
Outline and Template for the Exploratory Research Essay

(page 1—outline; page 2—template)
Outline—Use the outline below to organize the various sections of your essay as you develop them.  Use this as a prewriting and drafting tool.  You may wish to organize your brainstorming and drafts in your research notebook by these sections, making them easily accessible for later revisions and organization of the final draft.

You can cut and paste this outline into another word document, then save it under a different name.

I. Introduction of the topic.
II. Rationale:  Or, “Why I want to write about this topic.”
a. What I knew.
b. What I want to know.
III. The search process.
a. How I proceeded.
b. How I found sources.
c. Which sources were more/less useful and why.
d. Problems I encountered and how I solved them.
IV. What I learned from the research.
a. Working thesis statement and position.
b. Summary of findings.
c. Findings which supported my thesis.
d. Findings which did not.
e. Questions/problems/ issues raised by my findings.
V. Concluding Thoughts
a. How well did my topic fulfill the requirements of the assignment?
b. How researchable was it?
c. To whom might this topic be of interest?  Of importance or significance?
d. Final thoughts.
Formatting Template

Below is a sample template of the headings you will need to use in formatting and organizing the body of your final draft.  Notice that in the final draft, the main headings are used to indicate the key sections of the paper.

You can cut and paste this template into another word document, then save it under a different name.

I. Introduction of the topic.
Indent, and start your text here…………….

II. Rationale:  Or, “Why I want to write about this topic.”
Text…………….

III. The search process.
Text…………….

IV. What I learned from the research.
Text…………….

V. Concluding Thoughts
Text…………….

