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A MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO AMERICAS VETERANS

Memorial Day (originally
known as Decoration Day) is
much more than a three-day
weekend that marks the
beginning of summer. To
many people, especially the
nation's thousands of
combat veterans, this day,
which has a history
stretching back all the way to
the Civil War, is an important reminder of those who died in the service of
their country.



A MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO AMERICAS VETERANS

Music Celebrations
International and the
American Veterans Center
are pleased to sponsor and
produce a unique Musical
Tribute in our Nation’s
Capital that honors veterans
past and present who have
sacrificed so much for the
liberties we enjoy in our country - as well as around the world. The setting

for this commemoration historically is the Concert Hall at the John E
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.



A MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO AMERICAS VETERANS

An uplifting and inspired
program of patriotic music

is selected each year by Dr.
Craig Jessop, the Festival

Artistic Director. Dr. Jessop is
a former music director

of the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir; Lieutenant Colonel
in the U.S. Air Force music

programs, where he served as director of the U.S. Air Force Singing
Sergeants in Washington, D.C.; commander and conductor of the

Band of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe at Ramstein, Germany; and
commander and conductor of the Air Combat Command Heartland of
America Band. Previous guest conductors have included Lt. Col. John
Clanton, Col. Larry Lang, Col. (Ret.) Arnald Gabriel, and Weston Noble.



THE HISTORY

Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on May
5, 1868 by General John Logan, national
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic,
in his General Order No. 11, and was first
observed on May 30, 1868, when flowers were
placed on the graves of Union and Confederate
soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.

By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern
states, but the South refused to acknowledge the
day - choosing to honor its war dead on different
days. This remained until the end of World War
[, when the holiday changed from honoring just
those who died fighting in the Civil War to
honoring Americans who died fighting in any
war.

Memorial Day is now celebrated in almost every
State of the Union on the last Monday in May,
following the passage of the National Holiday Act
of 1971.



OUR DIRECTOR

Dr. Craig Jessop is Dean of the Caine College
of the Arts at Utah State University in Logan,
Utah. He is also the newly appointed Music
Director of the American Festival Chorus and
Orchestra. These appointments follow Dr.
Jessops distinguished tenure as music director
of the world famous Mormon Tabernacle
Choir. Dr. Jessop was a Lieutenant Colonel in
the U.S. Air Force music programs, where he
served as director of the U.S. Air Force
Singing Sergeants in Washington, D.C. (1980-
1987); as commander and conductor of the
Band of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe at
Ramstein, Germany (1987-1991); and as
commander and conductor of the Air Combat
Command Heartland of America Band (1991-
1995).



OUR HEROES

Not merely an event for Washington,
the annual National Memorial Day
Choral Festival is an event for the entire
country - a major opportunity to draw
the attention of Americans to the real
meaning for the holiday - honoring the
men and women who have served, and
died, to preserve our liberties
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ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION MUSEUMS
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PBS BROADCAST OF THE NATIONAL
MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT
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AMERICAS OFFICIAL MEMORIAL DAY
CHORAL FESTIVAL



LET EVERY NATION KNOW, WHETHER IT WISHES US WELL OR ILL, THAT
WE SHALL PAY ANY PRICE, BEAR ANY BURDEN, MEET ANY HARDSHIP,
SUPPORT ANY FRIEND, OPPOSE ANY FOE TO ASSURE THE SURVIVAL AND

THE SUCCESS OF LIBERTY.

JOHN F. KENNEDY

NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CHORAL FESTIVAL
1440 S. Priest Drive, Ste. 102, Tempe, AZ 85281-6954
800.395.2036
www.memorialdaychoralfestival.org | info@memorialdaychoralfestival.org



