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Descriptive Research Brief
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Summary of research question, methodology, and findings

The purpose of this descriptive research study was to examine issues relating to college students' use of instructor-created World Wide Web Sites at the University of Nevada, Reno. A survey consisting of 10 items requiring yes/no, multiple choice, and open-ended responses was developed in order to elicit information on students’ perceptions of the instructor Web pages in the areas of ease of use, aesthetic appeal, navigation problems, and usefulness of provided information. 249 out of 300 distributed surveys were completed and returned. Results indicate that students use the web site created by their instructors. Students access the Web Site from either the school’s computer lab or home. Although many of them feel frustrated by their lack of experience with using a web browser, students understand the potential usefulness of the Website. Instructors should require students to use the web site very early in the class in order to maximize the use of the class website. Graphics and sound should be used appropriately. Two most useful features for the web are lecture notes and homework solutions.

How does this research exemplify the descriptive research?

This study exemplifies the descriptive research since it examines and describes the way things are. In this study, students’ perceptions of instructors created web sites were investigated in order to obtain information in terms of the ease of use, aesthetic appeal, navigation problems, and usefulness of provided information. The study used a survey as a tool to collect information in order to assess students’ opinions. Respondents self-reported their views by marking yes/no, choosing from choices, and answering open-ended questions. The self-report approach is one classification of descriptive research showing how data are collected. Importantly, the study involved collecting numerical data to answer questions concerning students’ perception. The survey was developed by the researcher in order to examine the issues that the researcher was looking for. In this study, samples were drawn randomly. 
