Web Page Evaluation Checklist

	Title of Page you re evaluating:  BOP: Federal Bureau of Prisons

	1. Look at the URL:
	  http://www.bop.gov

	Personal page or site?
	Non-Personal

	What type of domain is it?

Appropriate for the content?
	-.gov  

-Very Appropriate for content

	Published by entity that makes sense?

Does it correspond to the name of the site?
	-Published by U.S. Department of Justice

-Does correspond to name of site

	Scan the perimeter of page, looking for answers to these questions

	Who wrote the page?
	-Agency of the U.S. Department of Justice

-No Email 

	Dated?
	Not dated

	Credentials on this subject?

(Truncate back the URL is not useful links)
	Evidence?  The ones in charge of the Prison systems, so yes

	Look for these indicators of quality

	Source well documented?
	Source is of the highest credibility

	Complete? If 2nd hand information, is it not altered or forged?
	Complete information

	Links to more resources? Do they work?
	Yes, and yes

	Other viewpoints? Bias?
	Well, it is a government website, so it has that bias, however, reasonable to expect professional credibility

	What do others say?
	

	Who links to it?
Hint: in Google search. Link:all.or.part.of.url
	Many links, mostly governmental

High credibility

	Is the page rated well in a directory?

http://lii.org or http://infomine.urc.edu or http://about.com
	yes

	Look up the author in Google
	The Department of Justice is all over Google

	Does it all add up?
	Yes

	Why was the page put on the Web?
	To inform the public and to serve the nation

	Possibly ironic? Satire or parody?
	No


BOTTOM LINE: Is the web page as good as (or better than) what you could find in journal articles or other published literature that is not on the free, general web?

It is a good credible source that would be useful for generating background knowledge of the prison syste.
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