7. Uses correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation

8. Clear and useful summary of program operation provided

9. Loading instructions are clear; program is easy to load

10. Bug free; program runs properly

11. Uses computer capabilities well

12. Accepts abbreviations for common responses
(i.e., Y for YES)

13. Operation of program does not require user to turn
computer on and off

14. Readability of text is appropriate for intended user

Total Program Operation/Documentation Score

Publisher Information

Ratin
g (0-

Weight
(0-5)

Total

1. Publisher used appropriate theoretical basis for software
devel opment

2. Publisher has research demonstrating the effectiveness of
the software

3. Publisher is considered a reputable company in your field

4. Publisher iswilling to provide information about satisfied
customers for you to contact about the software

5. Publisher is willing to discuss why some customers have
been dissatisfied with the product

6. Publisher solicits teacher recommendations for future
versions of the software

7. Research not directly conducted by the publisher has shown
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this product to be effective

8. Reviews of this product have been very positive

Total Program Operation/Documentation Score

Evaluation Summary: (Main Strengths and Weaknesses)

Strengths

Weaknesses

Total Pointsfor all Characteristics;
(add all totals together)

Total Points Possible:
(Add all weights and multiply by 5 to determine total possible points)

Per cent Rating: per cent

How to interpret results:

90-100%  This would be a good software decision

80 - 89% This piece of software is beneficial, but may have some serious reservations
70 - 79% This piece of software is probably not going to get the results desired

60 - 69% This piece of software has too many reservations to adopt in its current state

Below 60%  This piece of software is not tested and not beneficial
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