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Translation
31 March 2009
Farewell speech by the 12th Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. Ehud Olmert

The President's House,

The Honorable President, Mr. Shimon Peres, 

The Honorable Prime Minister, Mr. Benjamin Netanyahu, 

The Prime Minister's Wife, Sara Netanyahu, and children Yair and Avner, 

Ministers of the 31st and 32nd Israeli Governments, 

Knesset Members, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Today, from Jerusalem, the capital of the Jewish people, and from the home of the President of the State, the symbol of Israel's sovereignty, I wish to turn to all the citizens of Israel and to the people of Israel which, over three years ago, bestowed upon me this great privilege to be its Prime Minister, and which gave me its faith and support and entrusted me with its future. 

I wish to take this final opportunity, on the conclusion of my term as Prime Minister, to share with you, citizens of Israel, my sentiments, thoughts, hopes and dreams. 

From a young age, throughout the past 36 years, I have operated with a sense and conviction that I was meant to serve the Israeli public.  This was the case when I was a Knesset member, a minister, mayor of Jerusalem and finally Prime Minister.  This is also the case today, as I complete my term as the 12th Prime Minister of the State of Israel. 

Today, after more than three years as Prime Minister of Israel, I step down with a sense of pride and satisfaction.  Despite the circumstances, I have no anger or bitterness against anyone.  I believe with all my heart that I was privileged to be what only 11 selected individuals were before me – Prime Minister of Israel. 

This is indeed a tough, demanding job, an often thankless one, with enormous responsibility and great isolation, but it is also a tremendous privilege that I am grateful to have had. 

I was privileged to lead the people of Israel in moments of unity and remarkable powers.  I was privileged to see the volunteering spirit and mutual responsibility at difficult moments in the life of this country.  

I had the opportunity to meet Bar Hotobeli, a first grade student at the Ksulot school in Natzrat Ilit and Yona Kanino, principal of the Kol Yaakov school in Yerucham, who told me of the improvement in the education system, thanks to the specially designated school hours in the framework of the New Horizon education reform program.  I had the opportunity to see Holocaust survivors expressing their gratitude, in tears of pain, for what the Government has done for them for the first time in the sixty years of the State's existence. I had the opportunity to grant citations of excellence to civil service volunteers – Shimon Geshayed, a young ultra-Orthodox man, and Tasnim Kilaniya, a young Arab, who are making another step into the heart of Israeli society. 

I received a warm hug from Peleg Abutbul, a sweet 18-month old toddler from Kibbutz Gavim, whose peace of mind was disturbed by the whistles of Qassam rockets. 

I had the opportunity to witness Orel Levi, a fourth grade student from Sderot, giving a speech in front of a large audience of students and teachers from her school, sharing her feelings with me, on the eve of Operation Cast Led in Gaza. 

I had the opportunity to hear from Dubi Amitai, a farmer from Metula, that he and his farmer friends are cultivating their land, without fear, to the last meter, thanks to the calm which has prevailed in the north for almost three years.  

I had the privilege of standing at the helm of a country which has the best, most moral and advanced army in the world.  I met the brave commanders and soldiers of the IDF, and spent thousands of hours with them.  They, who risk their lives for the security of the homeland and the people, are the clearest expression of the ever so Israeli saying: "you have someone to count on". 

I had the opportunity to meet Itai Arneliv, a brave man who serves as an example for all of us, a paratroopers officer who was severely injured in an operational activity in Nablus, recovered, rehabilitated himself and returned to service.  

I had the privilege to witness the enormous emotional strength radiating from families who lost their loved ones, and whose valiant spirit is the State of Israel's pillar of strength. 

I had the privilege to witness the outcome of the operations by Israel's hidden fighters, in the General Security Service and the Mossad.  Fighters of moral values, humble, remarkably sophisticated.  Their resumes are filled with glorious operations that will only be made public in many years to come, at which time their contribution to Israel's security will be revealed. 

I served as Prime Minister during many painful, moving and difficult moments.  One of the most difficult moments for me was to witness the tears of Karnit, the wife of Udi Goldwasser, a soldier who was kidnapped by a despicable enemy, when we return his body and the body of his comrade, Eldad Regev, may their memory be blessed. 

I sat many times with the Shalit family.  I saw their pain, as well as their anger, their anticipation and endless longings.  I felt their pain and understood their disappointment. 

I had the privilege to meet the young members of the Ayalim Association, students who settle the Negev and the Galilee with a vision that is no less great than that of my parents and their contemporaries, founders of this land. 

I had the privilege to witness the Arab minority who is living alongside us, and many of whose members constitute an insparable part of us, make considerable steps for a joint life, a life of a genuine, equal partnership. 

I also had the privilege to witness the Israeli economy reaching the greatest heights it has reached since its inception.  I believe that despite the global economic crisis, we will reach these heights again. 

Indeed, I was privileged. 

However, there is one thing that I was not privileged of. I was not privilege to realize my dream and achieve true peace with our neighbors.  Although we have made considerable progress in this field as well and discussed topics we did not dare discuss in the past, the work is yet to be completed.  Peace is not a one man's dream.  It is the dream of a very large part of our people, who have been dreaming about it for many years. 

Throughout my entire term, I never ceased working to bring peace to the people of Israel – peace with our Palestinian neighbors and peace with our Syrian neighbors.  I did this because I believed that peace was attainable, and I still believe that we can achieve real peace, which will guarantee the security of the State of Israel.  

I hope that the next government will continue with the peace negotiations in the path outlined by this government, 
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